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Fourth Sunday of Easter, 25-26 April, 2026

Masses

Monday
9am

Tuesday
9am Mass

Wednesday
7pm Mass

Thursday
9am Mass

Friday
9am Mass

Saturday
6pm Mass

Sunday
9am, 11lam, 6pm

Reconciliation

Saturdays
10am—10.30am

Message from Pope Leo at World
Day of Vocation

(extracted from the Holy Sea— Vatican Bulletin)

The Interior Discovery of God'’s Gift
Dear brothers and sisters, dear young people!

Guided and protected by the Risen Jesus, we
celebrate on the fourth Sunday of Easter — also
called “Good Shepherd Sunday” — the 63rd
World Day of Prayer for Vocations. It is an oc-
casion of grace in which we share some reflec-
tions on the interior dimension of vocation, un-
derstood as the discovery of God’s free gift that
blossoms in the depths of our hearts. Let us ex-
plore together the truly beautiful path of life
along which the Shepherd guides us.

The way of beauty

In the Gospel of John, Jesus describes himself
as the “good shepherd” (6 mowunv 6 xkolog) (Jn
10:11). This expression refers to a shepherd
who is perfect, authentic and exemplary, inas-
much as he is ready to give his life for his
sheep, thus revealing God’s love. He is the
Shepherd who draws us to himself, whose gaze
reveals that life is truly beautiful when one fol-
lows him. Neither the eyes of the body nor aes-
thetic sensibilities alone are sufficient to recog-
nize this beauty; rather, contemplation and inte-
riority are required. Only the one who pauses,
listens, prays and welcomes the Shepherd’s
gaze can say with confidence: “I trust him; life
with him can truly be beautiful. [ want to walk
this path of beauty.” What is most extraordinary
is that, in becoming his disciple, one truly be-
comes “beautiful”’; his beauty transforms us. As
the theologian Pavel Florenskij wrote, asceti-
cism does not produce a merely “good” person,

mission and reflecting his beauty.

This interior experience of life, faith and mean-
ing was also that of Saint Augustine, who, in
the third book of the Confessions, while ac-
knowledging the sins and errors of his youth,
recognizes God as “more inward than my most
inward part.”’[2] More than self-knowledge,
Augustine discovers the beauty of the divine
light that guides him in the darkness. Perceiving
God’s presence in the innermost recesses of his
soul, he came to understand the importance of
caring for the interior life as a place of encoun-
ter with Christ, which is the way to experience
the beauty and goodness of God in our own
lives.

Such a relationship is based on prayer and si-
lence, and when cultivated opens us to receive
and actively respond to the gift of vocation. It is
never an imposition or a one-size-fits-all model
to which one merely conforms; instead, it is an
adventure of love and happiness. Thus, on the
basis of caring for the interior life, we must ur-
gently recommence our vocational ministry and
renew our commitment to evangelization.

In light of this, I invite everyone — in families,
parishes and religious communities, as well as
bishops, priests, deacons, catechists, educators
and all the faithful — to commit themselves
more fully to creating conditions that allow this
gift to be embraced, nourished, protected and
accompanied, so that it may bear abundant fruit.
Only when our surroundings are illumined by
living faith, sustained by constant prayer and
enriched by fraternal accompaniment can God’s
call blossom and mature, becoming a path of
happiness and salvation for individuals and for
the world. By embarking on the path that Jesus,
the Good Shep-
herd, shows us,

but a “beautiful” one.[1] Indeed, more than we come to

goodness, the distinctive trait of the saint is the  know more

luminous spiritual beauty that radiates from his  deeply both

or her life in Christ. In this way, the Christian  gyrselves and

vocation reveals itself in all its depth as a par-  the God who

ticipation in the life of Jesus, by sharing in his  ¢alls us.
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Readings for NEXT WEEK
Fifth Sunday of Easter, 2026

First Reader: Acts 6:1-7

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Now during those days, when the disciples were increas-
ing in number, the Hellenists complained against the He-
brews because their widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution of food. And the twelve called together
the whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not
right that we should neglect the word of God in order to
wait on tables.

Therefore, brothers, select from among yourselves seven
men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom,
whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part,
will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.”
What they said pleased the whole community, and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, to-
gether with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. They had these men
stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands
on them. The word of God continued to spread; the num-
ber of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a
great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
This is the Word of God

Psalm

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.

Praise befits the upright.

Praise the Lord with the lyre;

make melody to him with the harp of ten strings

For the word of the Lord is upright,

and all his work is done in faithfulness.

He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.

Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his steadfast love,

to deliver their soul from death,

and to keep them alive in famine

Second Reader: 1 Peter 2:4-9

A reading from the first letter of St Peter

Beloved: Come to the Lord, a living stone, though rejected
by human beings yet chosen and precious in God’s sight.
Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices

Gospel:

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in
scripture: “See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone
chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not
be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious;
but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the build-
ers rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and
“A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes
them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word,
as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in or-
der that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

This is the Word of God

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluia!

I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord
no one comes to the Father, except through me
Alleluia! Alleluia!

John 14:1-12

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. And you know the way to the place where |
am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord,
show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you
still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you
not believe that [ am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but
the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me
that [ am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you
do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also
do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father

The Good news of the Lord

Reflection

If Jesus is truly the "way" I walk and the "life" I live, does my daily routine reflect his love and truth to those around me?

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.
St Paul Apostle safeguarding policies can be found on our website at
https.//www.melbcatholic.org/s/endeavourhills or in hardcopy in the Sacristy
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SACRAMENT PROGRAM—FIRST COMMUNION
Our next program for this year is the Sacrament of the First Com-
munion. Please note of the following important dates:

- First Family Night is on TUESDAY, 5 May at 7pm in
the Church

- This will be followed by 4 session either at school (those
attending our parish schools) or at ASRE (for those attend
ing non parish schools)

- Last Family Night is on TUESDAY 16 June at 7pm in
the Church

CHILDRENS LITURGY

As we are all aware, the running of the parish relies heavily on the
generosity of parishioners who volunteer their time to run many of
our Church activities and programs. One such program, our Chil-
dren’s Liturgy group is growing in attendance and is in great need
of additional leaders. Children’s Liturgy is held on Sunday 11am
Mass, during the school term. It commences at the beginning of
the Mass and ends at offering time (during the second collection).
Each time, there must be at least 2 volunteers to run it, under the
safeguarding policy. If you have time and are willing to assist this
group, please contact the Parish Office and we will give you more
information. Please consider to help this group.

CATHOLIC DEVELOPMENT FUND (CDF)

Last month we had a visit from the Catholic Development Fund
(CDF) which is a financial Institution assisting to fund projects
across Melbourne Catholic Archdiocese organisations, including
parishes (one of them being our parish), hospital wings and class-
rooms as well as charity groups (such as St. Vincent de Paul).
These funds are generated from maintaining the accounts which
are entrusted to CDF.

While the account holder gains interest from their savings or any
other investment form, CDF is able to help fund charities, churches
and other Catholic organisations with their needs.

For more information, you can either use the QR code provided,
call 1800 134 135, or use this link
www.catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au/communityfund

PROJECT COMPASSION!!

If you have Project Compassion box/es at home, it is now the time
to bring them back to the Church so that we can bank in the money
to the Caritas.

BINGO

Our next parish Bingo will be on FRIDAY, 15 May, 2026 at
7.30pm in the Annexe. You can come on your own or as a group.
For more information please contact Vianney 0438 700 675 or Joe
0419 385 441. Please note that this activity is strictly adults only
(18 years or over). Unfortunately, there is a strict policy which
states that anyone under this age is not permitted inside the hall
during Bingo

BREAD RUN

Bread Run is one of Vinnies (St Vin-
cent de Paul’s) programs. The bread
comes from a local bakery and is dis-
tributed to those who are in need. At
this stage, the group needs some extra
hands to help them with distributing
the bread. They run on Thursday at 7pm from the room under the
Church building.

If you think you can help this group, please contact Vianney on
0438 700 675 she will provide you with additional information

CATHOLICCARE VICTORIA SUNDAY APPEAL

Next weekend is the CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal
(previously held during the month of August).

CatholicCare Victoria is the Church’s mission in action - empow-
ering communities and building strength and resilience, to enable
everyone to reach their full potential and live life to the full.
Your kindness and generosity will help provide caring and com-
passionate support for struggling individuals and families in our
community.

Please donate to the CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal.

You can donate using the appeal envelope available in our parish,
donate online at www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967
2515.

