that he should be sold, together with his wife
and children and all his possessions, to meet
the debt. At this, the servant threw himself :
down at his master’s feet. “Give me time,”
he said, “and I will pay the whole sum.” And
the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that :
he let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as :
this servant went out, he happened to meet :
a fellow servant who owed him one hundred
denarii; and he seized him by the throat and :
began to throttle him. “Pay what you owe
me,” he said. His fellow servant fell at his
feet and implored him, saying, “Give me time :
and I will pay you.” But the other would not :
agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown :
into prison till he should pay the debt. His
fellow servants were deeply distressed when
they saw what had happened, and they went :
to their master and reported the whole affair :
to him. Then the master sent for him. “You :
wicked servant,” he said, “I cancelled all that :
debt of yours when you appealed to me. :
Were you not bound, then, to have pity on :
your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?”
And in his anger the master handed him over
to the torturers till he should pay all his debt. :
And that is how my heavenly Father will deal
with you unless you each forgive your brother :
from your heart.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

your servants’ offerings, that what each has

offered to the honour of your name may serve
the salvation of all. Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
: THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

© P. The Lord be with you.
¢ R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

© R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C R, Itis right and just.

 PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS
i IN ORDINARY TIME

After the Preface, we sing or say:

- All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
: Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
¢ Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

i who comes in the name of the Lord.

¢ Hosanna in the highest.

: THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

i All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection

: until you come again.

# COMMUNION RITE
- P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by

divine teaching, we dare to say:
i All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray...

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
i glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said...

R. Amen. :
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit. :
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

. LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
i of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

i the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

i the world, grant us peace.

- INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
¢ takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are

© those called to the supper of the Lamb.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to :
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his :
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Look with favour on our supplications,
O Lord, and in your kindness accept these,

R. Lord, I am not worthy

i that you should enter under my roof,
. but only say the word
i and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
- How precious is your mercy, O God!

The children of men seek shelter in the

. shadow of your wings.

- PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

: P. May the working of this heavenly gift,

O Lord, we pray, take possession of our

¢ minds and bodies, so that its effects, and not
our own desires, may always prevail in us.
Through Christ our Lord.

© R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

¢ P. The Lord be with you.
© R. And with your spirit.

- P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, "™ and the Holy
Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go in peace.

R. Thanks be to God.

&EAKING OPEN THE WORD

FORGIVE FROM THE HEART

Have you ever been hurt by another?
How do you act? Can you forgive?
Hurts, misunderstanding and at times
serious ruptures can occur amongst Jesus’
members.  The question which Peter
asks Jesus is relevant: ‘How often should
one forgive another? Seven times?’ Jesus
replies, ‘Seventy times seven,” meaning
forgiveness is beyond calculation.

Jesus then offers a parable to highlight
the essential truth about forgiving others
‘from the heart’. The story involves two
servants. One owes his king 1000 talents.
In Matthew’s day a talent was worth a
year’s wage. The servant owes the king
1000 years’ wages! An impossible debt
to honour, even though the servant
promises to pay it in time. The king, out
of compassion, cancels the debt. Whew!
Leaving the judgement hall, that same
servant comes across a fellow servant who
owes 100 denarii. A denarius is a day’s
wage, so the debt is a hundred days’
wages, a paltry sum by comparison. But
in this second scenario, compassion and
debt cancellation are absent. The king
gets to hear of this and imprisons the first
servant for his lack of forgiveness.
Meanness of spirit and forgiveness of
heart will have their divine repercussions,
the point of the final words of today’s
Gospel. Matthew’s Jesus invites us to
reflect upon our own forgiving and
compassionate spirit towards those who
have hurt or wronged us. As we pray in
the Lord’s Prayer, ‘...forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us.” The
measure of our forgiveness is ultimately
not God but our own hearts.

Fr MICHAEL TRAINOR

cf. Ps 35:8
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / A

HOW OFTEN MUST | FORGIVE? There is much truth in the proverb, ‘to err is human,
to forgive divine’. We all make mistakes. We all do or say things we later regret. And
yet, when others wrong us, we can find it beyond our human strength to forgive. As

we celebrate the mystery of Christ’s love today, let us ask Jesus to heal our divisions
and fill our hearts with his spirit of forgiveness.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

¢ P. Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler

cf. Sir 36: 18 of all things, and, that we may feel the

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait
for you, that your prophets be found
true. Hear the prayers of your servant,
and of your people Israel.

