
WE ARE GOD’S BELOVED

In a world of unrest and at a time when 

many of us could be struggling with 

uncertainty and loneliness, the readings 

for this Feast offer us a soulful soothing 

balm. Each of the readings celebrate God 

(first reading), the Holy Spirit (second 
reading) and Jesus (our Gospel); our focus 

is on the Gospel. The passage’s context 

is about Nicodemus, a Jewish leader, 

coming to Jesus ‘by night’, seeking to 

understand Jesus’ relationship with God. 

Jesus speaks of the importance of being 

born ‘from above’. 

In typical Johannine misunderstanding—

Nicodemus  doesn’t understand how 

we can be born ‘again’ (a confusion 

with Jesus’ word ‘above’ and a play  on 

the Greek)—John invites the audience 

(and us) to come to the heart of God’s 

agenda: God is in absolute love with the 

world; his Son, Jesus, becomes the fruit 

of that love through whom believers, even 

the searching Nicodemus, will be found 

and have life eternal. This is a powerful 

witness and clear statement of God’s 

intention for our world. We, too, need 

to hear this when there seem to be many 

contrary and conflicting voices.
John’s Gospel is important for us to 

know that no matter what, we are God’s 

beloved; God does not judge or condemn 

us. This flies in the face of those who 
think, wrongly, that God is ‘out to get us’ 

and awaits to chalk up our misdeeds. This 

is so contradictory to the God revealed 

to us in Jesus. We, like Nicodemus, find 
ourselves at times stumbling around ‘by 

night’ as we seek to come into the light. 

This is God’s gift to us on this feast as we 

celebrate God’s beloved intent for us and 

our world. 
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Fr Michael Trainor

A GOD OF TENDERNESS. God did not wreak vengeance on the Israelites in the 

wilderness when they began to worship a golden calf. Rather, God came among them 

in tenderness and compassion, forgave their sin and restored the covenant. This God 

became incarnate in Jesus and dwells among us in the Spirit. As we marvel at the 

unconditional love of God we exclaim: Glory and praise forever!

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Blest be God the Father, and the Only 

Begotten Son of God, and also the Holy 

Spirit, for he has shown us his merciful 

love.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 

acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 

ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

All: I confess to almighty God and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 

greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in 

my words, in what I have done and in 

what I have failed to do, (striking the 

breast) through my fault, through my 

fault, through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 

all the Angels and Saints, and you, my 

brothers and sisters, to pray for me to 

the Lord our God.

P. May almighty God have mercy on 

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 

everlasting life.

R. Amen.

V.  Lord, have mercy.

R.  Lord, have mercy.

V.  Christ, have mercy.

R.  Christ, have mercy.

V.  Lord, have mercy.

R.  Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on 

earth peace to people of good will. / 

We praise you, / we bless you, / we 

adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 

you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 

God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 

Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 

Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 

the Father, / you take away the sins of 

the world, / have mercy on us; / you take 

away the sins of the world, / receive our 

prayer; / you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For 

you alone are the Holy One, / you alone 

are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 

High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy 

Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. / 

Amen.

COLLECT

P. God our Father, who by sending into the 

world the Word of truth and the Spirit of 

sanctification made known to the human 
race your wondrous mystery, grant us, we 

pray, that in professing the true faith, we 

may acknowledge the Trinity of eternal glory 

and adore your Unity, powerful in majesty. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Ex 34:4-6, 8-9

A reading from the book of Exodus

The Lord God, ruler of all, merciful and loving. 

With the two tablets of stone in his hands, 

Moses went up the mountain of Sinai in the 

early morning as the Lord had commanded 

him. And the Lord descended in the form of a 

cloud, and Moses stood with him there.

 He called on the name of the Lord. The 

Lord passed before him and proclaimed, 

‘Lord, Lord, a God of tenderness and 

compassion, slow to anger, rich in kindness 

and faithfulness.’ And Moses bowed down to 

the ground at once and worshipped. ‘If I have 

indeed won your favour, Lord,’ he said ‘let 

my Lord come with us, I beg. True, they are 

a headstrong people, but forgive us our faults 

and our sins, and adopt us as your heritage.’

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Dan 3:52-56. R. v. 52

1. You are blest, Lord God of our fathers. 

R. Glory and praise for ever! 

Blest your glorious holy name. 

