Gospel Acclamation See Jn 15:15

Alleluia, alleluia!

I call you friends, says the Lord,
because | have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 21:33-43

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew

He leased his vineyard to other farmers.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the
elders of the people, ‘Listen to another
parable. There was a man, a landowner,
who planted a vineyard; he fenced it
round, dug a winepress in it and built a
tower; then he leased it to tenants and
went abroad. When vintage time drew near
he sent his servants to the tenants to
collect his produce. But the tenants seized
his servants, thrashed one, killed another
and stoned a third. Next he sent some
more servants, this time a larger number,
and they dealt with them in the same way.
Finally he sent his son to them. “They will
respect my son,” he said. But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to each
other, “This is the heir. Come on, let us Kill
him and take over his inheritance.” So they
seized him and threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He
will bring those wretches to a wretched
end and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will deliver the produce to him
when the season arrives.” Jesus said to
them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:

It was the stone rejected by the

builders that became the keystone.

This was the Lord’s doing

and it is wonderful to see?
‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God
will be taken from you and given to a
people who will produce its fruit.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection by Dianne Bergant cSA

The metaphor of the vineyard, cherished by
both ancient Israel and the early Christians,
suggests that while vines might be hardy, they
are also vulnerable. So is the reign of God. It
must be tended and protected from what
might endanger it, so that it may produce
abundant and delectable fruit. In the gospel
account, the vine does indeed produce an
abundant crop. In fact, it is the very
productivity of the vineyard that sets the stage
for the treachery described. We can see
ourselves in both uses of the vineyard
metaphor. There are times when, regardless of
what God seems to be doing for us, we simply
rebel against God’s plans. We stand in
defiance. There are other times when we, who
are disciples of Jesus, act as if the kingdom is
ours. We might even marginalise or force out
others with whom we do not agree, so that we
have sole control.

When we consider the justice of God, it is
important that we place it within the right
context, lest we create a picture of God that is
false and misleading. It is because of God’s
tender love for the vineyard that treachery
cannot be tolerated. If we have produced
unacceptable fruits, it is for our own good that
God steps in and dismantles the structures
that enabled us to produce bad fruit. It is
appropriate that God would snatch the
vineyard from our grasp and entrust it to one
who will faithfully carry out God’s plans.
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First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The vineyard of the Lord God of hosts is the
House of Israel.

Let me sing to my friend

the song of his love for his vineyard.
My friend had a vineyard

on a fertile hillside.

He dug the soil, cleared it of stones,
and planted choice vines in it.

In the middle he built a tower,

he dug a press there too.

He expected it to yield grapes,

but sour grapes were all that it gave.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem

and men of Judah,

| ask you to judge

between my vineyard and me.

What could | have done for my vineyard that
| have not done?

| expected it to yield grapes.

Why did it yield sour grapes instead?

Very well, | will tell you

what | am going to do to my vineyard:

| will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on

and knock down its wall for it to be
trampled on.

| will lay it waste, unpruned, undug;

overgrown by the briar and the thorn.

| will command the clouds

to rain no rain on it.

Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts

is the House of Israel,

and the men of Judah

that chosen plant.

He expected justice, but found bloodshed,

integrity, but only a cry of distress.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm Ps 79:9.

(R.) The vineyard of the Lord is the
House of Israel.

1. You brought a vine out of Egypt;
to plant it you drove out the nations.
It stretched out its branches to the sea,
to the Great River it stretched out

its shoots. (R.)

2. Then why have you broken down its walls?
It is plucked by all who pass by.
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,
devoured by the beasts of the field. (R.)

3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)

4. And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name.
God of hosts, bring us back;
let your face shine on us and we shall

be saved. (R.)

Second Reading Philippians 4:6-9

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians
Do these things and the God of peace will be with you.

There is no need to worry; but if there is
anything you need, pray for it, asking God for
it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that
peace of God, which is so much greater than
we can understand, will guard your hearts and
your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally,
brothers, fill your minds with everything that is
true, everything that is noble, everything that
is good and pure, everything that we love and
honour, and everything that can be thought
virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all the
things that you learnt from me and have been
taught by me and have heard or seen that |
do. Then the God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Parish Priest: Fr. Paul Tru

Secretaries: Lee Tran: Wednesday - Friday
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Office Hours: Closed Monday
10am - 3pm Tuesday - Friday
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm
Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol)
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Phone:
E-mail:

Weekend Masses

Saturday Vigil 6:00pm

Sunday 8:00am & 9:30am

Vietnamese 11:00am
Weekday Masses

Monday to Friday 9:15am

Benediction Wednesday after Mass
Reconciliation Wednesday 10.00am
Saturday 5:30pm

St Martin de Porres School

Principal: Stefanie Harvey
Secretaries: Mary Carmuciano

Maria Aloe
Phone: 9331 9000
E-mail:

principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au

IN OUR PRAYERS
Sick: Angela; George Pinpin; Nancy Green;
Kimberly Damanik; Viad; Jan, Miecia, Zyguch;
Janice Murray; Rossini Burns; Mark; Franca;
Monica Marland; Zac; Emily & Grace; Mellisa;
Kay; Mary; Susie.

