Bulletin  4 A framework and process for renewal
This week we look at the dimension from the Renewal Framework of being a Vital Parish.
Vital parishes read the signs of the times with faith, hope, and a missionary vision. They know their neighbourhoods, cherish their history and culture, and honour the journey that has shaped them. At the same time, they trust that God continues to lead them forward. With openness and courage, they recognise that some past approaches may no longer serve the needs of today, and they remain attentive to where the Spirit is calling them now.
Parish vitality is about a community discerning together how God is inviting them to grow. It is about asking, “What is the Lord asking of us at this time?” and responding with generosity and trust. Vital parishes nurture three deeply connected areas of life:
· A shared missionary vision that inspires and unites the community in purpose.
· A collaborative spirit of leadership, where clergy and lay faithful recognise one another’s gifts and work together in service of the Gospel, with creativity and courage.
· An outward-looking heart, attentive to those beyond parish boundaries and willing to walk alongside other parishes and ministries within the Archdiocese of Melbourne.
This journey is not always easy. It calls for humility, listening, learning, and prayerful discernment. Yet it is also a journey filled with hope, because the same God who has guided the parish in the past continues to lead it into the future. Please forward your thoughts either via the Question box in your foyer or email margaret.harrington@cam.org.au.   

FAQ: How was the decision reached for our Parishes to consider amalgamation?
1. Our parishes have been working together in partnership for 4 years. There has been increased collaboration during this time. During the partnership we have experience a strengthening of our community and forming one parish will help us create a vital, vibrant and viable community. We have received encouragement from Bishop Rene following his visit earlier this year to consider formal steps to amalgamation. 

