ahead of them, and the sheep follow because
they know his voice. They never follow a
stranger but run away from him: they do not
recognise the voice of strangers.’

Jesus told them this parable but they failed
to understand what he meant by telling it to
them.

So Jesus spoke to them again:

I tell you most solemnly,

I am the gate of the sheepfold.

All others who have come

are thieves and brigands;

but the sheep took no notice of them.

I am the gate.

Anyone who enters through me will be safe:

he will go freely in and out

and be sure of finding pasture.

The thief comes

only to steal and kill and destroy.

I have come

so that they may have life

and have it to the full.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH (Nicene Creeed)
|_believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisi-
ble.I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was
incarate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. | believe
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.| confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

FRATCRN U 1TIC TALLTITUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Grant, we pray, O Loxd,

that we may always find delight in these
paschal mysteries,

so that the renewal constantly at work
within us

may be the cause of our unending joy.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-V OF EASTER

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: When we eat this Bread and drink
this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,

until you come again.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Loxd, we pray...

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Good Shepherd has risen,

who laid down his life for his sheep
and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Look upon your flock, kind Shepherd,
and be pleased to settle in eternal pastures
the sheep you have redeemed by the
Precious Blood of your Son. Who lives and
reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, " and the Holy
Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

THE BEAUTIFUL SHEPHERD

The Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of
Easter is traditionally from John 10,
about the ‘Good (or, literally, ‘beautiful’)
shepherd’. Today’s selection focuses on
the image of the gate of the sheepfold.
In our culture, gates and doors are
important. They provide us with security
and access to what is inside—a house, a
building, a room. And through entering
the door or gate, we come to be with
others, with whom we (usually) identify
or know, perhaps family members and
friends. In the Gospel, the one who enters
this gate is the shepherd of the flock—an
image familiar to John’s Mediterranean
audience and in a world where shepherds
were male and female. The shepherd
is a protecting and loving figure who is
familiar with each sheep—calling each
The shepherd leads the

sheep who follow because ‘they know his

one by name.

voice’. This image of the sheep ‘knowing’
the voice of the shepherd accentuates the
deep and abiding intimate relationship
between the sheep and shepherd.

In the final part of the Gospel, Jesus
reaffirms his mission of protection and
his intent to bring freedom to those who
listen to his voice. Perhaps, by the time
of the Gospel’s writing, the community
was  already
difficulty and others presuming to speak

experiencing division,

in ways that claimed authority but were
in fact ‘thieves and brigands’. The Gospel
concludes: Jesus has come ‘so that they
may have life and have it to the full.” This
desire for the fullness of life echoes in
each of our hearts as we allow the voice of
the ‘Beautiful Shepherd’ to guide, protect
and nurture us.

Fr MicHAEL TRAINOR
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ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG—160 FOSTER STREET, DANDENONG

OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

TEL: 9791-4611/OFFICE HOURS 9AM-3PM TUESDAY-FRIDAY/EMAIL: dandenong@cam.org.au

FourtH SunDAY OF EAsTER / A

THEY KNOW HIS VOICE. At times it can be hard to recognise the voice of Jesus
as there are many who claim to speak in his name. A useful guide is to look at

people’s actions. We can listen to those whose lives reveal the qualities of Jesus: love,
compassion, justice, self-sacrifice. They are the good shepherds in our midst.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 32:5-6

The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth;
by the word of the Lord the heavens were
made, alleluia.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you have revealed yourself as
the way to the Father: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You have poured out on your people the
Spirit of truth: Chuist, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You are the Good Shepherd, leading us to
etemal life: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, /
have mercy on us; / you take away the
sins of the world, / receive our praver; /
you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, / have mercy on us./ For you
alone are the Holy One, / you alone are
the Lord, / you alone are the Most High, /
Jesus Christ, / with the Holy Spirit, / in
the glory of God the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

P. Almighty ever-living God,

lead us to a share in the joys of heaven,
so that the humble flock may reach

where the brave Shepherd has gone before.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 2:14, 36-41
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ.

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with
the Eleven and addressed the crowd with a
loud voice: ‘The whole House of Israel can be
certain that God has made this Jesus whom
you crucified both Lord and Chuist.”

