if there were not, I should have told you.

I am now going to prepare a place for you,

and after I have gone and prepared you a

place,

I shall return to take you with me;

so that where I am

you may be too.

You know the way to the place where I am

going’
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where
you are going, so how can we know the
way?’ Jesus said:

‘T am the Way, the Truth and the Life.

No one can come to the Father except

through me.

If you know me, you know my Father too.

From this moment you know him and

have seen him.’

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and
then we shall be satisfied.” ‘Have I been with
you all this time, Philip,” said Jesus to him
‘and you still do not know me?

“To have seen me is to have seen the Father,

so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”?

Do you not believe

that I am in the Father and the Father is

in me?

The words I say to you I do not speak as

from myself:

it is the Father, living in me, who is doing

this work.

You must believe me when I say

that I am in the Father and the Father is

in me;

believe it on the evidence of this work, if

for no other reason.

‘I tell you most solemnly,

whoever believes in me

will perform the same works as I do myself,

he will perform even greater works,

because I am going to the Father.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. O God, who by the wonderful exchange
effected in this sacrifice have made us
partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray, that, as we have come to
know your truth, we may make it ours by a
worthy way of life. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-V OF EASTER

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray...

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  cf.Jn 15:1,5
I am the true vine and you are the
branches, says the Lord.

Whoever remains in me, and I in him,
bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Graciously be present to your people,

we pray, O Lord, and lead those you have
imbued with heavenly mysteries to pass from
former ways to newness of life. Through
Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ™ and the Holy
Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go in peace.

R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

TRUST IN GOD

We all worry from time to time. Worry
is one of the great social concerns that
surround us. We worry about so much:
our families and loved ones, our health,
what is going on in the world, finances...
and the list is endless. It is into this
situation that Jesus speaks to us today.
‘Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust
in God and trust in me.” These words get
to the heart of our lives. Jesus invites us to
trust in him and his God, despite all that
surrounds us. While such an invitation
flies in the face of much that distracts
us, the Gospel invites us into a space, ‘a
place’, where we can rest with God. Jesus
assures John’s audience, and us, that he
has already prepared this place. It awaits
us—and we don’t have to wait until death
to enjoy it—we can allow ourselves to
draw close to Jesus and be with him now.
This is the sense behind Jesus’ reassurance
to Thomas who questions Jesus about
where he is going and how to be where he
is. The response is clear: ‘I am the Way,
the Truth and the Life.” These words are
clearly important for us to enjoy and relish
as our celebration of Easter continues.
Jesus offers us companionship (‘the
Way’), leads us into ultimate communion
with God (‘the Truth’) and brings us into
a sense of complete wholeness (‘the Life’).
The final part of today’s Gospel reaffirms
Jesus” communion with his Father and
that our communion and trust in Jesus
leads us into ultimate communion with
God. Everything in this Gospel invites us
to trust Jesus’ words and let go, perhaps
just a little, of our worries.

Fr MICHAEL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

FirTH SUNDAY OF EASTER / A

[ AM THE WAY. In every age there are people who claim to know the way to a full
and happy life. Often their ideas flourish for a while and then fade. But there is one
way to the fullness of life that has stood the test of time — and that way is Jesus. If we
follow Jesus, the Way, we will come to the fullness of life and truth, and communicate

this life to others.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 97:1-2
O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has
worked wonders; in the sight of the nations
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore

you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, /
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are
seated at the right hand of the Father, /
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, /
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

P. Almighty ever-living God, constantly
accomplish the paschal Mystery within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in
Holy Baptism may, under your protective

care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of
life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever
and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 6:1-7
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

They elected seven men filled with the Spirit
and wisdom.

About this time, when the number of disciples
was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint
against the Hebrews: in the daily distribution
their own widows were being overlooked. So
the Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples
and addressed them, ‘It would not be right for
us to neglect the word of God so as to give out
food; you, brothers, must select from among
yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled
with the Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand
over this duty to them, and continue to devote
ourselves to prayer and to the service of the
word.” The whole assembly approved of this
proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism.
They presented these to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of the Lord continued to spread:
the number of disciples in Jerusalem was
greatly increased, and a large group of priests
made their submission to the faith.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19. R. v. 22
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we
place our trust in you. (or Alleluia!)

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you
just; / for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. /
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, /
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. R.
2. For the word of the Lord is faithful / and
all his works to be trusted. / The Lord loves
justice and right / and fills the earth with his
love. R.

3. The Lord looks on those who revere
him, / on those who hope in his love, / to
rescue their souls from death, / to keep them
alive in famine. R.

3 May 2026

SECOND READING

1 Pet 2:4-9
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men
but chosen by God and precious to him;
set yourselves close to him so that you too,
the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual
sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made
acceptable to God, may be living stones
making a spiritual house. As scripture says:
See how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone
that I have chosen and the man who rests
his trust on it will not be disappointed.
That means that for you who are believers,
it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone
rejected by the builders has proved to be the
keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock
to bring men down. They stumble over it
because they do not believe in the word; it
was the fate in store for them.

