
ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC 

PARISH 

52 Yarra Street  

HEIDELBERG 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung 
people in the Kulin Nation. 

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity and integrity of children and young 
people and providing them with a safe and supportive environment in which to flourish. 

Parish Priest Fr Vinh Nguyen  
    

St John’s Parish office:  
52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084 
Phone: 94571066 & 70643906 
Email: heidelberg@cam.org.au 

Website:  www.melbcatholic.org/
heidelberg  

Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg 
Parish Office Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday   
9:30am to 2:30pm 

Parish Secretary: Mary Peeris 

Pastoral Associate: 
Elizabeth Williamson (0447195553) 
Safeguarding Committee Chair:  

Michelle Penson (0499 891 101) 

Mass Times:  
Weekdays: Tuesday to Saturday: 

9:15am  
   Weekend: Saturday Vigil 6pm 
  Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 5pm 

Adoration: After Friday morning 
Mass with Benediction. 

And Wednesday 7.30pm 
Reconciliation (Confession): 

Friday 9.45am -10.15am (during 
Adoration)  

Sat 9:45 am & 5:30pm.—5.50p.m. 

Wedding, Baptism, First 
Reconciliation, 

 
Parish Secretary (9457 1066) 

St John’s Hall Hire: 
Contact parish office.  

Legion of Mary:  Meet every 
Wednesdays at 10.30am at parish 
house in the Francis Xavier Room.  

All Welcome. Fatima Statue  
Enquires, Contact Sue 0449260206 

St John’s Catholic  Primary 
Ms Alison Dean Principal 

55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084 
Phone: 9459 2963 

Child Safety: St John’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. Children are to be supervised by a parent/guardian at all times in the church and when leaving the church for any reason.  

Parish Prayer  
Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have received from 

the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish and maintain our parish 
heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who welcome the stranger, the needy, the sick 

and the lonely. Like St John, our patron saint, may we be people who love others, as your 
Son Jesus, asked us to do. We make this prayer, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Saying ‘Yes!’  
In every life there is a struggle between obedience and disobedience, and 

this struggle takes various twists and turns. At times we are willing to 
conform to regulations set from the outside, and at times we are not. We 
are invited to choose in favour of the reign of God, or we are free to ignore 
the invitation. Those who are fundamentally righteous sometimes fall from 
grace, and people considered evil to the core sometimes reform their lives. 
What ultimately counts are not the promises made, but the actions taken.  

We are called to discipleship, and there may well be urgency in this call, 
but it is an invitation that is to be accepted freely. As is the case with life 
itself, options are placed before us all the way along the road. We are 
invited to choose in favour of the reign of God, or we are free to ignore the 
invitation. However, the invitation always remains open to us, because 
God’s desire for our acceptance is persistent and enduring. 

The real choice set before us today is the imitation of Christ. The specific 
characteristic of Christ today is his humility. Since demanding one’s rights 
can undermine the loving quality of community, Jesus’ humility is offered for 
our imitation. It is very clear that whichever aspect of discipleship we 
examine, some aspect of community is also present. To be a disciple of 
Jesus is to follow him humbly as a member of a believing community.  

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

Volunteers needed 
At St John’s we are blessed with a vibrant community that thrives on vol-

unteer efforts. We are reaching out to invite you to join us in serving our 
congregation and the wider community. 

Have you considered taking a more active role in your parish of St John’s? 
Are you looking for a rewarding way to make a difference in your commu-

nity?  Volunteering is a fantastic opportunity to share your gift of service 
and connect with others who share your faith. 

We are presently needing readers and communion ministers. Please con-
sider accepting this invitation and contact the parish office.    

PLEASE NOTE the church/parish hall toilets are not available to be used as 

they are undergoing refurbishments at present. 



Entrance: All Are Welcome  

Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat.  
A banquet hall on holy ground, 
Where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
Is revealed in time and space, 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us. 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place. 

Entrance Antiphon 

All that you have done to us, O Lord, 
you have done with true judgement, 
for we have sinned against you 
and not obeyed your commandments. 
But give glory to your name 
and deal with us according to the bounty of your 
mercy. 

Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great 
glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world,  
     have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
   receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.   
 Amen 

First Reading                              Ezekiel 18:25-28 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as 
follows: ‘You object, “What the Lord does is unjust.” 
Listen, you House of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it 
not what you do that is unjust? When the upright 
man renounces his integrity to commit sin and dies 
because of this, he dies because of the evil that he 
himself has committed. When the sinner renounces 
sin to become law-abiding and honest, he deserves 
to live. He has chosen to renounce all his previous 
sins; he shall certainly live; he shall not die.’ 

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm                24:4-9.      
Response: Remember your mercies, O Lord.  

