
 

 



 

 

The Parish of St Joseph’s, Elsternwick & Holy Cross, Caulfield South 
Parish Office: 707 Glen Huntly Road, Caulfield South 3162  95238407    elsternwick@cam.org.au   

 P.O.Box 664, Elsternwick 3185  www.melbcatholic.org/stjosephholycross 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (cf. Isa 45:8) 
 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Saviour has been 
born in the world. Today true peace has come down to us 
from heaven. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (Jn 1:14) 
 

The Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory. 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  

 

Those who are ill*: Tony Messina, Paulette Dobbin, Carol 
Burgess, Pam O’Reilly, Bernie Smith, Marie Gaudry 
* Names will be published for a month, unless otherwise requested. 
 
 

Recently Deceased: Madona Gomez 
 
 

Death Anniversary: Audrey Sheehy 

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
The Adoration Chapel was built in 2018 to 
commemorate the Centenary Celebration of St 
Joseph’s Church. The Chapel can be accessed 
24/7 using a security tag. Contact the Parish 
Office to apply for one. 

 

PARISH PRIEST: Rev Fr Leenus Neetany SAC  
Permanent Deacon: Rev John Lam 
Parish Coordinator: Joanna Lam 
 

ST JOSEPH’S, ELSTERNWICK 
 

71 Orrong Road, Elsternwick 3185 
 

Mass        
Friday 10:00am, Saturday 6:30pm and Sunday 10:30am  
 

Reconciliation 
Friday after Mass, Saturday 6:00pm 
 

HOLY CROSS, CAULFIELD SOUTH 
 

707 Glen Huntly Road, Caulfield South 3162 
 

Mass 
Thursday 10:00am and Sunday 9:00am  
 

Reconciliation 
Thursday after Mass 
 

ST ANTHONY’S, GLEN HUNTLY 
 

74, Grange Road, Glen Huntly 3163 
In Residence: Fr Pat Jackson SAC, Br Lindsay Rust SAC 
 

Mass 
Monday - Saturday 9:15am 
Saturday 6:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am, 11:00am, 5:00pm 
 

Reconciliation 
30-mins before all Masses & Saturday 9:45-10:10am 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving & Special Collections 
Church: $TBA  Presbytery: $TBA 
Special Collection: - 
 

Next Week’s Roster 
 

Lectors: 
Saturday 6:30pm Young Adult’s 
Sunday 9:00am A Powell 10:30am  E Galero 
 

Counters: No Counting 
 
 

Upcoming Week’s Liturgical Calendar 

Fri 26 Dec: St Stephen 

Sat 27 Dec: St John 

Sun 28 Dec: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Thanksgiving 

Fr Pat’s Birthday Celebration  
Fr Pat’s 90th birthday is on 30th January 
2026. We, together with our sister Parish 
of St Anthony’s, will celebrate the occasion 
on Sunday, 1st February at St Anthony’s 
Parish Hall after the 11am Mass.  

We seek expressions of interest in forming an organising 
team. Please contact the Parish Office. 

 

 

 

 

Columban Calendars  

Still on sale after each weekend Mass. $10.00 each. 

 

Christmas 2025 & New Year 2026 
St Joseph’s, Elsternwick  

Holy Cross, Caulfield South 
 

Christmas Eve * Wednesday 24 December  

6:00pm Carols, 6:30pm Vigil Mass - St Joseph’s 

8:30pm Carols, 9:00pm Vigil Mass - Holy Cross 

Christmas Day * Thursday 25 December  

9:00am Mass - Holy Cross 

10:30am Mass - St Joseph’s 

New Year's Day * Thursday 1 January  

10:00am Mass - Holy Cross 

 

Young Adults & Youth Mass - 27 December 2025 
We look forward to celebrating 
Mass with the Young Adults and 
Youth from our 3 churches.  

This is an initiative from the Young 
Adults’ Group to host the 6:30pm 
Saturday evening Vigil Mass on 
the 4th Saturday of every month at 
St Joseph’s Church.  

Our Young Adults are aged 18-35 and our Youth are those 
aged 7-17. For the slightly older but still young-at-heart, 
you are most welcome to join the group as Youth 
Coordinators; to support the Young Adults and also to 
guide our Youth at Mass and during fellowship.  

This will be the first gathering after the recently 
concluded ACYF-2025. Please encourage our youth 
and young people to attend. 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Our Parish Office is now closed for the holidays. We will 
resume regular working hours on Friday, 2nd January 2026. 

