
First Reading  Isaiah 45:1.4-6
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I have taken the hand of Cyrus to subdue 
nations before his countenance.

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whom he has taken by his right hand to 
subdue nations before him
and strip the loins of kings,
to force gateways before him
that their gates be closed no more:

It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, 
of Israel my chosen one,
that I have called you by your name, 
conferring a title though you do not 

  know me.
I am the Lord, unrivalled;
there is no other God besides me. 
Though you do not know me, 
I arm you that men may know from

  the rising to the setting of the sun 
that, apart from me, all is nothing.

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 95:1. 3-5. 7-10. R. v.7

(R.)  Give the Lord glory and honour. 
1 O sing a new song to the Lord,

sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the
   peoples.  (R.)

The Lord is great and worthy of praise, 
to be feared above all gods;
the gods of the heathens are naught. 
It was the Lord who made the
   heavens. (R.) 

3 Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
give the Lord glory and power,
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Bring an offering and enter his courts.  
(R.)

4	 Worship the Lord in his temple.
O earth, tremble before him. 
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 
He will judge the peoples in fairness. (R.) Gospel   Matthew 22:15-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew
Give to Caesar the things that belong to 
Caesar and to God the things that are God’s.

The Pharisees went away to work out 
between them how to trap Jesus in what 
he said. And they sent their disciples to 
him, together with the Herodians, to say, 
‘Master, we know that you are an honest 
man and teach the way of God in an 
honest way, and that you are not afraid of 
anyone, because a man’s rank means 
nothing to you. Tell us your opinion, then. 
Is it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or 
not?’ But Jesus was aware of their malice 
and replied, ‘You hypocrites! Why do you 
set this trap for me? Let me see the 
money you pay the tax with.’ They handed 
him a denarius, and he said, ‘Whose head 
is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they 
replied. He then said to them, ‘Very well, 
give back to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar – and to God what belongs to 
God.’

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
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Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Thessalonians
We are mindful of your faith, hope, and love.

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the 
Church in Thessalonika which is in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing 
you grace and peace from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
We always mention you in our prayers and 
thank God for you all, and constantly 
remember before God our Father how you 
have shown your faith in action, worked for 
love and persevered through hope,  in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.
We know, brothers, that God loves you and 
that you have been chosen, because when 
we brought the Good News to you, it came 
to you not only as words, but as power and 
as the Holy Spirit and as  utter conviction.

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation   Phil 2:15. 16

 Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright stars; 
you are offering it the word of life. 
Alleluia!

Reflection by Greg Sunter
The gospel writer presents this episode as a 
deliberate attempt by the Pharisees to trap 
Jesus and turn the people against him. 
Their plan was a good one, with no apparent 
‘safe’ answer: is it permissible (within 
Jewish tradition) to pay taxes to Caesar or 
not? If Jesus were to answer that it is not 
permissible to pay taxes then he would be 
identified as a rebel and a threat to Roman 
authority - leaving himself open to severe 
punishment. If he were to answer that it 
was permissible to pay the taxes he would 
have alienated a lot of his audience who 
resented the taxes imposed by Rome. 
Instead of falling into the trap set by the 
Pharisees, Jesus approaches the question 
in a completely different way. He asks them 
to show him the money with which they pay 
the tax. Immediately, he has turned the 
tables on them. He doesn’t appear to carry 
any of the coin in question and yet the 
Pharisees’ disciples carry them as a matter 
of habit. They are asking if it is permissible 
to pay the tax and yet freely carry the coin 
with which the tax is paid. Jesus shows up 
the hypocrisy of their question by forcing 
them to reveal their own position in the 
simple action of producing one of the 
Roman coins. Jesus then closes the dispute 
by instructing them to render (give) to 
Caesar what belongs to Caesar but, more 
importantly, render to God what belongs to 
God. In a very simple way Jesus has shown 

 up the Pharisees’ disciples as being 
collaborators with the Roman authority and 
placing that authority above the authority of 
God.  He reminds the listeners that 
regardless of earthly authority, the first duty 
is owed to God.
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by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The scriptural 
quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
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© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
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Avondale Heights
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Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility. 
 

The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of children, 
young people and vulnerable people in our 
community. Child protection and the dignity 
of every person is the responsibility of 
everyone. 
 

 
 

 

IN  OUR  PRAYERS 
 

Sick:  
Anthony Caruso; Stella Raviola: George Pinpin; 

Nancy Green; Rossini Burns; Janice Murray; 
Kimberly Damanik; Vlad; Jan, Miecia, Zyguch; 
Monica Marland; Emily & Grace; Mellisa; Kay; 
Angela; Zac; Mary; Mark; Franca; Susie. 
 

 

Recently Deceased:   
Timothy Gomez; Maria Mai Thi Thay; Anthony 
Grech; Caterina Spataro (Italy): Frank Tassone; 
Josephine Falzon; Salvatore De Luca; Frank 
Maisano; Angela Gattellari. 
 
 

Anniversaries & Remembrances:  
Francina Veerasingham; Letizia Bellofiore; 
Mary & Mac McDuff; Frank & Tony Patti; 
Rocco Prochilo; Maria Vittoria Fernandes; 
Livia Cardillo; Roberto Clementi;  
Dominic Cumbo; Bernarda & Francis Grima; 
Teresa, Emmanuel, Tonina, Phillip Sammut; 
Emmanuel & Nazarena Farrugia; Adam Hood; 
Rita & Carmelo De Bono; Joseph Consiglia. 
 