R. Glory and praise for ever!

2. You are blest in the temple of your glory. 

R. Glory and praise for ever! 

You are blest on the throne of your 

kingdom. 

R. Glory and praise for ever!

3. You are blest who gaze into the depths. 

R. Glory and praise for ever! 

You are blest in the firmament of heaven. 
R. Glory and praise for ever!

SECOND READING 2 Cor 13:11-13

A reading from the second letter of St Paul 

to the Corinthians

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 

of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.

Brothers, we wish you happiness; try to grow 

perfect; help one another. Be united; live in 

peace, and the God of love and peace will be 

with you.

 Greet one another with the holy kiss. All 

the saints send you greetings.

 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love 

of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Apoc 1:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! / Glory to the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit: / to God 

who is, who was, and who is to come. / 

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 3:16-18

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to John.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

God sent his Son to save the world through him.

Jesus said to Nicodemus,

 ‘God loved the world so much

 that he gave his only Son,

 so that everyone who believes in him may 

not be lost

 but may have eternal life.

 For God sent his Son into the world

 not to condemn the world,

 but so that through him the world might 

be saved.

 No one who believes in him will be 

condemned;

 but whoever refuses to believe is 

condemned already,

 because he has refused to believe

 in the name of God’s only Son.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 

Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 

born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 

was buried; / he descended into hell; / 

on the third day he rose again from 

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 

and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty; / from there he 

will come to judge the living and the 

dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 

holy catholic Church, / the communion 

of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 

the resurrection of the body, / and life 

everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 

each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 

my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 

your hands for the praise and glory of his 

name, for our good and the good of all 

his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Sanctify by the invocation of your name,

we pray, O Lord our God,

this oblation of our service,

and by it make of us an eternal offering to 

you.

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

P. The mystery of faith.

All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by 

your Cross and Resurrection you have set 

us free.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 

divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven …

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray…
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 

glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said…
R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 

of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 

takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 

those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy 

that you should enter under my roof, 

but only say the word 

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Gal 4:6

Since you are children of God, 

God has sent into your hearts the Spirit  

of his Son, 

the Spirit who cries out: Abba, Father.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. May receiving this Sacrament, O Lord 

our God, bring us health of body and soul, 

as we confess your eternal holy Trinity and 

undivided Unity. Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you, 

the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 

Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your 

life.

R. Thanks be to God.
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ST. MARK’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

 

     A warm welcome to     
    new parishioners.  

 

Please let us know that 
you have joined our 
community and if 
there is anything we 
can do for you. 
 

New to our Parish? 

 

Changing address? 

 

Need Thanksgiving Envelopes?  
 

Please Complete the details below 
and place in the collection plate at 
Mass or send to the Parish office. 
 

Name:  _____________________  
 
 

Phone: _____________________  

Are you planning a Marriage 

in the near future? 
 

 to first make an appointment with 

the Parish Priest prior to making 

 

 

BEQUEATHING 
Would you like to remember the Parish 

in your Will? Property, Money,  
Artwork, Plants…  

There are many ways you can  
be remembered.  

Do contact the Parish Office  
(03) 9359 3111 for further information.  

May God bless you! 

St. Mark’s Parish, Fawkner 
St. Mark’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and  

dignity of all children, people and vulnerable adults. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Colin J. Xavier                  Principal: Peter Wilson 
9 Lee Street, Fawkner, 3060                          St. Mark’s Parish School 
Phone: 9359 3111                                             Phone: 8335 4100   
Email: fawkner@cam.org.au                        Email: principal@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au           
Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/fawkner            Website: www.smfawkner.catholic.edu.au 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 10:00am to 4:30pm 
 

           “I will not forget you… I have carved you on the palm of my Hand” (Is 49:15-16) 

           Weekday Mass Times: 
Monday to Saturday: 9:00am. 
 

                               Weekend Mass Times:  
 6:00pm:     Saturday Vigil Mass. 
10:00am:    Sunday Morning Mass. 
 6:00pm:     Sunday Evening Mass. 

 

First Sunday of the Month: 
Renewal of Marriage Vows. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 9:30am and 5:15pm.   
Or feel free to phone Fr. Colin. 

 
 

Every Thursday of the Month: 

5:30 - 7:00pm: Hope Café (Free Dinner). 