GREETING

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have
mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to

everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. /
We praise you, / we bless you, / we
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty

Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten being, bless his holy name. / My soul, give

Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, / you take away the sins of
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take
away the sins of the world, / receive our
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. /
Amen.

. RESP PSALM
. R. The Lord is kind and merciful;
. slow to anger and rich in compassion.

COLLECT

working of your mercy, grant that we may
© serve you with all our heart. Through our
© Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

. FIRST READING

A reading from the Book of Sirach.
i Forgive your neighbour’s faults and when you :
: pray, your sins will be forgiven.

Sir 27:30-28:7

Resentment and anger, these are foul things,
¢ and both are found with the sinner.
¢ He who exacts vengeance will experience

the vengeance of the Lord,

: who keeps strict account of sin.

P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,

Lord?

Showing no pity for a man like himself,

can he then plead for his own sins?

© Remember the last things, and stop hating,

- remember dissolution and death, and live by

the commandments.

Remember the commandments, and do not

bear your neighbour ill-will;

remember the covenant of the Most High,

and overlook the offence.
The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

Ps 102: 1-4, 9-12. R. v. 8

thanks to the Lord / and never forget all his
blessings. R.

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, / who
heals every one of your ills, / who redeems

¢ your life from the grave, / who crowns you
with love and compassion. R.

3. His wrath will come to an end; / he

will not be angry for ever. / He does not
treat us according to our sins / nor repay us
- according to our faults. R.

. GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! /I give you a new
commandment: / love one another as I
have loved you. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
© R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, / all my R. Glory to you, O Lord.

: I tell you that you forgive not seven times but
seventy times seven.

13 SepTEMBER 2026

4. For as the heavens are high above the
¢ earth / so strong is his love for those who
i fear him. / As far as the east is from the

west / so far does he remove our sins. R.

. SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
{ Romans.

Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.

: The life and death of each of us has its
¢ and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven. :

¢ If a man nurses anger against another,
: can he then demand compassion from the

Rom 14:7-9

: influence on others; if we live, we live for the
¢ Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so
that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This
- explains why Christ both died and came to
¢ life, it was so that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God

Jn 13: 34

Mt 18: 21-35

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how
¢ often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs
me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered,
¢ ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times.

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be

¢ compared to a king who decided to settle
his accounts with his servants. When the
: reckoning began, they brought him a man
who owed ten thousand talents; but he had
i no means of paying, so his master gave orders
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St. Mark’s Parish, Fawkner

St. Mark’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and
dignity of all children, people and vulnerable adults.

Principal: Peter Wilson

St. Mark’s Parish School

118 Argyle St, Fawkner, 3060.

Phone: 8335 4100

Email: principal@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.smfawkner.catholic.edu.au

- Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 10:00am to 4:30pm
’ “I will not forget you...

I have carved you on the palin of my Hand” (Is 49:15-16)

Weekday Mass Times:
Monday to Saturday: 9:00am.

Weekend Mass Times:
6:00pm:  Saturday Vigil Mass.
10:00am: Sunday Morning Mass.
6:00pm: Sunday Evening Mass.

First Sunday of the Month:
Renewal of Marriage Vows.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 9:30am and 5:15pm.
Or feel free to phone Fr. Colin.

Every Thursday of the Month:
5:30 - 7:00pm: Hope Café (Free Dinner).

First Wednesday of the Month:
7:00pm: Baptism Preparation Meeting.

First Saturday of the Month:
10:00 - 11:30am: Working Bee.

ST. MARK’S CATHOLIC PARISH
A warm welcome to
new parishioners.
Please let us know that
you have joined our
community and if there
is anything we can do
for you.

New to our Parish? |:|
Changing address? |:|
Need Thanksgiving Envelopes? I:I

Please Complete the details below
and place in the collection plate at
Mass or send to the Parish office.

PARISH PRAYER

God our Father, bless this
parish so that we may
love you more.

Help parents to be good
examples to their children and
our youth to grow in strength
as good Christians.
Encircle our families with

your loving care.

