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XXIV Domenica del tempo Ordinario (ANNO A)

Quante volte devo perdonare? Buon senso, opportunita, giustizia umana sono termini insufficienti per comprendere adeguatamente
la morale cristiana; e non solo perché Cristo ¢ venuto a perfezionare la legge. “Occhio per occhio e dente per dente”, come fu detto
agli antichi ¢ una norma che Cristo, nella sua autorita di legislatore supremo, dichiara superata. Ma c’¢ qualche cosa di pitu. Dopo la
morte redentiva di Cristo 1’uomo si trova in una situazione nuova: 1’uomo ¢ un perdonato. Il debito gli ¢ stato rimesso, la sua
condanna cancellata. “Colui che non aveva conosciuto peccato, Dio lo trattd da peccato in nostro favore, perché noi potessimo
diventare per mezzo di lui giustizia di Dio” (2Cor 5,21). Il Padre ormai ci vede in Cristo: figli giustificati. Il mio peccato pud ancora
indebolire il mio rapporto filiale con il Padre, ma non puo eliminarlo. Piu che dal suo peccato 1’'uomo ¢ determinato dal perdono
infinitamente misericordioso di Dio: “Il peccato dell’'uomo ¢ un pugno di sabbia - cosi san Serafino di Sarov - la misericordia divina
un mare sconfinato”. La miseria umana s’immerge nell’accoglienza purificatrice di Dio. Se questa ¢ la novita portata da Cristo,
anche il perdono umano deve adeguarsi ai parametri divini: “Siate misericordiosi come misericordioso ¢ il Padre vostro” (Lc 6,36).
Se il Padre guarda I’'uomo come perdonato in Cristo, io non lo posso guardare come un condannato. Se il Padre ci accoglie in Cristo
cosi come siamo per trasfigurarci in lui, ’accoglienza benevola diventa un bisogno della vita, una beatitudine. La comunita cristiana
non pretende di essere una societa di perfetti, ma vuole essere un luogo di perdono, una societa di perdonati che ogni giorno gusta la
gioia della benevolenza paterna e desidera renderla manifesta nel perdono reciproco.

(LaChiesa)

The sick in our parish: Teresa Lamonaca, John Markis, Miriam Markis, Angela Barto, Sonia Taranto, Evelyn McDonough,
Laurence, Monica Zahra, Cathy Taviane, Maria Mallozzi, Aiden Agius, Meldon Richardson, John Bussutil, Elda Taranto,
Alfredo Pannunzio, Claudette McAllister, John Pannunzio, Maria Lester, Robert, Richard, Rosario Galati, Alice Abella, Estrelita
Flores, Anna Boscaglia, Cleo Mallia, Theresa Beard, Remi Infanti, Christine, Vic Usher, Nidal, Peter, Sam Brady, Rosario Galati,
Venia Tanjay

Recently deceased: Bernice Di Biase, Zina Caruso, Amelia Lazzaro, Juliana Varron Israel, Joseph Ranno, Giuseppe Tomeo,
Nazarena Caruana, Jesus Ladera, Galdo, Felice Nania, Giovanna Failla, Geoffrey Harris, Elvira Cutri

Anniversaries: Constancia Tanjay, Asterio Tanjay, Fortunato Mercuri, Jozef Tonc, Biondo Di Felice, Percy Tinker, Garry Tinker,
Giuseppe Aliano, Ersilia Salvatore, Connie Di Giulio, Giovanni Butera, Emmanuela Ianazzo, Silvio Papile, Gilda Papile.

Mass times Rosters for weekend masses (September 19/20)
Weekday: Lectors:

Tuesday-Friday: 9.30 am.

Saturday: 5.30 pm. M. Markis
Wednesday: Novena mass 6.00 pm.

Sunday 9.00 am: V. Burgio
10.30 am: L. Iaria

Weekend

Saturday Vigil mass 5.30 pm Sunday 9.00 am ;

Sunday 10.30 (Italian mass)

Reconciliation: Saturday: 5.00 pm. Bookings are essential.
Contact the Parish Office

Bus driver: J. Butera

Jesus’ teaching about the need to settle conflict, the basis of last week’s gospel, was a surprising summons for Christians
to fly in the face of accepted standards of judgement and condemnation. Here the teaching becomes even more outra-
geous! There is no end to the forgiveness offered.