COME AWAY

Come Away Retreats are conducted at the Holy Cross Centre on a
monthly basis. A time for both sharing and quiet time in the beau-
tiful garden setting of Holy Cross; guided meditation, silence,
Mass and Anointing, opportunity for individual guidance. Session
times: 9.30am. (start with a cuppa) to 3.00pm. (BYO lunch)

Our next session is Wednesday, June 24th, 2026

This long-standing Passionist Ministry at Holy Cross is valued by
many. We invite you to support it financially according to your
means. Suggested Donation $20 — $25

Readings:

Fourth Sunday of Easter Yr A
Acts 2:14a. 36-41
1 Peter 2: 20-25
John 10:1-10

www.universalis.com

Fifth Sunday of Easter Yr A
Acts 6:1-7
1 Peter 2:4-9
John 14:1-12

www.universalis.com

This weekend we pray for:

Those who are sick

Fr Chris Mithen CP, Kerryn Carney, Mary Antoun, Anne McCallister, Giuseppina Materia, Neville
Akom, Terry Gough, Tyronne Walles, Cecile Potier, Fr. Michael Willemsen, Sebastian Nowakowski,
Maria Terezia Szabo, Mavis David, James Mendis, Oliver Mendis, Hector de Santos, Teariki Sword,
Rui Manuel Campos, Ruby Reid, Danny Sugunasekera, Dorothy Locke, Piper Anne Spriggs, Grace
Sprigg, Ronella Tyrell and All those in aged care or homebound with chronic health issues

Those who have died

Sinta Nugraha, Milica Kosi, Kuntjoro Setyo, Raffaella Di Gennaro, Ronald Harris, Amato Ganino,
Betty Scanlan, Monica Mary Sleeman, Robert Stellato, Mareka (Mareta) Dunlop, Jacinta Martyn,
Cheryl Anthony, George Michael Patterson, John Patterson, Ryan Aloysius Elders, Amira Wijesinghe,
Jose Eduarte, Carlos Jesus, Nigel Macleod and all who are named in our church memorial book

May they rest in peace




St Paul Apostle Parish Endeavour Hills
MINISTERS OF WORD/ COMMENTATORS 2026

Saturday—6pm  Sunday 9am Sunday 11am Sunday 6pm
i- .- — -
1* Sunday Mary Pegram Virendra Jayetileke Anne Astin Stephen Nasalio
y Liz Spear Janina Gorski Rinku Arora William Roncon
9" Sunda Marg Daly Grace Sudjono Mars Sota Charlene Nheu
y Liseby Lapierre Rosa Mitchell Beth Sota Mignonne Meerwald
3,d Sunda Liz Flood Agnes Giam Alvita Dias Jeremy Ferrao
y Trevor Saldanha William Round Rinku Arora Reg Young
4" Sunda Mark Rolfe Mary Moore Mary Heaton Marg Keating
Y IKaren Rolfe Jodicee Tenisio Anne Astin William Roncon
5% Sunda Marg Daly Grace Sudjono Mary Heaton Lakni Weerasekera
y Trevor Saldanha Jodicee Tenisio Jennifer Tanti Charlene Nheu
St Paul Apostle Parish Endeavour Hills
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST 2026
Saturday—6pm Sunday 9am Sunday 11am Sunday 6pm
Maty Moore Vianney Clask
Riona Alveyn Nila Fernando Antonette Gargano Anne Kankanige
17 Sunday Lionel Alveyn Raosa Mitchell Stephen Herbert Peng Chee
Lien Phan Rohan Wickramasinghe Bimitha Mathew Vonny Lai
Jennifer Comninglian Patnicia D'Souza
Sig Romano Domingue Maclou
Gertrude Akom Anabela Costa Sai Dilinger Jenny Catania
2* Sunday Mima Arena Aloma Pereira Naomi Falo Brendan Keating
Carmeline Don Paul David Goh Stephen Nasalio Lakm Weerasekera
Rinku Arora Santhanamary
Mary Moore Vianney Clark
Celine Quinless Nila Fernando Antontette Gargano Vonny La
3" Sunday Riona Alveyn Raosa Mitchell Binitha Mathew Charlene Nheu
Lionel Alveyn Jennifer Cunnmeham Patnicia De Souza Marg Keating
Sig Romano Marie Clare Mullard
Aloma Pereira Naomu Falo
Bernie Henstndge Michelle Boissezon Domuinque Maclou Mignonne Meerwald
4™ Sunday Lien Phan Rohan Wickramasinghe Lauren Rafferty Swineetha Disanayake
Celine Quinless David Goh Stephen Herbert Jenny Catania
Daphne Goh Santhanamary
Sig Romano Binitha Mathew
Bernie Henstridge Anabela Costa Stephen Herbert Marg Keating
5% Sunday Carmeline Don Paul Nila Fernando Vianney Clark Peng Chee
Minma Arena Rinku Arora Patncia De Souza Jenny Catamia
Daphne Goh Marie Claire Maillard

Please note that the above rosters are subject to the completion
of the required SAFEGUARDING documents and training
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