Meanwhile, all telephone messages and emails will still be 
attended to intermittently. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

‘What is this hope we wish each other?’  
A Christmas Message from Archbishop Comensoli 

When we wish someone a 'Happy Christmas', there’s a 
quiet gift that comes with those words. Hope is that gift. 
We are saying, I hope that you and those you love may be 
well, whatever your circumstances. 

‘Happy Christmas’ is more than a seasonal greeting. It’s a 
small ritual of kindness that says, 'I want what is good for 
you, even if life is imperfect.' 

Hope is a kind of glue. It binds our relationships together 
across time. At Christmas especially, hope takes on a 
gentle but persistent strength - the belief that peace and 
joy are possible, even in difficulty. 

For children, hope at this time of year looks like 
anticipation: presents, surprises, family moments. It is 
immediate and tangible. 

For us adults, especially parents, hope often becomes an 
intentional responsibility: the desire to provide, to make 
each day a blessing, even under pressure. 

For grandparents, and those gone before us, hope is often 
about peace, endurance and unity. They cherish what they 
have, knowing how fragile life can be. 

In our Christian life, hope goes far deeper. It is not merely 
a feeling; it has become enfleshed in a person. Our hope 
has a name: Jesus Christ, Emmanuel - God-with-us. 

At Christmas, we remember not only the child in 
Bethlehem but the God who came through to us and for 
us, and who continues to do so. 

This is hope beyond optimism. It is a light the darkness 
cannot overcome. Christian hope is the light of the world. 

The birth of Jesus is part of each of our stories. His 
coming assures us that this broken world is still destined 
for goodness and beauty. 

In your challenges, burdens and suffering, take heart: 
God’s love and peace are truly present for all who thirst for 
him. 

So, when someone wishes you a 'happy Christmas' in the 
Christian sense, they offer more than goodwill. They offer 
a gift: You are not alone. Hope is real - today and every 
day. 

I wish you and your families a joyful and hope-filled 
Christmas. 

Archbishop Peter A Comensoli  

 

 

 

 

 

 

23rd December 2025 

Pastoral Letter on the Conclusion of the Jubilee Year 
2025  

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

Peace be with you.  

As the Jubilee Year 2025 journeys toward conclusion in 
our local churches on 28 December, I write to you with 
gratitude - gratitude to God above all, and gratitude to 
you, the people of the Archdiocese of Melbourne, for the 
way you have received this year of Jubilee with faith, 
trust, hope and generosity.  

From the initiation of this Jubilee, we have been invited by 
Pope Francis to be Pilgrims of Hopе. This invitation has 
been about recognising that our Christian life itself is a 
pilgrimage - lived day by day, step by step, often quietly, 
always together. Across our Archdiocese, many have 
taken up this invitation through prayer, reconciliation, 
pilgrimage, service, and renewed participation in the 
sacramental life of the Church.  

I have been especially heartened by the response of our 
Pilgrim Places - parishes, shrines, and communities who 
opened their doors and their hearts to welcome pilgrims 
from across the Archdiocese and beyond. In offering 
spaces of prayer, reflection, hospitality, and mercy, these 
communities reminded us that the Church is most fully 
herself when she is a place of welcome, encounter, and 
hope. I thank the clergy, religious, parish leaders, 
volunteers, and all the faithful who made this possible 
through their generosity and care.  

What has marked this Jubilee most clearly for me has 
been the faithfulness of ordinary people: people who 
prayed, who welcomed, who listened, who served, and 
who walked with one another. In these simple but 
profound acts, the hope that does not disappoint has 
been made visible - not as an idea, but as a lived reality 
grounded in Christ.  

As we now mark the formal conclusion of the Jubilee 
Year, we do not bring its spirit to an end. Rather, we are 
invited to carry it forward. The call to be pilgrims of hope 
remains with us - in our families, our parishes, our 
workplaces, and our communities. We are sent forth to 
continue walking together, attentive to the presence of the 
Lord who journeys with us, and responsive to the needs 
of those we meet along the way.  

I encourage you to hold fast to the practices that have 
sustained you during this year: prayer that opens the 
heart, the sacraments that nourish and heal, and a 
generosity of spirit that reflects the mercy of God. May the 
seeds sown during this Jubilee continue to grow, bearing 
fruit in lives shaped by faith, hope, and love.  

 

With every grace and blessing, 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

 

May the blessings of the new-born Baby 
Jesus be with you, your family & friends! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Greetings from  

Fr. Leenus, Fr. Pat and Br. Lindsay 



 

 

 

 


