GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Heb 4:12

Alleluia, alleluia!

The word of God is living and active;

it probes the thoughts and motives of our
heart.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 18:1-8
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

God will see those who cry to him vindicated.

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need
to pray continually and never lose heart. “There
was a judge in a certain town’ he said ‘who had
neither fear of God nor respect for man. In the
same town there was a widow who kept on
coming to him and saying, “I want justice from
you against my enemy!” For a long time he
refused, but at last he said to himself, “Maybe
I have neither fear of God nor respect for man,
but since she keeps pestering me I must give
this widow her just rights, or she will persist in

coming and worry me to death.”’

And the Lord said, ‘“You notice what the
unjust judge has to say? Now will not God see
justice done to his chosen who cry to him day
and night even when he delays to help them? I
promise you, he will see justice done to them,
and done speedily. But when the Son of Man
comes, will he find any faith on earth?’

® The Gospel of the Lord.
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HOPEFUL EXPECTATION

‘What is the good of praying if wars and evil
things continue to exist? Prayer seems to have
no effect.” A similar concern existed in Luke’s
day: why pray if it seems ineffectual? Today’s
Gospel speaks to the heart of this. It takes
the form of a parable, encouraging constant
prayer. The parable concerns an unjust judge
ignoring a troubling and annoying widow
who seeks justice against an adversary—even
though one translation inaccurately describes
her antagonist as an ‘enemy’. The widow
needs help, and the judge refuses her request.
That is, until she continues to badger him;
finally, he relinquishes.

Luke’s Jesus uses the story as a classical way
of describing God: if the judge finally relents
through persistent pleading how much more
quickly will God respond to those who cry
out for help. Prayer opens the one praying to
God’s presence, allowing God to act within the
one praying for what is needed. This deeply
religious perspective affects the pray-er in
daily life. This in turn shapes wider social
contact, which effects relationships and,
eventually, global change. Local personal
prayer has, though imperceptibly, universal
influence.

The last sentence of the Gospel speaks into
this global perspective: “When the Son of
Man comes will he find faith on earth?” In
other words, in the eschaton, at the definitive
coming of Christ at the end of time, will
people have given up conviction that prayer is
effective and that God responds to the cry of
the needy? Today’s Gospel encourages us to
pray, constantly and with hopeful expectation.

Fr Michael Trainor

THE SAVING WORD

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TiME / C

FIRST READING
A reading from the book of Exodus

Ex 17:8-13

As long as Moses kept his arms raised, Israel had
the advantage.

The Amalekites came and attacked Israel at
Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, ‘Pick out men
for yourself, and tomorrow morning march out
to engage Amalek. I, meanwhile, will stand
on the hilltop, the staff of God in my hand.’

Joshua did as Moses told him and marched |

out to engage Amalel, while Moses and Aaron

and Hur went up to the top of the hill. As |
long as Moses kept his arms raised, Israel had |

the advantage; when he let his arms fall, the
advantage went to Amalek. But Moses” arms
grew heavy, so they took a stone and put it one
on one side, one on the other; and his arms
remained firm till sunset. With the edge of the
sword Joshua cut down Amalek and his people.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 120.R. cf. v. 2

R. Our help is from the Lord, who made
heaven and earth.

L. Tlift up my eyes to the mountains: / from
where shall come my help? / My help shall
come from the Lord / who made heaven and
earth. R.

2. May he never allow you to stumble! / Let
him sleep not, your guard. / No, he sleeps not
nor slumbers, / Israel’s guard. R.

3. The Lord is your guard and your shade; /
at your right side he stands. / By day the sun
shall not smite you / nor the moon in the
night. R.

4. The Lord will guard you from evil, / he
will guard your soul. / The Lord will guard
your going and coming / both now and for
ever. R.

SECOND READING

2Tim 3:14-4:2
A reading from the second letter of St Paul
to Timothy

This is how the people of God become equipped and
ready for every good work.

You must keep to what you have been taught
and know to be true; remember who your
teachers were, and how, ever since you were
a child, you have known the holy scriptures —
from these you can learn the wisdom that leads
to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All
scripture is inspired by God and can profitably
be used for teaching, for refuting error, for
guiding people’s lives and teaching them to be
holy. This is how the man who is dedicated to
God becomes fully equipped and ready for any
good work.

Before God and before Christ Jesus who is
to be judge of the living and the dead, I put
this duty to you, in the name of his Appearing
and of his kingdom: proclaim the message and,
welcome or unwelcome, insist on it. Refute
falsehood, correct error, call to obedience — but
do all with patience and with the intention of
teaching.

% The word of the Lord.
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Sun 19th Oct @ 9am—Mass/Baptism New Ways of Giving

St Clement of Rome Church

Sun 19th Oct @ 11am—Italian Mass
Tue 21st Oct @ 9.15am—Italian Mass
Wed 22nd Oct @ 9.15am—Mass
Thurs 23rd Oct @ 9.15am—Mass

Fri 24th Oct @ 9.15am—Mass

Sat 25th Oct @ 5pm —Reconciliation followed by You can also donate by scanning this QR code
beginning of term 4 Parish/School Mass @ 5.30pm with your phone camera.

Thank you for your generosity!

To Support our Church with ease, we’ve introduced a new
EFTPOS terminal. This is an easy and secure way to donate,
but please note that it is not an alternative to your regular
stewardship envelopes.