To the sick and the weak grant
health, to the aged
bring serenity, and to those
in sorrow, joy.

May we grow stronger in faith and
may our love for one
another become deeper in
our daily living.

Amen.

Name:

Phone:

Parish Advisory and Safeguarding
Committee: Fr. C. Xavier, Fr. B. Osuagwu,
P. Wilson, A. George, L. Rahme, L. Grech,

D. Abela, E. Bathan. m ; -'--

QR CODE AND ACCOUNT DETAILS FOR THE THANKSGIVING PLEDGE
v ETO make a thanksgiving payment, parishioners simply
4» scan your MelbCatholic QR code with your mobile phone
' camera and follow a few easy steps. This QR code is

a4 unique to St. Mark’s Church. Alternatively please make a

ST. MATTHEW’S PARISH, MASS TIMES

Sunday: 9:00am and 10:30am (ltalian).

Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am. Saturday: 5:30pm.

direct transfer to our Parish Account.
Account Name: St. Mark’s Church

:.:41-:;

Are you planning a Marriage
in the near future?

If so, in order to avoid
disappointment, it is most
important to first make an appointment with
the Parish Priest prior to making any

other bookings.

! !6.00pm Reader: D. Abela.

BSB: 083-347 GOD LOVES A
e o i Account No: 825284554

' Account Name: St. Mark’s Presbytery rl
BSB: 083-347
Account No: 673272043

We thank you for your continuous support and help!

N - Next Weekends Rosters:

| 19 Sep (Sat): v 0

Do not leave your mobiles,
purses, wallets, handbags
unattended - others may think

itis an answer to their prayers...

dl that's missing is M /

| Extraordinary Minister:

i 20t Sep (Sun):
:10.00am: Reader: J. Mansour & T. Betham.
| Extraordinary Minister: R. Mirabile, F. Cortara & G. Canfailla.

BEQUEATHING
- Would you like to remember the Parish ;
| in your Will? Property, Money,
: Artwork, Plants...
! There are many ways you can
i be remembered.
: Do contact the Parish Office
I (03) 9359 3111 for further information.
May God bless you!

_| | 6.00pm: Reader: D. Borg.

17th Sep (Thu) Team 4
A. Campana & V. Mandundu.

15t Sep: L. Grech.
26t Sep: E. & A. Bathan, J. Degran.

i | Thanksgiving: $521(Env) $672(Loose). Presbytery: $194(Env) $516(Loose).
i | Thank you for your generosity & support.

| |Church Cleaning:

i
:M:

| e e e e -

| Recently Deceased: Davida Luik.
Death Anniversary: Venerando Briones.

Pilgrim Virgin: 8t September - Elizaga Family.

24* September - Garcia Family.

14* Sep (Mon): Feast of The Exaltation of the Holy Cross.
15% Sep (Tue): Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows.

POPE AT AUDIENCE: HUMAN DIGNITY MUST
ALWAYS BE DEFENDED AS GOD’S GIFT

Pope Leo says the dignity of every human
person is a permanent gift of God’s love that
-{ we must defend. Human dignity does not
depend on a person’s abilities, wealth or
position in life, nor on the right or wrong choices made,
instead it is a gift that precedes and transcends each person
endowed by God as an expression of His unfailing love.

Human beings are capable of knowing and loving our
Creator, while the rest of creation is entrusted to our
responsible care. Christ, reveals the ultimate foundation of
this dignity by revealing humanity to itself and making known
to us our highest calling. “To be a person means to perceive
oneself as a gift to be shared, growing and maturing through
acceptance, reciprocity and service. The body must instead
be regarded as good and worthy of honour, since it was
created by God and destined for resurrection.

The Pope said intelligence, conscience, and freedom are the
essential expressions of human dignity. Intelligence seeks
truth, conscience gives unity and meaning to life, and
freedom allows people to take responsibility for decisions.
Created in God’s image, through Christ and for His sake, we
have received a unique and indelible dignity. Let us commit
ourselves to promoting and defending it always.

/4 \  CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
% 75. What was the first human sin?