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and
said to Peter and the apostles, “What must
we do, brothers?” “You must repent,” Peter
answered ‘and every one of you must be
baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was
made is for you and your children, and for all
those who are far away, for all those whom the
Lord our God will call to himself.” He spoke to
them for a long time using many arguments,
and he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this
perverse generation.” They were convinced by
his arguments, and they accepted what he
said and were baptised. That very day about
three thousand were added to their number.’

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps22:1-6.R. v. 1
R. The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want. (or Alleluia!)
1. The Lord is my shepherd; / there is
nothing I shall want. / Fresh and green are
the pastures / where he gives me repose. /
Near restful waters he leads me, / to revive
my drooping spirit. R.

2. He guides me along the right path; / he
is true to his name. / If I should walk in the
valley of darkness/ no evil would I fear. /
You are there with your crook and your
staff; / with these you give me comfort. R.
3. You have prepared a banquet for me /

in the sight of my foes. / My head you have
anointed with oil; / my cup is overflowing. R.
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow
me / all the days of my life. / In the Lord’s own
house shall I dwell / for ever and ever. R.
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SECOND READING

1 Pet 2:20-25
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

You had gone astray but now you have come
back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing
punishment patiently when you are punished
after doing your duty.

This, in fact, is what you are called to do,
because Chuist suffered for you and left an
example for you to follow the way he took.
He had not done anything wrong, and there
had been no perjury in his mouth. He was
insulted and did not retaliate with insults;
when he was tortured he made no threats
but he put his trust in the righteous judge.
He was bearing our faults in his own body on
the cross, so that we might die to our faults
and live for holiness; through his wounds you
have been healed. You had gone astray like
sheep but now you have come back to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good
shepherd, says the Lord; I know my
sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia!

GOSPEL
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

Jn10:14

Jn10:1-10

P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

I am the gate of the sheepfold.

Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone
who does not enter the sheepfold through the
gate, but gets in some other way is a thiefand a
brigand. The one who enters through the gate
is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper
lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one by
one he calls his own sheep and leads them out.
When he has brought out his flock, he goes
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FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Saturday Morning: 9.15am

Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANNOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat (Fridays
will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am or upon request

BAPTISM. MARRIAGE OR
HOUSE BLESSING
Please contact the Parish Centre on
9791 4611

COMMUNION AND
ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on

9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously ill,

homebound or hospitalised and wants to
receive Holy Communion or the
Sacrament of Anointing.

REGULAR GROUP MEETING

"Deacon Rhys Lowther is a transitional deacon for
the Archdiocese of Melbourne”.
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I am currently completing my priestly formation at Corpu Christi
College Seminary and have enjoyed getting to know the community of
St Mary’s Dandenong as I come here on weekends.

I was born in 2000 and grew up in Lara with my family. During second-
ary school I became increasingly aware of the significance of faith in my
life. I was convinced of truth of the Catholic Faith and was strengthened
by regular Mass, devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, frequent confession
and devotion to Our Lady through the Rosary. By the time I went to
World Youth Day in Poland in 2016, I was confident that I wanted to
give my life to continue Christ’s work of redemption as a priest. I entered
the seminary in 2019 and I look forward to life as a priest for the salva-
tion of souls."

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Recently Deceased:

Anniversaries: Darryl Williams, Vincent Williams, Francis Williams, Louis Williams & Walter De Silva,
Margaret D’Cruz, Richard D’Cruz, Mark D’Cruz, Vilma Cramer & David Pearson, Regis Perera,
Kingsley Emmanuel Wickramsingh,

Sick: Kulandhai Therese, Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernar-
do, Ray Gilligan, Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Perez, Angela Antho-
ny, Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills, Maddie,
Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni, Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee, Ping Lo, Robyn, Fr Brendan
Lane, Anne Richards, Gervais Tourmentin, Ashleigh Wills, Anthony Morri, Lyma Payne, Eva Salvacion Satuito, Fr Michael Willemsen,
Vreni Bien, Robyn Campbell, Rosario Giaquinta, Joanna Van Der Ven, Ricky (The privacy legislation requires us to have written per-
mission by an authorised person before any name can be printed) in the Marian. (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO
COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE)

