DON'T JUST STAY IN THE VINEYARD – BEAR FRUIT
(27th Sunday OT A: Is 5.1-7; PL 4.6-9; Mt 21.33-43) - Fr. John Sang, CMF
Dear brothers and sisters, 
Today’s readings are united by one powerful image: the vineyard. In the first reading, Isaiah describes Israel as God’s vineyard - chosen, loved and carefully tended, yet failing to produce the fruit God desired. Jesus takes up this same image in the Gospel through the parable of the wicked tenants, who reject the owner’s servants and finally kill his son, pointing to Christ Himself—rejected and killed, yet raised as the cornerstone. Through His death and resurrection, salvation is opened to all nations. Then comes the challenge for us. As Jesus says: “The kingdom of God will … given to a people that will produce its fruit.” In Christ, we too have been gathered into God’s vineyard, the Church. But it is not enough simply to be in the vineyard; we are called to bear fruit. So today, the Word of God gives us three invitations.
1. Receive the vineyard with gratitude. To know Christ, to receive the sacraments and to belong to the Church are not our achievements; they are gifts of grace. Saint Paul reminds us that God “saved us and called us… not according to our works but according to his own design and grace” (2 Tim 1:9). Yet even the greatest gifts can lose their wonder when they become familiar. The tragedy of the tenants began when they forgot one simple truth: the vineyard was entrusted to them; it did not belong to them. They were tenants, but wanted to become owners. We too can become familiar to the Eucharist, the Word of God and the Church that we forget how precious these gifts are. Instead of asking, “What have I done for God?” perhaps we should first ask, “What has God already done for me?” He has given us life, called us through Baptism, forgiven us and nourished us with His Word and His Body. Everything begins with grace. So may we always receive our faith with gratitude.
2. Make the vineyard bear good fruit. The owner did not entrust his vineyard to the tenants simply for them to enjoy; he expected fruit. In the same way, every gift God gives carries a responsibility. So we should ask ourselves: What fruit is my faith producing? Saint Paul gives us an answer in today’s second reading: whatever is true, honourable, just, pure, lovely and worthy of praise - “think about these things.” These qualities should become visible in a our Christian life so that “the God of peace will be with you.” But we cannot produce them by our own strength. Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches… whoever remains in me will bear much fruit” (Jn 15:5). So, to be in the vineyard is a gift; to bear fruit is our responsibility; and to bear fruit, we must remain in Christ.
3. Share the fruit through mission. The gift of faith was never meant to be kept for ourselves. Jesus tells His disciples and us: “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19), and reminds us, “Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give” (Mt 10:8). The Church, therefore, is missionary by her very nature, and every Christian is called to be a missionary disciple. Mission does not always mean travelling to another country. It begins wherever God has placed us. We proclaim Christ when we choose love instead of selfishness, forgiveness instead of resentment, honesty instead of deception, and service instead of indifference. 
And perhaps the closest vineyard God has entrusted to us is our own family. The Church calls the Christian family the “domestic Church,” where faith is planted and love is cultivated. Its fruits may seem very ordinary: a meal shared together, time spent listening, a word of forgiveness, caring for an elderly parent, putting down our phones to be present to one another, or praying together. An untended garden soon fills with weeds. In the same way, without time, prayer and forgiveness, people living under the same roof can slowly become strangers.
Dear brothers and sisters, God has gathered us into His vineyard, the Church. May we receive this gift with gratitude, bear good fruit in our lives, and share that fruit so that others may come to know Christ. And begin with the vineyard closest to you - our own family. If our homes become places of prayer, love, forgiveness and faith, the whole Church will become a vineyard rich in fruit. So place Jesus Christ, the cornerstone, at the centre of your home and remain in Him, the true Vine. Then our families, our community and our Church will bear abundant fruit for the glory of God. Amen.