When tempted by the devil, the first man and
woman allowed trust in their Creator to die in their hearts. In
their disobedience they wished to become “like God” but
without God and not in accordance with God. Thus, Adam
and Eve immediately lost for themselves and for all their
descendants the original grace of holiness and justice.

Our readings this Sunday focus on the [SlEles growswhere
need for forgiveness. Which beckons the BTSSR
question: Is there anyone in either our

own lives or the lives of others (including

those we hear about in the media or

history books) we would be unwilling or |

unable to forgive? Perhaps we ourselves

have done something we think is unforgiveable. If we judge
ourselves or others by the standards of our secular world,
which can be very unforgiving, who could be saved? So, the
Lord invites us to take a quantum leap into the Divine, His
eternal realm, where all wrongs can be forgiven and all
wounds healed, if only we will submit ourselves to His
life-giving grace (Fr John).

On the Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows we will gather as the
Church in Melbourne for our annual Prayer Service of
Lament for survivors of abuse on Tuesday 15 September
4.00pm to 5.00pm. Archbishop Peter Comensoli is inviting
everyone to join him in prayer and lament at St. Patrick's
Cathedral (grounds) 1 Cathedral Pl, East Melbourne. In Mary,
the Church learns not to turn away from suffering, but to
remain present with compassion, humility and prayer.

~ ©~ A Religious Teacher gave a long talk on sin, prayer,
~=” and forgiveness. When she finished the lesson, she
asked the class, "What do we have to do before we

: " ask the Lord for forgiveness?"
One Ilttle girl confidently answered, "Sin".

BLES 5 INGS Congratulations Fr. Benneth on your
on. the PN Anniversary of Priestly Ordination.

Anniversary( 155 ) We want to express our heartfelt
gy, ) appreciation for your steadfast

Ordmdl'an devotion and tireless efforts. May God

j , bless you abundantly as you continue

( to be a beacon of hope, love, and faith.
¥l We welcome everyone to join us for
= Morning Tea at Hope café.

FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Being Christian, is not the result of an w
ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the
encounter with an event. The Gospel the
liturgy offers us on the Feast of the Exalta-
tion of the Holy Cross suggests that God
wants to enter into a relationship of love [
with everyone. This is offered in His Son,
Jesus, lifted up on the Cross.

Lifting up our gaze to God expresses a '
very important truth: we are invited to ﬁ ‘
enter back into relationship with Him. We )

need to stop turning in on ourselves, uselessly nurturing a
sense of guilt and forgetting that “in whatever our hearts
condemn, God is greater than our hearts” (1 Jn 3:20). Lifting
up our gaze should not enkindle fear, but gratitude, because
that elevation is the measure of the love with which God
loves His children, in His Son. We cannot remain neutral
regarding the Cross of Jesus. Either we are with Him or we
are against Him. A choice is made before every action, for
the actions of a Christian are none other than the testimony
of how “God has loved us so much that he gave His only Son,
Jesus.”

DY
L

SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY 2026

This weekend is Safeguarding Sunday. The
2026 theme “Love Protects” recognises
that safeguarding is a practical expression
of Christian love. When communities prioritise the safety,
dignity, and wellbeing of children, young people and
vulnerable adults, they embody the love and care that is at
the heart of the Gospel. "‘Love Protects’ reminds us that
genuine love is demonstrated through action,"” said chair of
the Bishops Commission for Professional Standards and
Safeguarding, Bishop Greg Bennet.

Safeguarding is an essential part of our mission and ministry.
It calls each of us to be attentive, accountable and
committed to ensuring that every person can participate in
the life of the Church safely and with confidence. It provides
an opportunity to acknowledge the work of clergy, staff,
volunteers and safeguarding leaders who work to foster
cultures of safety and trust throughout church communities.
Their dedication strengthens the Church's commitment to
preventing harm, responding appropriately to concerns and
promoting the dignity of every person.

AUSTRALIAN
CATHOLIC BISHOPS
CONFERENCE

2 % 18" Sep (Fri): 7:00pm - Movie Night in the
#m’@ 3 Hope Cafe! Movie: Monsieur Vincent.
W Refreshments and drinks are served.

All are welcome!

24. Synodality and trust

Trust grows when people know their voices matter.
Synodality helps rebuild trust within the Church and
between the Church and society.

.-+Mzsouuus
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