Address: 9 —21 Egan Drive, Bulleen 3105 - Phone: 9850 3262
Email: bulleen@cam.org.au, Web: https://www.melbcatholic.org/bulleen
https://www.facebook.com/stclementsparishbulleen

Office Hours: Tue—Thur 9am-5pm

PARISH
DIARY

Parish Priest : Very Rev Mark Reynolds EV (Episcopal Vicar for Catholic Schools)

Mark.Reynolds@cam.org.au Recent Deaths & Death Anniversaries
Italian Chaplain: Fr Vito Pegolo (0419 736 890), School Principal: Mr Michael Watt (9850 1216) s o o e e G R LILSRGLROSTER AT 5308M 3UN 2.00AM
Parish Administration & Finance 'dBerna?inelDle Sil\(/asooPastor;i \)Norker: Marilyn Robert and for the repose of the souls of Anton Mejak, éS{ltS) Sacristan Maria Papalia Rita Gagliardi
St Vincent de Paul Helpline (1 305 330 ;o i ctober
P : Leticia Bortz, Idelma Cezc: ang all those, whose o et [tean
anniversaries occur at about this time.
Pansh Vlsmn Statement Gu:ded and /nsp/red by the Holy Sp/rlt the Par/sh of St Clement of Rome seeks to be a communlty of Readar S [T Chiistine Landsberg
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
authentic disciples of Jesus, living the Word of God. As a welcoming community, through humble service, we acknowledge our s e e R oy T W e
stewardship of God's creation and strive to promote the dignity of all God's people. g 2 e gviasy P : ? il
1 Virginie Mindiel Grace Cannatelli
JUBILEE 2025—PILGRIMS OF HOPE o * Congratulations & welcome 8 & Zina Scalzo e
Welcome to St Clement of Rome as we celebrate The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time S > S to God’s family :
Today’s theme is : God will see those who cry to him vindicated }) z E at St Clement’s Parish 7 =4 1 25/26 Sacristan Sue De Bortoli | Shirley Pyndiah
We invite you to reflect on this theme throughout the Mass ‘@“ Murphy Colaci-Dear Octoker
Pii GRY " i Commentator Paul Sammut Christine Landsberg
baptised this weekend
Celebrating 50 years of Italian Mass at St Clement of Rome Parish Reader May Feft T bandsberg
Please join us this Sunday at 11am as we celebrate 50 years of the Italian Mass. Special Ministers | May Teh Rita Gagliardi
The Mass will be followed by drinks and nibbles in the Clifton Centre. e Toh s BARESTnG
All are warmly welcome!
Enza Wilcocks Maria Papalia
ROSTER—ITALIAN MASS 11AM
Word of Life —- Weekly Reflections in October
Wednesdays — 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th DATE LETTORI OFFERTORIO MINISTRI DELL’ EUCARISTIA
Dear Parishioners, 10.G0AM to 11.00AM
Thank you to everyone who promptly The Clifton Centre, St. Clement of Rome, 26/10 |JFAGGION FAM L VETTORETTO | C TRAVAGLINI
collected their offertory giving envelopes i FLEMBERES REEINEEES:
. You are warmly invited to come together after
IaSt weekend. If you have not yet retrleved the S.15AM Mass on Wednesdays in October to
yours, we kindly remind you to do so this joingsiora f::g,‘f;""eft‘:z:;;ecmn onithe Important reminder for all Parish Ministry Volunteers
i S O .
weekend. e LR g s Please ensure that you are up to date with the
- understanding of the Scripture. We hope you safeguarding requirements, whether or not it involves
. . . joi f hi ichi i . 5 3 . . .
For those who wish to submit their filled-out pledge cards, A Pastoral Letter to the Pfanjom U_st or e ‘.arlnc ':gbe)(pif'ence direct or indirect contact with children and young people.
- i Catholics of Victoria on i sl sl i s S isi - i
there are several convenient options: & 3 = 2R names on the clipboard at the church foyer for We encourage you to visit our website for more details
. : . . Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide organising purposes. o .
e Place them in the first or second collections during Mass and to complete or finalise any necessary documentation.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

e Drop them off at the parish office The State Government is seeking to amend feal .
. . . . Victoria’s euthanasia and assisted suicide laws. World Mission Sunday—Thls Weekend
e Deposit them in the designated box located in the foyer If passed, the new laws would further weaken
protections for vulnerable patients and reduce
protections for nurses, doctors and other medical M'SSIONAR‘ES OF
Your ongoing generosity and dedication to our parish are practitioners who conscientiously object. This week, you're invited to partner with the Church in Zambia to help
N X In response, the Bishops of Victoria have written = .
truly appreciated. Thank you for your support in a pastoral letter asking that we contact our local women overcome poverty and mothers give birth safely.

" 5 - Members of Parliament and e them to vote
strengthening our community and mission. against thf;se ?av:,i e
You can read the letter online and find
out more by scanning the QR code or
Fr Mark via: www. bit.ly/EuthanasiaBill.

The Women's Cooperative, led by Sr Jane will provide women with the
training and support required to break the cycle of scarcity, and the
Chilonga Mission Hospital is determined to ensure every woman and
baby receives a safe and dignified start to life.

During World Mission Sunday, we are called to be ‘Missionaries of hope
among all peoples’, and we invite you to extend Christ's love to those in
need in Zambia. You can support this work by using the appeal envelope,

going online at catholicmission.org.au/mission, or scanning the QR code.

Your gift will also assist many other Church programs around the world.

MASS TIMES, RECONCILIATION & OTHER SACRAMENTS
Mass Times: Sat 5:30pm (Vigil), Sun - 9am & 11am (ltalian)
Tues 9:15am (/talian), Wed-Fri 9:15am (unless informed)
Reconciliation: Sat 5:00pm (and on request)
Baptisms: 1st & 3rd weekend every month. Weddings: By Appointment

catholic Freecal: 1800257298 - ]
We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand. mISSION catholicmission.org.au/mission

We pay our respects to them for their care of the land. May we walk gently on this land.