For the average person, represented by Peter, forgiving another person seven times would show a very substantial com-
mitment to mercy. Seven is used in the Bible to signify perfection, so Peter is not being mean in his suggestion. This is a
very reasonable degree of tolerance. Yet Jesus, in his parable of the servant who is forgiven a debt equivalent to millions
but cannot forgive his fellow a lesser sum, turns our human understanding of what constitutes a fair thing on its head.
God’s forgiveness is prodigious, but it is dependent on our willingness to forgive each other in the same way.

The inability or unwillingness of the servant to match the master’s forgiveness provides a powerful contrast. The master
forgives in compassion, but the servant resorts to violence. If one has truly experienced the loving forgiveness of God, it
must be shared with others.

(the summit)

Melbourne Synod 2026

On the third Sunday of Lent, Archbishop Peter A Comensoli will formally convoke a Synod for the Archdiocese of Melbourne. The
synod calls the Melbourne Church to journey together in communion, participation and mission, echoing Pope Francis’ vision of a
‘listening Church’ (Evangelii Gaudium, §31). Informed by Vatican II’s teaching, the Church is ‘a people made one with the unity of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit’ (Lumen Gentium, §4).

The synod assembly will be held across the weekend of 4-6 December 2026.

Further information is available at : https://melbournecatholic.org/synod2026

Jokes of the day

Janey Walser wrote these words: “I once worked in a grocery store and often assisted elderly people when they came in. One
woman shopped nearly every day, asking for just a few items each time. After a month, she said to me, “I suppose you wonder why
I’'m here so often. You see, I live with my nephew. I can’t stand him, and I am not going to die and leave him with a refrigerator full

of food.”

Two little brothers, Harry and James, had finished supper and were playing until bedtime. Somehow, Harry hit James with a stick,
and tears and bitter words followed. Charges and accusations were still being exchanged as their mother prepared them for bed. She
said, “Now boys, what would happen if either of you died tonight and you never had the opportunity again for forgiving one
another?” James spoke up, “Well, OK, I'll forgive him tonight, but if we re both alive in the morning, he’d better look out.”
(frtonyshomilies)

St. Matthew’s Parish Dinner and Parish Raffle

St. Matthew’s Parish will be holding a dinner to celebrate the feast of St. Matthew on Friday, 18th of September in the parish hall.
Tickets are $25.00 for adults / $15.00 for children.

A raffle will also be held - tickets are $2.00 each or $20.00 per book. The raffle will be drawn at the dinner.

Entry tickets and raffle tickets are available for purchase before and after weekend masses., or, from the Parish Office.

The raffle prize list will be available on the noticeboard in the church foyer.

Air conditioners in the church

Work on the removal of the existing split systems and the installation of the new systems will commence in the near future. S&J
Mechanical Electrical P/L have been assigned the responsibility of the project. The systems are expected to be installed and running
by the end of September. There should be minimal disruption to weekday or weekend mass services. Voluntary donations are
welcome.

Preghiera di San Matteo Dio nostro St. Matthew’s Prayer

Padre, ti ringraziamo per tutti i doni che hai conferito sulla | God Our Father, we thank you for all the blessings you
nostra famiglia parrocchiale. Concedici la Sapienza per have bestowed upon our Parish Family. Give us the
cercare la tua volonta’ in Ogni cosa. Circonda le wisdom to seek Your Will in everythlng. Encircle our

nostre famiglie con la tua protezione amorosa. families with Your loving care.

Dona salute e gioa ai nostri genitori, sapienza e coraggio ai || Give good health and happiqess to our parents; wisdom
nostri giovani e fede ed allegria ai nostri figli. and courage to our youth; faith and cheerfulness to our

children.

Per intercessione di San Matteo, benedici perche’

diventiamo una famiglia piu’ fedele ed amorosa e di cuore || Bless us, through the intercession of St. Matthew, to grow
e mente unici. Amen stronger in faith and love, as a family of one heart and one

mind. Amen

St. Matthew's Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.