But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set
apart to sing the praises of God who called
you out of the darkness into his wonderful
light.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 14:6

Alleluia, alleluia! / I am the way, the
truth, and the life, says the Lord; / no
one comes to the Father, except through
me. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

I am the way, the truth, and the life.

Jesus said to his disciples:

Jn 14:1-12

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Trust in God still, and trust in me.
There are many rooms in my Father’s house;



MONTH OF MARY, MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS, PRAY FOR US.

St. Mark’s Parish, Fawkner

St. Mark’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and
dignity of all children, people and vulnerable adults.

Pilgrim Virgin: 30" Apr- Stephan Family. 14% May - Markus Family.

This weekend We will have a special collection towards the CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal.

Easter House Blessing: Those who wish to have their homes blessed during this Easter time please
contact the Parish office.

Principal: Peter Wilson
St. Mark’s Parish School
Phone: 8335 4100

= Parlsh Priest: Fr. Colin J. Xavier
— 9 Lee Street, Fawkner, 3060
Phone: 9359 3111 Fax: 9359 3102

Email: fawkner@cam.org.au Email: principal@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au
Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/fawkner Website: www.smfawkner.catholic.edu.au

- Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 10:00am to 3:30pm
: “I will not forget you... I have carved you on the palm of my Hand" (s 49:15-16)

"Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put together
that overwhelm the world."

.........................................................................................

POPE'S MAY PRAYER INTENTION: THAT
\ Those who are celebrating their Birthday and
EVERYONE MIGHT HAVE FOOD Weddmg Anniversary this month - We wish you the %=
| Pope Leo invites Catholics to pray that|: : most beautiful time with family and friends. W v
everyone might have food, as he highlights | ie..cee i csc s eaed
i how millions of brothers and sisters MAY IS THE MONTH OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

May is the month which the piety of the
faithful has especially dedicated to Our

ST. MARK’S CATHOLIC PARISH

A warm welcome to
new parishioners.

Please let us know that

Weekday Mass Times:
Monday to Saturday: 9:00am.

Weekend Mass Times:

PARISH PRAYER

God our Father, bless this
parish so that we may

much food is wasted.

6:00pm:  Saturday Vigil Mass.
10:00am: Sunday Morning Mass.
6:00pm: Sunday Evening Mass.

First Sunday of the Month:
Renewal of Marriage Vows.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 9:30am and 5:15pm.
Or feel free to phone Fr. Colin.

Every Thursday of the Month:
5:30 - 7:00pm: Hope Café (Free Dinner).

First Wednesday of the Month:
7:00pm: Baptism Preparation Meeting.

First Saturday of the Month:
10:00 - 11:30am: Working Bee.

Parish Advisory and Safeguarding
Committee: Fr. Colin Xavier, P. Wilson,
A. George, L. Rahme, L. Grech, D. Abela,
E. Bathan.

you have joined our
community and if
there is anything we
can do for you.

New to our Parish? |:|
Changing address? I:l
Need Thanksgiving Envelopes? |:|

Please Complete the details below
and place in the collection plate at
Mass or send to the Parish office.

Name:

Phone:

examples to their children and our

May we grow stronger in faith and

love you more.
Help parents to be good

youth to grow in strength
as good Christians.

Encircle our families with

your loving care.
To the sick and the weak grant
health, to the aged
bring serenity, and to those
in sorrow, joy.

may our love for one
another become deeper in
our daily living.
Amen.

In his prayer, the Pope recognized with sorrow that millions of
brothers and sisters continue to suffer from hunger. Lament-
ing that so many goods are wasted at our tables, he prayed
that the Lord may "awaken in us a new awareness: that we
learn to give thanks for every food, to consume simply, to
share with joy, and to care for the fruits of the earth as a gift,
destined for all, not just a few."

The Pope prayed, “You who sent us Your beloved Son Jesus,
broken bread for the life of the world,” "give us a new heart,
hungry for justice and thirsty for fraternity." He said that
Jesus makes us capable of "transforming the logic of selfish
consumption into a culture of solidarity,” through our commu-
nities by promoting concrete gestures, including awareness
campaigns, food banks, and a sober and responsible lifestyle.
Pope Leo concluded by praying, "may no one be excluded

from the common table, and may Your Spirit teach us to see
bread not as an object of consumption but as a sign of

communion and care. Amen."