Lord, make me know your ways.  
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour.       R./  

Remember your mercy, Lord,  
and the love you have shown from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth. 
In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord.       R./  

The Lord is good and upright.  
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor.        R./  

Second Reading                Philippians 2:1-11  

 If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love 
can persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in 
common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be 
united in your convictions and united in your love, 
with a common purpose and a common mind. That is 
the one thing which would make me completely 
happy. There must be no competition among you, no 
conceit; but everybody is to be self-effacing. Always 
consider the other person to be better than yourself, 
so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but 
everybody thinks of other people’s interests instead. 
In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus: 
His state was divine, yet he did not cling to his 
equality with God but emptied himself to assume the 
condition of a slave, and became as men are; and 
being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to 
accepting death, death on a cross. But God raised him 
high and gave him the name which is above all other 
names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and 
in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name 
of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 
I know them, and they follow me. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                                  Matthew 21:28-32  

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 
people, ‘What is your opinion? A man had two sons. 
He went and said to the first, “My boy, you go and 
work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not 
go,” but afterwards thought better of it and went. 
The man then went and said the same thing to the 
second who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go. 
Which of the two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they 
said. Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, tax 
collectors and prostitutes are making their way into 



the kingdom of God before you. For John came to 
you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you did not 
believe him, and yet the tax collectors and 
prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused 
to think better of it and believe in him.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Nicene  Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,  

(At the words that follow, up to and including and 
became man, all bow.) 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen 

Memorial Acclamation 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess you 
Resurrection until you come again. 

Communion Antiphon 

Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, 
by which you have given me hope. 
This is my comfort when I am brought low. 

Communion:  As the Deer  

As the deer pants for the water 
So my soul longs after You. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship You. 
You alone are my strength, my shield, 
To you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship you. 

I want You more than gold or silver, 
Only You can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy giver, 
And the apple of my eye. 

You alone are my strength, my shield, 
To you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship you. 

You’re my friend and You are my brother 
Even though You are a King. 
I love you You more than any other, 
So much more than anything 

You alone are my strength, my shield, 
To you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship you. 

May We Come to Know the Lord 

Refrain 

In the bread may we be broken. 
In the cup may we be out poured. 
May we come to know the healer, 
may we come to know the Lord. 

Though many are we, we are one in the Lord. 
We are all welcome to his table of new life.         Ref. 

We come to the table to remember the Lord, 
who gave his life that we might live for ever more. Ref. 

In breaking the bread, in sharing the cup, 
may we be filled as we come to know the Lord.      Ref. 

.  Recessional :  Christ be our light 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own,  your holy people, 
light for the world to see.    

Refrain 

Christ be our light,  shine in our hearts 
Shine through the darkness 
Christ be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered today. 

Longing for peace our world is troubled 
Longing for hope many despair 
Your word alone, has power to save us 
Make us your living voice.        Ref. 

 



Sat 6.00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader 1 Clara Hernandez Ophelia Le Peter Greenham Children Led 

Reader 2 Wendy Hernandez Peter Le Michelle Burns  

Communion Leo Hernandez Marni Mant Vin Sier Sally Tramontana 

   Liz Sier  

Sat 6.00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader 1 Peter Penson Robyn Laurie Jacqueline Lewis Emily Andrews 

Reader 2 Sheila Serrao Cheryl Jayaweera Kate Mathai Eric Torres 

Communion Michelle Penson Chris Ratnayake Leo Cosio Marni Mant 

   Charito Cosio  

Morning Tea: 4th October - Barbara & Tina 

 

 Please Remember in your prayers 

Gloria Torres, Sergio Furlan, Margaret Sinclair, Wendy 
Wales, Ross Pace.  
Anniversary: Vassula Ryden, Marta & Peter Bretta. 

Average Collections  - August 2026 

St John’s Presbytery Cheque- BSB 083-347 A/c 659225267  St John’s Catholic Church - BSB 083-347 A/c 658806318 

Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct 

$346.47 $782.07 $1,416.50 $434.06 $469.60 $3,008.50 

© The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

Happy 90th Birthday Mary Gysberts 

Morning Tea and Games : next weekend  the 4th of 
October in the Parish Hall following 10.30am Mass. 

St John’s Youth Group gathering:  This Sunday 
after the 5pm Mass in St John’s Hall. All youth from 
Secondary school Year 9 to 30 years of age are 
warmly welcome. 
Speaker night by Greg Sheridan AO: A journalist 
proclaims Christ to a secular world. On Friday 2nd 
Oct 6.30pm. at Clifton centre, 9/21 Egan Dr, Bulleen. 
Please see flyer in church foyer for more details.   
Handcrafted Olivewood Religious items: Display 
for sale this weekend.   

RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - for those 
interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith 
or those wanting to become Catholics. The initial 
meeting will be on Wednesday the 30th of September 
at 7.30pm in St Francis Xavier meeting room behind 
the parish house. 
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation Children - Catholic 
parent/s wanting their child/ren 9 years old and 
above to be baptized into the Catholic faith. 
Enquiries for the above please see Father Vinh, or 
contact parish office 94571066 / 70643906 or email 
heidelberg@cam.org.au 

  DR ANTHONY HALLIDAY-ORGAN RECITAL 

Come along to  hear  ‘One of the world’s greatest organists’ Recently 
returned from a standing ovation in Beethoven’s home city Bonn,   
Germany, for his performance of the complete ‘Pastoral’ Symphony,  
Anthony Halliday plays the magnificent Fuller Organ. 

On Sunday 18th October 2026,   2.30pm –3.30pm  
Tickets $35 each  
Recital plus wine & cheese in hall after concert. 
Book at https://www.trybooking.com/DPMBQ  

or  contact Parish Office 94571066 