Recently Deceased:

Maria Mai Thi Thay; Anthony Grech; Caterina
Spataro (ltaly): Angela Gattellari; Josephine
Falzon; Frank Tassone; Salvatore De Luca;
Frank Maisano; Concetta Cutri; Raymond
Barber; Teresa Talia; Vincent Vu Huu Chien;
Tito Mandozzi.

Anniversaries & Remembrances:

Riccardo Caputo; Peter Falzon; Tony & Frank
Patti;

Dominic Cumbo; Bernarda & Francis Grima;
Teresa, Emmanuel, Tonina, Phillip Sammut;
Emmanuel & Nazarena Farrugia; Adam Hood;
Rita & Carmelo De Bono; Joseph Consiglia.

New Life in God's Spirit

Thursdays: 7:30 - 9pm

St. Monica's Catholic Church -
Symons Centre

822 Mt Alexander Rd Moonee Ponds

Program

October 1:  God's Promise - You will
Receive Power

October 8:  The Unconditional Love of God

October 15: Jesus is Lord

October 22: The Gift of God's Spirit

October 29: Forgiveness, Healing &

Reconciliation
November 5: New Life in God's Spirit
November 12: Growth
November 19: Community in the Lord

Contact: Gerald - Mobile 0415 275 446

Parish Support Programme:

Pays Wages, Electricity, Cleaning, Insurance,
Pledge: $2,588 Received: $1,859
Loose: $895

Presbytery: Supports Parish Priest,
Retired Priests & Cathedral.

The Kids Bulletin

A fun way for children to learn about our
Catholic faith. Weekly updates, please visit
thekidsbulletin.com/

$1,498

www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au

The Augustinian Sisters

Convent: 2 Venice Court,
Avondale Heights
Phone: 9337 4595
E-mail: sisaugustinian@gmail.com
Website: WWW.asjmoz.org

Melbourne Archdiocese Vacancies
Applications are invited from suitably
qualified and experienced people for various
positions in the Archdiocese.

Further details can be found at:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

N\ St Vincent de Paul Society
\—\;_ﬂ god Worrks

Do you need a helping hand?
St Vincent de Paul Society volunteers are
committed to providing people with access
to the resources and support they need to
overcome personal hardship.
If you require assistance, please phone our
Welfare Assistance Line on free call
1800 305 330 Monday to Friday (except for
public holidays).

This service is free and confidential.

Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility.
The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to
the care, wellbeing and protection of children,
young people and vulnerable people in our
community. Child protection and the dignity
of every person is the responsibility of
everyone.

Q;Catholic(are
A VICTORIA
Strengthening families & communilics

Provides a wide range of family & relationship
services, emergency relief, pastoral services,
schools counselling, refugee settlement and
asylum seeker support. Our services are
available to all regardless of religious belief
or background. Ph: 1800 123 228 or go to
www.catholiccarevic.org.au

@ Palms Australia

Mission: Transform Lives
- theirs...and yours

Have you been considering whether an
overseas professional placement with Palms
is for you?

Wanting to share your skills with
communities in the Pacific or Asia to help
develop self-reliance and sustainable
solutions to poverty?

To find out more about Assignments Abroad
visit www.palms.org.au or Ph: 02 9560 5333
or email: palms@palms.org.au

Our Lady of the Rosary

7% October

Hail Mary

Hail Mary,

full of Grace,

the Lord is with you.

Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit

of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, :\w

Mother of God, V A

pray for us sinners now, ; o

and at the hour )\ }
oo

A

Devotion to Divine Mercy
Mondays: 2.30pm Rosary
3pm Divine Mercy Chaplet
followed by Stations of the Cross, 4pm finish.

J

of our death.

/qmen

|

onu_ InYour Corner
O%%OC Since 2000, Joseph’s
H'S () Corner has offered free

and low-cost counselling
and support to individuals and families
affected by a loved one’s addiction.

We provide a safe, understanding space to
share, heal, and rebuild hope...Together.
We are easily accessible and just a phone
call away... (03) 9315 2680

Email: contact@josephscorner.org.au
josephscorner.org.au/

NEW PARISHIONERS

We welcome you and ask that you make
yourself known to us by completing the New
Parishioners Form in Documents and Forms
under Recommended Links on our website
and return it to the Parish Office. Thank you.
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