 

First Wednesday of the Month: 

7:00pm: Baptism Preparation Meeting. 

 

First Saturday of the Month: 

10:00 - 11:30am: Working Bee. 

 

Parish Advisory and Safeguarding       
Committee:   Fr. Colin Xavier, P. Wilson, 
A. George, L. Rahme, L. Grech, D. Abela, 
E. Bathan. 

 

Do not leave your mobiles, 
purses, wallets, handbags   

unattended - others may think 
it is  an answer to their prayers...  

QR CODE AND ACCOUNT DETAILS FOR THE THANKSGIVING PLEDGE 

  

To make a thanksgiving payment, parishioners simply 
scan your MelbCatholic QR code with your mobile phone     
camera and follow a few easy steps. This QR code is 
unique to St. Mark’s Church. Alternatively please make a 
direct transfer to our Parish Account.  
 

Account Name: St. Mark’s Church 
BSB: 083-347 
Account No: 825284554  

 

Account Name: St. Mark’s Presbytery 
                                       BSB: 083-347 
                                       Account No: 673272043 

 

We thank you for your continuous support and help! 

Next Weekends Rosters: 

  

6th June (Sat):  
6.00pm Reader:  
Extraordinary Minister:  

 

7th June (Sun):  
10.00am: Reader:  A. George &  R. George.  

Extraordinary Minister: M. O’Gorman & N. D’Souza.    
 

 6.00pm: Reader:  M. Pegorin. 
 

Church Cleaning:         4th June (Thu) Team 1 
                  S. Peiris  & N. Fernando.  

 

Counters:                      2nd June: L. Grech. 
                                     13th  June: E. & A. Bathan, J. Degran. 
                                      

          Thanksgiving: $453(Env) $797 (Loose). Presbytery: $211 (Env) $648 (Loose). 
 

                                       Thank you for your generosity & support. 

ST. MATTHEW’S PARISH, MASS TIMES 

Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am. Saturday: 5:30pm. 
Sunday: 9:00am and 10:30am (Italian). 

 PARISH PRAYER 
 

God our Father, bless this  
parish so that we may  

love you more.  

 

Help parents to be good  
examples to their children and our 

youth to grow in strength 
 as good Christians.  

Encircle our families with 
  your loving care. 

 

To the sick and the weak grant 
health, to the aged  

bring serenity, and to those  
in sorrow, joy.  

 

May we grow stronger in faith and 
may our love for one  

another become deeper in  
our daily living.  

 

Amen. 

 

                                   MONTH OF MARY, MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS, PRAY FOR US.                                     
 

      Pilgrim Virgin:     28th  May -  Gulizia  Family.      11th  June  - Campana  Family. 
 
 

6th June (Sat): Working Bee: Please come along and help around the Church. 
 

Next weekend: Solemnity of The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi). 
There will be a Eucharistic procession around the Church.  

 

13th -14th June: There will be a special collection towards the Winter Appeal - St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

POPE: CATHOLIC COMMUNITIES MUST EVANGELIZE 
YOUTH AMID SPIRITUAL POVERTY 

 

Pope Leo encourages the Dicastery for 
Evangelization to assist Catholic commu-
nities throughout the world in their efforts 
to respond to the crisis of spiritual       
poverty among young people. He said the 
proclamation of the Gospel is not a        
utopian proposal but a witness that      

attracts others through the call to love and truth. 

 

The Church’s mission is to help humanity build upon reliable 
foundations, so that our future may be filled with “peace, 
justice, freedom, and fraternity.” Many young people are 
waking up to their hunger for spirituality, he noted, urging 
the Church to respond to that desire by continuing to find 
new ways to preach the Gospel.  

 

“The new generation is not closed off to the Gospel,” he 
said. “On the contrary, many, when they rediscover it, want 
to know it better, because they perceive that within it lies 
the secret to being truly happy.” Since methods of evangeli-
zation are constantly changing, Catholic communities must 
listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit, so that He may lead 
many people to Christ and His saving love and word.  

"NEVER DEPRIVE SOMEONE OF HOPE;  IT MIGHT BE ALL THEY HAVE.." 

 

At the heart of the Trinity is mystery. 
It is more easily understood with the 
heart than it is with the mind. They 
are three distinct persons, the       
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, yet share 
one Divine Nature. 