QR CODE AND ACCOUNT DETAILS FOR THE THANKSGIVING PLEDGE
v @ To make a thanksgiving payment, parishioners simply
-I'

scan your MelbCatholic QR code with your mobile phone
camera and follow a few easy steps. This QR code is
a4 unique to St. Mark’s Church. Alternatively please make a

ST. MATTHEW'’S PARISH, MASS TIMES
Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am. Saturday: 5:30pm.
Sunday: 9:00am and 10:30am (ltalian).

y '. —‘

o, 4‘!."0

Are you planning a Marriage |
in the near future? |

If so, in order to avoid :
disappointment, it is most |

+ direct transfer to our Parish Account.
; _*' Account Name: St. Mark’s Church

= BSB: 083-347
= Account No: 825284554

Account Name: St. Mark’s Presbytery rl
BSB: 083-347
Account No: 673272043

We thank you for your continuous support and help!

GOD LOVES A
CHEERFgL

///\.\\

God’s Love ...What does it mean to love as Jesus
loved? The love Jesus poured out to all was an
expression of God’s love that has been poured
out to all creation since the very beginning and
continues to be poured out today. God’s love
doesn’t keep score. When humankind turned its
back on God, God’s love continued to call them back to faith-
ful relationship. God’s love is not conditional whatever we do,
God continues to love us. There is no barrier that we can con-
struct that God’s love cannot get around. It is this sort of love
that the new commandment demands of us. (Greg Sunter).

the Parish Priest prior to making any : | Next Weekends Rosters:

other bookings. | : gth May (Sat):
: !6.00pm Reader: L. Peters.
| Extraordinary Minister:

10t May (Sun):

—_——— e e ——

Do not leave your mobiles,
purses, wallets, handbags
unattended - others may think

itis an answer to their prayers...

important to first make an appointment with | — .. . . . . . .

:10.00am: Reader: S. Fragapane & L. Maselli.
— | Extraordinary Minister: F. Cortara & N. D'Souza.

N0

7. Synodality and bishops

Bishops remain shepherds and teachers of the
B (T faith. Synodality does not weaken their authority;
N[\ rather, it enriches their ministry by grounding
leadership in prayerful listening and communal
discernment. A bishop who listens walks more closely with

his people, as Christ the Good Shepherd does.

~n

COMMON SENSE ISNOTAGIFT,

Blessed Lady, and it is the occasion for a
moving tribute of faith and love which
Catholics in every part of the world pray
to the Queen of Heaven.

During this month Christians, both in
church and in the privacy of the home,
| offer up to Mary from their hearts a
2w loving homage of prayer and veneration.
Some or all of the following prayers to
the Blessed Virgin can be incorporated into our daily
prayers during this month: The Rosary, Hail Mary, Hail Holy
Queen, Magnificat, Act of Reparation to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Spend some time each day of May reflecting on the
Annunciation, the Visitation, the Assumption and other
important moments in the life of Mary. “My soul magnifies
the Lord, And my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.”

CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal

This weekend is the CatholicCare Victoria & ime
Sunday Appeal. It is the Church’s mission in [ s
action, empowering communities and building

strength and resilience, to enable everyone to reach their
full potential and live life to the full. Your kindness and gen-
erosity will help provide caring and compassionate support
for struggling individuals and families in our community. You
can donate using the appeal envelope or donate online at
www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515.

Do you know why birds do not fall from the branch of a tree,
even when they sleep?

The secret is in the tendons of the birds, when the knees
bend, the feet hold firm. The feet do not let go of the branch
until it unfolds the knee to fly. The bent knees give the birdie
the strength to hold anything. Isn't that wonderful?

The Creator did not make us different from the birds ...
when we feel insecure, threatened ... when everything is
difficult, our greatest security comes from a bent knee
before God in prayer! Bend your knees and talk to GOD. Itis
He who renews our strength and faith. And if He cares for a
little bird, imagine what He will do for you?

BECAUSE YOU HAVE TO DEAL WITH

5 IT'S A PUNISHMENT.
’ EVERYONE WHO DOESN'T HAVE (T.

56. How do we collaborate with divine Providence?

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

While respecting our freedom, God asks us to cooperate with him and
gives us the ability to do so through actions, prayers and sufferings,
thus awakening in us the desire “to will and to work for his good
pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).

I i 6.00pm: Reader: M. Pegorin.
7thMay (Thu) Team 1
N. Fernando & S. Peiris.

: I
! There are many ways you can s Counters: 9th May: J. Degran, E.& A. Bathan. :
i be remembered. I 12th May: L. Grech. I

Do contact the Parish Office I | Thanksgiving: $443(Env) $633 (Loose). Presbytery: $235 (Env) $588 (Loose). |

I (03) 9359 3111 for further information.
May God bless you! I Thank you for your generosity & support. I

BEQUEATHING
- Would you like to remember the Parish ;
| in your Will? Property, Money,
: Artwork, Plants...

I |Church Cleaning:

NATIONAL COUNT OF ATTENDANCE FOR 2026
PARISH MASS COUNT
This Annual Parish Mass count taken in May is important for pastoral
planning activities by the Archdiocese. This year the four weekends
of 2-3 May, 9-10 May, 16-17 May and 23-24 May have been selected
for the count.