 
 

Parish Support Programme:   
Pays Wages, Electricity, Cleaning, Insurance,  
Pledge: $2,588    Received: $1,922 
Loose:   $1,182 

 
 

Presbytery:  Supports Parish Priest,  
Retired Priests & Cathedral.     $1,792 
 
 

The Kids Bulletin 
A fun way for children to learn about our 
Catholic faith. Weekly updates, please visit 
thekidsbulletin.com/ 
 
 

 

                    BAPTISMS  THIS  WEEKEND 
 

                    We congratulate and pray for: 
              Isabella Calello & Mia Hill 

 
 
 

Devotion to Divine Mercy 
 

Mondays: 2.30pm Rosary 
3pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

followed by Stations of the Cross, 4pm finish. 
 
 

Christian Meditation 2026 
Maranatha ... Come Lord Jesus 
All welcome: Monday 10 - 11am 
Parent’s Room in the Church 

Term 4: Oct 26; Nov 9 & 23; Dec 7. 
 
 
 

 

Catholic Family Market 

 

Join Catholic families from 
around Melbourne for a 
fun, relaxing day to come 
together and connect with 
others in the sun. 
 

The afternoon will include market stalls, food, 
music, jumping castle, and animal farm for 
the kids.  
 

Admission is free, and all families are warmly 
welcome. 
 

Sunday 18 October I 12pm - 3pm 
Our Lady of Lourdes,  
631 High Street, Prahran 
 

 
 

 

Prayer for Students Undertaking 
Exams   

  Loving God,  
  be with me now, 
  as I prepare for my 
     exams. 
 

  Thank you for the  
    many talents and 
    gifts you have given me  
  and for the opportunity of education. 
 

  Calm my nerves and anxiety, help me  
  to remember all that I have studied, 
  to express it clearly and to answer the 
  questions the very best that I can. 
 

  Holy Spirit, sit with me in my exam 
   -  and always. 
 

  In Jesus’ name. 
 

  Amen. 
 

 

Foster Carers Wanted 
Call 8398 6800 or go 
to www.mackillop.org.au 

 
 
 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
We welcome you and ask that you make 
yourself known to us by completing the New 
Parishioners Form in Documents and Forms 
under Recommended Links on our website 
and return it to the Parish Office. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV was diagnosed with lung 
cancer following surgery on 13 October 

during which surgeons removed the lower 
lobe of the Pope’s right lung. 

 
 

Doctors said that the examination confirmed 
the diagnosis of lung adenocarcinoma, as 
suspected by preoperative tests. 
 

The Holy Father was in the operating room 
for about 3 hours; the surgery itself lasted 
approximately 90 minutes. After surgery, the 
Pope woke up as expected and, following a 
brief period of observation, returned to his 
room.’ 
 

Pope Leo was expected to remain in Rome’s 
Gemelli Hospital, located atop Monte Mario, 
the highest hill in Rome, for one week.  
 

Jesus said wherever two or more are gathered 
and pray for something, he will give. So we 
are praying for his fast recovery. 
 

The hospital’s chapel was overflowing with 
people on Tuesday evening as Cardinal 
Baldassare Reina, the Vicar General of the 
Diocese of Rome, led a Rosary for the Pope’s 
healing as people anxiously awaited the 
results of the Pope’s operation. 
 

Since the Pope’s announcement, prayers and 
messages of support have poured in from 
around the globe from prime ministers, 
presidents, religious leaders and Catholic 
bishops, including president of the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference, Archbishop 
Timothy Costelloe SDB, who was in Rome 
for a meeting on marriage and the family 
marking the 10th

 anniversary of Amoris laetitia. 
 

Archbishop Costello said the Pope’s 
announcement was ‘both a surprise and a 
matter of deep concern, not just for Catholics 
but for all those who see in him a powerful 
advocate for peace, compassion and stability 
in an increasingly volatile and fractured 
world.’ He noted that ‘the knowledge that not 
just Catholics but all people of faith and 
goodwill will be praying for Pope Leo will be 
a source of comfort for him.’ 
 

 

 
 

St Martin de Porres Parish 
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034 
www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Paul Tru 
 

Secretaries: Lee Tran: Wednesday - Friday 
        Charles Meneze: Tuesday 
Office Hours: Closed Monday 

     10am - 3pm  Tuesday - Friday  
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm 
         Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol) 
Phone:          9337 6016 
E-mail:           avondaleheights@cam.org.au 
 

Weekend Masses    
                  Saturday Vigil                6:00pm 

   Sunday        8:00am & 9:30am 
                  Vietnamese                11:00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
   Monday to Friday         9:15am 

Benediction       Wednesday after Mass 
Reconciliation   Wednesday       10.00am 

             Saturday              5:30pm 
 

St Martin de Porres School 
 

Principal:       Stefanie Harvey  
Secretaries:  Mary Carmuciano 

        Maria Aloe 
Phone:         9331 9000 
E-mail: 
principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 
www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 
 

The Augustinian Sisters 
 

Convent:          2 Venice Court, 
          Avondale Heights 

Phone:           9337 4595 
E-mail:           sisaugustinian@gmail.com 
Website:         www.asjmoz.org 
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