 
 

Despite this mystery, the Trinity is at 
the centre of our faith. It is invoked at 
the beginning of prayer, and at the beginning of every       
blessing, and all the Sacraments are administered in its name. 

 

So, while it is celebrated as a feast just one day a year, the 
Trinity is a constant companion to the Church through its    
liturgy, prayer and sacramental life. May the Son lead us to 
the Father through the Spirit, to live in the Triune God forever. 

Trinity Song 

 

Father in my life I see 
you are God who walks with me. 
You hold my life in your hands, 
close beside you I will stand. 

I give all my life to you. 
Help me Father to be true.  

 

 

 Jesus in my life I see 
you are God who walks with me. 

You hold my life in your hands, 
close beside you I will stand. 

I give all my life to you. 
Help me Jesus to be true.  

 

 

 

 Spirit in my life I see 
you are God who walks with me. 
You hold my life in your hands, 
close beside you I will stand. 

I give all my life to you. 
Help me Spirit to be true. 

 

© Frank Andersen MSC 1987 
Chevalier Music 

The worst discrimination 
which the poor suffer is 
the lack of spiritual care. 
The great majority of the 
poor have a special open-
ness to the faith; they 
need God and we must 
not fail to offer them his 
friendship, his blessing, 
his word, the celebration 
of the sacraments and a 
journey of growth and 
maturity in the faith.  

 

Pope Leo XIV. 

 

CATECHISM OF THE  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

60. Who are the angels? 
The angels are purely 
spiritual creatures, incor-
poreal, invisible, immor-
tal, and personal beings 
endowed with intelligence 
and will. They ceaselessly 

contemplate God 
face-to-face and 
they glorify him.    
They serve him 

and are his messengers 
in the accomplishment 
of his saving mission to 
all. 

11. What synodality is NOT 
Synodality is not about changing 
doctrine according to popular 
opinion. The faith handed down 
through the centuries is not nego-
tiable. What synodality seeks to 
renew is how we live, 
communicate, and em-
body that faith in 
changing times. 

 

Little boy: "Teacher are you ... sleeping in class?" 
Teacher: "No I am not sleeping in class." 
Little boy: "What were you doing Sir?" 
Teacher: " I was talking to God." 
The next day the naughty boy fell asleep in class 
and the same teacher walks up to him... 
Teacher: "Young man, you are sleeping in my class." 
Little boy: "No not me Sir, I am not sleeping." 
Angry teacher: "What were you doing.?" 
Little boy: "I was talking to God." 
Angry teacher: "What did He say?" 
Little boy: God said He never spoke to you yesterday... 

OUR CHURCH IS A TREASURED HEIRLOOM FROM GOD 
 

“The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children then heirs, heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ…” - ROMANS 8:16-17 If we are heirs 
to the kingdom of God, shouldn’t we work to build up His 
kingdom? Shouldn’t we be good stewards of our inher-
itance, using our time in prayer, our talent in charitable 
works and our treasure to care for the Church that God has 
left to us? Our Church is a treasured heirloom from God. Do 
we treat it that way.  

MIRACLES AND FAITH 

 

The Church teaches that miracles are extraordinary signs 
of God’s presence and love. They remind us that 
“Nothing will be impossible for God” (Luke 1:37). 
Yet the Catechism explains that miracles always 
serve faith, not curiosity or spectacle. They   
invite conversion of heart and deeper trust in 
Divine Providence. 
 

When we pray, we are not attempting to compel God to act 
but to open ourselves fully to His will—whether that will  
include a physical healing, the healing of a relationship, the 
grace to forgive, or the strength to persevere in suffering. 
“When you are right with God, miracles happen.” 

PARISH POSITIONS 

 

Youth Ministry Leader: St. Catherine of Siena Catholic 
Church, Caroline Springs. Housekeeper: St. Catherine of 
Siena Catholic Church, Caroline Springs.  
Pastoral Associate: St. Bernadette’s Parish, Sunshine 
North. Parish Manager: St. Roch’s Parish, Malvern, Malvern 
East & Glen Iris. Catholic Development Fund (CDF): Client 
Experience Specialist, East Melbourne. Archdiocese of 
Sandhurst (CDOS): Chief Financial Officer, Bendigo. 
For further enquiries please contact Human Resources at  
hradmin@cam.org.au. 


