GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 28:19, 20

Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people
my gospel. I am with you always, until
the end of the world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL
P. The Loxd be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

Mt 28:16-20

P. Areading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.

All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me.

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet
them. When they saw him they fell down
before him, though some hesitated. Jesus
came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of
all the nations; baptise them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teach them to observe all the
commands I gave you. And know that I am
with you always; yes, to the end of time.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH (Nicene Creeed)

|_believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisi-
ble.I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will
have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. | believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church.| confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and | look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. We offer sacrifice now in supplication,

O Lord,

to honour the wondrous Ascension of your Son:
grant, we pray,

that through this most holy exchange

we, too, may rise up to the heavenly realms.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your s-pirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE | OR Il OF THE ASCENSION
OFTHE LORD

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say: '
All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Loxd, we pray...

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Chuist, who said...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace.
LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who

takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Behold, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Almighty ever-living God,

who allow those on earth to celebrate
divine mysteries,

grant, we pray,

that Christian hope may draw us onward
to where our nature is united with you.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Mt 28:20

¢ ASERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL

P. The Loxd be with you.

: R. And with vour spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ™ and the Holy
Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS

When reflecting on Jesus’ Ascension,
our liturgical focus has been heavily
influenced by Luke’s double version of
the Ascension; one set on Easter Day in
the concluding scene in Luke’s Gospel
(24:50-52) as Jesus’ blesses his disciples
at Bethany and departs from them; the
other in the opening chapter of Acts (Acts
1:6-11) as Jesus leaves the disciples and is
carried into heaven.

Our Gospeltodayisquite different. Itis the
concluding verses of Matthew’s Gospel.
The Risen Jesus gathers with the Eleven
on ‘the’ mountain, the place of divine
encounter, already familiar from earlier in
the Gospel in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5-7). Here, at the Gospel’s
conclusion, Jesus is with the Eleven—not
the Twelve, a reminder of the failure of
one of the key members of the apostolic
leadership group (Judas). It is to this
group of failed leaders that Jesus, God’s
authoritative agent, entrusts his final
teaching and missionary endorsement.
They are to make disciples of all nations.
This is an important injunction, given
that Matthew’s which is

predominantly Jewish is now encouraged

audience

to move into the gentile world.

In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus offers a
universal vision. Baptism and Gospel
ethical teaching will become key notes
for incorporating members into this
community of Jesus. The
Gospel concludes on a promise of divine
companionship. Jesus, called ‘Emmanuel’
(‘God with us’) in the birth namative
(Matthew 1:23), reminds his audience
that ‘T am with you always ... to the end
of time.” This affirmation of Jesus’ eternal
presence is comforting to Matthew's

audience, and us, dealing with life’s
struggles and cultural challenges.

renewed
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THe AsceNsioN ofF THE LorD / A

| AM WITH YOU ALWAYS. When Christ ascended into heaven he did not abandon
his disciples. Matthew’s Gospel begins with the angel’s words that Jesus will be called

Emmanuel, which means God-is-with-us, and it ends with Jesus’ promise: ‘Know that

| am with you always, yes, to the end of time.’ In a special way Emmanuel is with

us in this Eucharist for ‘where two or three are gathered in my name, | shall be there

with them.’

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Acts 1:11
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at
the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw
ascending into heaven will return as you
saw him go, alleluia.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. Your are the first bom of all creation:
Chuist, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You are the head of the body, the Church:
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. /

We praise you, / we bless you, / we

adore you, / we glorify you, / we give

you thanks for your great glory, / Lord
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, / you take away the sins of
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take
away the sins of the world, / receive our
praver; / you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. /
Amen.

COLLECT

P. Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God,
and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving,
for the Ascension of Chiist your Son is our
exaltation, and, where the Head has gone
before in glory, the Body is called to follow
in hope. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Wiy are you standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus has been taken into heaven.
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with
everything Jesus had done and taught from
the beginning until the day he gave his
instructions to the apostles he had chosen
through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them
after his Passion by many demonstrations:
for forty days he had continued to appear
to them and tell them about the kingdom of
God. When he had been at table with them,
he had told them not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for what the Father had
promised. ‘It is” he had said ‘what you have
heard me speak about: John baptised with
water but you, not many days from now, will
be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked him,
‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to
restore the kingdom of Israel?” He replied, ‘It
is not for you to know times or dates that
the Father has decided by his own authority,
but you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and then you will be
my witnesses not only in Iemsalem but
tluoughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed

¢ to the ends of the earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while
they looked on, and a cloud took him from
their sight. They were still staring into the

i sky when suddenly two men in white were

standing near them and they said, ‘Why are
you men from Galilee standmg here looklng
into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up
from you into heaven, this same Jesus will
come back in the same way as you have seen
him go there.’
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

17 May 2026

RESP PSALM

Ps 46:2-3, 6-9.R. v. 6
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

(or Alleluia!)

1. All peoples, clap your hands, / ary to God
with shouts of joy! / For the Lord, the Most
High, we must fear, / great king over all the
earth. R.

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; / the Lord
goes up with trumpet blast. / Sing praise for
God, sing praise, / sing praise to our king,
sing praise. R.

3. God is king of all the earth. / Sing praise
with all your skill. / God is king over the
nations; / God reigns on his holy throne. R.