6TH NATIONAL COUNT OF ATTENDANCE MASS COUNT — MAY 2026

The 6th National Count of Attendance at Mass and Other (Sunday) Assemblies will take place year over the next four week-
ends of 2nd - 3rd May, 9th — 10th May, 16th — 17th May and 23rd - 24th May . This year marks a significant milestone—25
years of national attendance data, beginning with the first count in 2001. The 2026 results will provide valuable insights into
long-term trends, particularly in understanding the ongoing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, which influenced attendance
patterns in 2021

Permanent Diaconate Information Session - 2 May 2026 - The Permanent Diaconate is open to single and married men,
aged between 30 and 50+, who want to serve God and the Church as ordained ministers. The information session is open to
everyone interested in learning more about the permanent diaconate. If you have attended any previous session, you are also
welcome to attend this session. It is an opportunity to further discern your vocation. Wives most welcome. The session will
be on Saturday morning, 2nd May, 10.00am—11.30am in person at The Catholic Theological College, 278 Victoria Parade
East Melbourne. Email: Deacon Kevin Pattison Kevin.Pattison@cam.org.au with full name and parish. All are welcome.

WA i Our Parish Joyfully Welcomes those Adithyan & Alira Jane who will be baptised |

St Mary's Social club looks to rejuvenate the club and
welcome interested new members to come along to a meet-
ing on the 30th of April 7pm to 8pm at St Mary's Parish
office. (In the mean time please forward any fresh ideas
to the parish office) email: dandenong(@cam.org.au

ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in
the Fellowship Room followed by
Rosary

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the
church

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

BINGO AT ST MARY’S
St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at
12noon & Saturdays at 6.30pm in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong

[ C /d this weekend. We keep them in our prayers and ask that they, together with their families,
ﬁ@d continue to grow in faith and in the love of God.
PARISH SYNOD CORNER
Synodality and priests

For priests, synodality is not an added burden but a way of exercising ministry in communion. When priests foster
listening and participation, parishes become more alive, missionary, and joyful. The priest presides at the Eucha-
rist, but the whole community contributes to the Church’s mission.

Synodality and the laity

Synodality affirms that the Holy Spirit is at work in the lives of all the baptised. Lay people are not simply helpers
of clergy; they are active disciples called to witness to Christ in families, workplaces, and society. A synodal
Church takes this vocation seriously.

St Mary's Social Club Invite you for a social gathering of meet and greet
with live music & lunch Every 2nd Thursday of the Month

From: 11.30am to 2.30pm. Lunch served at 12.30pm

Donations welcome. Please inform early of your attendance To assist with
catering. RSVP - Brian David 0430 076 691 Esmenia- 0452025453
Bernard Barr- 0412372566

On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, pray for yourself. Pray to know if God is calling YOU to be a Priest,
Sister or Brother. Pray! A prayer request You might know of a young person in the parish, in your family or an
acquaintance whom you think would make a good priest or religious. Why not pray for them by name on a regular
basis? Carry them with you ‘spiritually’ to Mass on Sunday and place them on the alter at the offertory. Some-
times the Lord uses us as his instruments to encourage vocations.

THE FIRST OF THE FIRST FIVE SATURDAY
DEVOTION-FATIMA DEVOTIONS

(ST MARY’S PARISH) 2ND MAY 2026

8:00am — Adoration, Rosary and Benediction

9:15am — Mass and Confession—Followed by Processsion

RS

FIRST EUCHARIST classes will commence on 7th May at 4:30pm.

A welcome and registration day will be held on 30th April at 4:00pm in the Church.

All children not attending a Catholic school, who have completed their First Reconciliation and are
currently in Year 4, are warmly invited to attend and register for the classes.
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FIRST FRIDAY—HEALING MASS

(ST MARY’S PARISH)

FRIDAY, 1ST MAY 2026

6:30pm to 9:30pm Rosary, Praise & Worship, Mass,

Adoration & Healing Prayers

Celebrant: Fr Sabu Thomas o

WEEKLY COLLECTION
Thanksgiving: $1852.35 Presbytery $762.80 Loose Collection: $1353.60
Support our Parish If you would like to make direct payments to our bank accounts, the details are:
St Mary’s General Account: (Thanksgiving & Donations) NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 483196852
For contributions to support our priests and the Archdiocese:
Presbytery Account: NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult



mailto:dandenong@cam.org.au

