
PROFESSION OF FAITH (Nicene Creeed)_ 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  of all things visible and 
invisible.I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 
Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy 
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and  glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church.I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and  the 
life of the world to come. Amen. 

ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG—160 FOSTER STREET, DANDENONG 

TEL: 9791-4611/OFFICE HOURS 9AM-3PM TUESDAY-FRIDAY/EMAIL: dandenong@cam.org.au 



WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
Saturday Morning: 9.15am 
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm  

Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm  
 

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES 
Monday to Friday:  9.15am 

Friday (9.45am –12.30pm Exposition   
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with  

Benediction at 12.30pm) 

ANNOINTING MASS   
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am 

 

DAILY ROSARY 
After morning Mass  Mon-Sat (Fridays 

will be before Mass)  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday after 9.15am or upon request 

 

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE OR  
HOUSE BLESSING  

Please contact the Parish Centre on    
9791 4611 

 

COMMUNION AND  
ANOINTING OF SICK 

Please inform the Parish Office on  
9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously ill, 
homebound or hospitalised and wants to 

receive Holy Communion or the  
Sacrament of Anointing.    

 
REGULAR GROUP MEETING 

ST MARY’S PARISH 
 

LEGION OF MARY:    
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in 

the Fellowship Room followed by   
Rosary  

 
SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :  

Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the 
church 

 
ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:  

3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at  
Dandenong RSL.12pm 

 
BINGO AT ST MARY’S  

St. Mary’s Bingo  is on Tuesdays at 
12noon &  Saturdays at 6.30pm  in  

St Mary’s Community Centre,  
New St, Dandenong 

 

DO YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR SINGING?    
Our Sunday 8:30am choir is looking for more members to join 

their choir.   If you are interested please contact the  
Parish Office on 9791-4611 

ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG 
 
PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia ASSISTANT PRIEST: Fr. Vincent Nguyen 
Parish Website: https://melbcatholic.org/s/dandenong Facebook: St Mary’s Parish Dandenong 
Parish Phone: 9791-4611 Email: dandenong@cam.org.au Address: 160 Foster Street, Dandenong 
PARISH SECRETARY:  Franca Van Boxtel       FINANCE OFFICER:  Deslene de  Niese  
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:00am-3:00pm    (MONDAYS OFFICE CLOSED) 
 
PARISH COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGER: Mr. Miguel Matamala 
St. Mary’s Community Centre Tel:  7064 3928  or  0402 155 192 

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650, New St, Dandenong. Principal:  Terry Gardiner 
St. John’s Regional College Phone: 8793 2000, Caroline St, Dandenong. Principal:  Timothy Hogan 

ARCHBISHOP’S CAMPAIGN  2026 
COLLECTION WILL BE THIS WEEKEND 

The 2026 Archbishop’s Campaign is now under-
way, and we ask everyone to consider a pledge 
to support the vital ministries of our Archdio-
cese. Tax-deductible donations go to the Arch-
bishop’s Charitable Fund which supports the 
Priests Retirement Foundation, the Corpus Christi 
College Building Fund, CatholicCare Victoria 
Chaplaincy Program, Melbourne Overseas Mis-
sion, John Pierce Centre, University of Divinity for 
the Catholic Theological College as well as Cath-
olic community agencies and service organisa-
tions through annual grants. Non-tax-deductible 
donations go to the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Melbourne Religious Projects Fund and support 
seminarian formation. Please review the cam-
paign material and prayerfully consider pledging 
a recurring monthly gift. Tear-off pledge cards 
are attached to the campaign envelopes in the 
church. You can also make a gift online at mel-
bournecatholic.org/ archbishopscampaign  