SECOND READING Eph1:17-23

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians

He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom
and perception of what is revealed, to bring
you to full knowledge of him. May he
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you
can see what hope his call holds for you, what
rich glories he has promised the saints will
inherit and how infinitely great is the power
that he has exercised for us believers. This
you can tell from the strength of his power at
work in Christ, when he used it to raise him
from the dead and to make him sit at his right
hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty,
Authority, Power,
other name that can be named, not only in

or Domination, or any

this age, but also in the age to come. He has
put all things under his feet, and made him
as the ruler of everything, the head of the
Church; which is his body, the fullness of him
who fills the whole creation.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.
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FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Saturday Morning: 9.15am

Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANNOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat (Fridays
will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am or upon request

BAPTISM. MARRIAGE OR
HOUSE BLESSING
Please contact the Parish Centre on
9791 4611

COMMUNION AND
ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on

9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously ill,

homebound or hospitalised and wants to
receive Holy Communion or the
Sacrament of Anointing.

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in
the Fellowship Room followed by
Rosary

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the
church

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

BINGO AT ST MARY’S
St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at
12noon & Saturdays at 6.30pm in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Recently Deceased: Wayne Collins, Moya Lindsay

Anniversaries: Maria Gorski, Iris & Michele Moirt, Frank Talora, Lawerence Peters. Francis & Mercy Moses,
Theresa & Vernon Moses, Anselm Almeida, Menon Bocks

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilligan, Frank
Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Perez, Angela Anthony, Ray Simmons, Frank
Camara, Rita Breen, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera
Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni, Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee, Ping Lo, Robyn, Fr Brendan Lane, Anne Richards, Ger-
vais Tourmentin, Ashleigh Wills, Anthony Morri, Lyma Payne, Eva Salvacion Satuito, Fr Michael Willemsen, Vreni Bien, Robyn
Campbell, Rosario Giaquinta, Joanna Van Der Ven, Ricky (The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an author-
ised person before any name can be printed) in the Marian. (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO COME OFF THE
SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE)

PARISH COLLECTION UPDATE
This weekend at all Masses, a member of the Finance Committee will
speak about the new parish collection system.
If you would like to participate in the Thanksgiving Programme and
contribute via envelopes, direct debit, or credit card, please collect the
relevant forms available in the Church foyer.

6TH NATIONAL COUNT OF ATTENDANCE MASS COUNT — MAY 2026 The 6th National Count of
Attendance at Mass and Other (Sunday) Assemblies will take during the month of May

COLLECTIONS

Commencing from the weekend of 6/7 June 2026 we will have two collections
at all Masses. This is in conformity with the Archdiocese of Melbourne regula-
tions.

1ST COLLECTION - PRESBYTERY OFFERING (after the Homily)

This collection is to:

o To support the Priests of this Parish & meet normal household expenses.
e To support sick & retired Priests in the Archdiocese.

e To support Priests in needy Parishes.

e To support the Archbishop.

2ND COLLECTION - THANKSGIVING OFFERING
(during the Offertory)

This collection is to:

e To pay our Parish operating costs such as gas, electricity, printing, church
supplies, wages etc.

To subsidise Catholic Education in the Parish.

To provide repairs & maintenance of the church, parish office & presbytery.
To support the growth of Parish & Diocesan services.

To provide charitable works.

HOW WILL IT WORK
If you are in the envelope system, please tear the envelope at the perforation and
place the “Presbytery Offering” section along with your donation into the 1st
collection basket. Then place the “Thanksgiving Offering” section along with
your donation into the 2nd collection basket.
If you are not in the envelope system, please place a donation in both collection
baskets.

We thank you for your co-operation and continued support to our Parish.

THE FEAST OF PENTECOST is celebrated on Sunday, 24 May 2026. Parishioners are in- o o
vited to join in the special multicultural celebration mass at 10:30 am . We encourage everyone ;

to come dressed in national costume representing your country of origin. The celebration will

be followed by a sausage sizzle after Mass. All welcome

SEMINARY ENQUIRY DAY—The annual Seminary Enquiry Day at Corpus Christi College is on Saturday
23 May 2026. If you are a young man considering a priestly vocation and would like an invitation to attend, please
email Deacon Rhys. Rhys.Lowther@cam.org.au

RECONCILIATION CLASSES
Reconciliation classes will commence on Tuesday 19th May at 4:30pm-5:30pm in the Church Fellowship Room.

This Sunday we will have representative
from CDF speaking at all Masses

Sawve for a
greater reward
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K WEDNESDAY 20TH MAY AT 11:00AM

PARISH SYNOD CORNER

Synodality begins locally—Synodality is lived first in parishes, schools, families, and communities. When people feel heard
and valued locally, the Church becomes more credible and more missionary.

A listening Church is a credible Church-In a world where many feel ignored or dismissed, a Church that listens becomes a
sign of hope. Synodality teaches us that listening can heal wounds and rebuild trust.

Synodality and the margins

A synodal Church pays attention to voices often overlooked: the poor, the wounded, the disaffected, and those who feel dis-
tant from the Church. Their experiences matter, and their stories can teach us where renewal is most needed.

Synodality requires humility

Walking together means recognising that no one has all the answers. Synodality invites humility—from leaders and from
communities—so that the Spirit can guide us beyond our limitations.

Our deepest condolences are extended to the Collins and Roberts families
on the sudden passing of their brother, Wayne. Wayne served as organist
at our 5:30 pm Sunday Mass, as well as for special liturgies. His gift of
music enriched our celebrations and he will be greatly missed by our
parish community.

WEEKLY COLLECTION
Thanksgiving: $1526.15 Presbytery $1130.00 Loose Collection: $950.00
Support our Parish If you would like to make direct payments to our bank accounts, the details are:
St Mary’s General Account: (Thanksgiving & Donations) NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 483196852
For contributions to support our priests and the Archdiocese:
Presbytery Account: NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult
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