A Foreigner's Faith:  
Scott Hahn Reflects on the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Most of us are the foreigners, the non-Israelites, about whom today’s First Read-
ing prophesies. 
Coming to worship the God of Israel, we stand in the line of faith epitomized by 
the Canaanite woman in today’s Gospel. Calling to Jesus as Lord and Son of Da-
vid, this foreigner shows her great faith in God’s covenant with Israel. 
Jesus tests her faith three times. He refuses to answer her cry. Then, He tells her 
His mission is only to Israelites. Finally, He uses “dog,” an epithet used to dispar-
age non-Israelites (see Matthew 7:6). Yet she persists, believing that He alone 
offers salvation. 
In this family drama, we see fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy and the promise we sing 
of in today’s Psalm. In Jesus, God makes known among all the nations His way 
and His salvation (see John 14:6). 
At the start of salvation history, God called Abraham (see Genesis 12:2). He 
chose his offspring, Israel, from all the nations on the face of the earth to build 
His covenant kingdom (see Deuteronomy 7:6–8; Isaiah 41:8). 
In God’s plan, Abraham was to be the father of many nations (see Romans 4:16–
17). Israel was to be the firstborn of a worldwide family of God, made up of all 
who believe what the Canaanite professes; that Jesus is Lord (see Exodus 4:22–
23; Romans 5:13–24). 
Jesus came first to restore the kingdom to Israel (see Acts 1:6; 13:46). But His 
ultimate mission was the reconciliation of the world, as Paul declares in today’s 
Epistle. 
In the Mass we join all peoples in doing Him homage. As Isaiah foretold, we 
come to His holy mountain, the heavenly Jerusalem, to offer sacrifice at His altar 
(see Hebrews 12:22–24, 28). With the Canaanite, we take our place at the  
Master’s table to be fed as His children. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
 

Thanksgiving: $1074.70  Loose Collection: $ 1010.40  Presbytery Envelopes: $651.30  Presbytery Loose: $1033.85 
Support our Parish If you would like to make direct payments to our bank accounts, the details are:    
St Mary’s General Account:  (Thanksgiving & Donations) NAB BSB:  083 347  ACC. No. 483196852 
For contributions to support our priests and the Archdiocese:  
Presbytery Account:  NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193 

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people  
and vulnerable adults  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Recently Deceased:    

Anniversaries:  Angelo Cardamone, Fiorina Miranda, Marcal Tchim, Rosina Filippi, Ginetta Raffaello, Lola Schram 
 
Sick:  Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson,  Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray 
Gilligan,  Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy,  Kevin,  Maria Perez, An-
gela Anthony, Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano,  Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra 
Wills,  Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni, Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty 
Lee, Ping Lo, Robyn, Fr Brendan Lane, Anne Richards, Ashleigh Wills, Anthony Morri, Lyma Payne, Eva Salvacion 
Satuito, Fr Michael Willemsen, Vreni Bien, Rosario Giaquinta, Joanna Van Der Ven, Ricky , John Caron, Robyn 
Campbell, Tayla Fredericks (The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an  authorised 
person before any name can be printed) in the Marian.  (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO COME 
OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT  THE PARISH OFFICE) 

ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG 
SPECIAL HEALING, ADORATION IN TAMIL  
A Special Healing & Adoration in Tamil will  

be celebrated on  
Friday, 20th August  2026 from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM  

at St Mary’s Parish, Dandenong. 
The evening will include Healing Prayer,  

Eucharistic Adoration, and Solemn Blessing. 
All Tamil-speaking families are warmly invited to attend 

and receive special blessings.    
Enquiries: Fr Sebastian – 9791 4611 or  

Lucas – 0421 448 753 

PILGRIMAGE-Footsteps of St Paul (5th –19th October 2026)  Fr Sebastian A.M from St. Mary's Parish, Dan-
denong invites you on a 15-day pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey, visiting Athens, Corinth, Meteora, Thessaloniki, 
Philippi, Gallipoli, Ephesus, Istanbul and Cappadcia.   All-inclusive price: $9,790  
(20+ pilgrims).    The tour cost includes return economy airfares, local transfers in deluxe coach-
es, accommodation in 4-star premium hotels, daily meals, English-speaking professional guides, 
and entrance fees.  Enquiries: 03 8839 6615 | pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au 

National Vocations Awareness Week - Please pray for our priests today in thanksgiving for their ministry and 
presence in our community.  Please pray for the religious who do so much in pastoral care, education, health care 
and many other ministries.  Pray also that the saints may inspire many vocations to consecrated life and priest-
hood, especially from our community. 

Melbourne Synod  
Archbishop Comensoli has formally convoked a Synod for 
the Archdiocese of Melbourne.  A synod is a gathering of 

God’s people – bishops, priests and lay faithful – who 
come and discern together about matters regarding faith, 
governance, and pastoral care. This process involves pray-
er, dialogue, and consultation, aiming to foster a deeper 
understanding of the Church’s mission in the contempo-
rary world.  You have been invited to contribute towards 
the synod by submitting your reflections on the themes: 

Young Discipleship, Missionary Leadership, and Formation 
& Participation.   Please access the synod papers and make 

your submission  
via https://melbournecatholic.org/ synod2026  

by Friday 21 August 2026.    
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