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St John The Evangelist Catholic Parish Heidelberg

THE ARCHBISHOP OF MELBOURNE
MOST REV PETER A. COMENSOLI
blesses our new statue of
St. Mary Mother of the Cross MacKillop
The ‘side chapel’ is now called the

St. Mary MacKillop Chapel.

Parishioners filled the church for the special mass and blessing on

Saturday evening 10th August. The Archbishop was welcomed to

our parish by the chair of our finance committee ,Hon Kevin An-

drews. Kevin noted that as a young girl Mary MacKillop lived in

our parish and it was fitting that Australia’s first saint was given ag
prominence in our church, the third oldest catholic church in B

Melbourne.

]
Many enjoyed the light supper served in the hall afterwards with o et e aandlle it e SRS

a chance to chat with the Archbishop, Fr Vinh, Fr John & Fr Ted.
and spend quiet time in reflection.




Blessings and celebration
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The children from St. John’s Primary School had practiced
the St. Mary MacKillop hymn and sang it beautifully at the
blessing ceremony. They sang with their voices and hearts
and it made the celebration even more joyous.

The Archbishop was delighted to see the children singing.
Many thanks to Alison Dean who took them for rehearsals
and the children for doing such a fine job.




Blessings of Fatherhood

FATHERHOOD—LOVE, RULES, DISCIPLINE & STRUCTURE

I’'m filled with gratitude for the gift
God has given me in my two beautiful
daughters 13 and 15.

However, raising teenagers is not for the
faint of heart and there have been a few
books that have helped my wife and | in our
parenting journey.

Recommendation #1 -
The Five Love Languages of Teenagers

by Chapman.

This book had a huge impact in both our marriage

and our parenting, in understanding how we com-
municate our love. Although my girls are quickly
growing into young adults, they’re still children in
many ways. What they need more than anything
is unconditional love in the form of a hug, words
of affirmation, or quality time. This book helped
me remember that my love language is different
from theirs, and different for each of them, and
how to communicate my love effectively.

Recommendation #2 -
The Collapse of Parenting by Dr Sax.

In a nutshell, our children need authority to grow
up healthy and happy, and parents are the ones
that need to provide that authority. Like our
Catholic Faith, just loving God is not enough. We
are also called to follow his church teachings in
order that we may receive his love in the best pos-
sible way. In a similar manner, our children need
our love, but they also need our rules, discipline
and structure. This book has given my wife and |
the courage to not provide our daughters with a
phone, despite the overwhelming societal pres-
sure to do so. Moreover, looking at the equally
overwhelming research, it’s probably the best par-
enting decision we ever made.

(Sean Dunn, wife Lindsay and their two daughters with
FrVinh at St. Patricks Cathedral for the Sacrament
of Confirmation)

Recommendation #3 —
Strong Fathers, Strong Daughters by Meeker.

This book presents the glaring evidence of just
how important a father’s role is in his daughter’s
life. There is perhaps no statistic that highlights
this more powerfully than the research on weekly
Mass attendance. When a father attends with his
children there is a 70% chance his kids will keep
the faith. If those same children go to weekly
Mass with only their Mom, the odds drop to only
30%. This book was a wake up call for me on the
importance of staying actively engaged as a fa-
ther. It's a must read for Dad’s with girls of any
age.

I’m grateful that someone recommended these
books to me years ago. | pray that one (if not
all) of these books might help another father on
their parenting journey too.

Sean Dunn



Blessings of Fatherhood

FATHERHOOD—BEING INVOLVED & INTERESTED

Simon Gysberts came to Australia from the Neth-

erlands when he was 19 yrs old and lived in Kew
parish where young immigrants were assisted by
a Dutch priest until they could find themselves a
job and become self-sufficient. They were always
encouraged to say the Rosary in their daily lives.

When Simon met Mary they married and moved
to Heidelberg and have been part of our parish
for 65 years. They have 4 children (one who had
severe disabilities) and 11 grandchildren.

Simon has assisted in many roles in the parish and
community over the years. He tells of being a
member of the Catholic Dutchy Migrants Associa-
tion where new migrants are assisted and sup-
ported by those such as the Gysberts who settled
here many years ago. Within the parish he re-
members gatherings of youth groups on Friday
evenings in the hall where a group of fathers
would ensure a safe happy social time for the
youth of our parish in the form of planned activi-
ties such as hikes, walks and bike rides or games
nights.

With his own children he be-
lieved it was important to be in-
volved with them, assisting in
their activities and being in-
volved in Sea Scouts, Brownies,
tennis, ballet, youth orchestra
and fundraising activities as well
as taking them with him to assist
in bed-wheeling when masses

were held at the Austin.

Leading by example, Simon’s involvement in

St .Vincent de Paul, Ozanam House and Dutch So-
ciety Children’s home he showed his children that
practical assistance to those less fortunate is all
important. Simon says, together with Mary the
sharing their home for different social and fund-
raising activities as well as involvement has
helped his children understand that a strong faith
is the foundation of our society.

Simon is very proud of his children and grandchil-
dren and enjoyed the special celebrations of his
90" birthday with them recently.

Simon Gysberts

We respectfullysacknowledgethe Wurtndjéeri,Reaple and their Elders past and

present, thejtraditional‘custodians of thisdandion which ‘our.church and school stand.

The St John's Community joinsitogether in solidarity with'our Indigenous brothers

andsisterspworking forjjustice and reconciliation.




Blessings of Fatherhood

FATHERS DAY CELEBRATIONS - Don’t burn the sausages!

| am a happy and (hopefully!) healthy 88-year-
old. Father’s Day has a strong meaning to me,
and | would like to share some of my memories
and stories with you all.

| lived most of my early life in Fairfield with my
wonderful parents Jack and Muriel and younger
sister Iris. | was an altar boy at St Anthony’s
Church.

John, Helen and their grandchildren

| first met my dear wife Helena (Helen) at a dance
at the Heidelberg Town Hall. We were married
on 4™ November 1961 and settled in Heidelberg,
where Helena and | still live today. Our first
child, Karen arrived the year later, then Donna
came not long after, then Brendan, Julia and Ali-
son.

Over the years we have been
blessed with 10 wonderful grand-
children, Sam, Olivia, Madeleine,
Chloe, Ava, Angus, Abbey, Isaac,
Greta and Jasper. We are so happy and lucky to
have all our children and grandchildren live close
by. We see them all very often.

Father’s Day, like all the years before, is a very
special day for me, all my family are coming to my
house to celebrate. Hope | don’t burn the sau-

sages!

Our relationship with St John’s Parish dates back
to 1961. All of our children have been baptised,
made their first Eucharist and Confirmations as
well as their weddings here.

We have seen wonderful priests come and go,
with lots of changes over the years but it will al-
ways be “our St John’s”. Helen’s uncles, 6 of
them started their schooling here in 1936, so we
have had a long and strong association with our
church. Helena and | still attend mass every Sun-

day.

We are usually 10.30am mass goers of a Sunday
and enjoy a chat with regulars we have known for
many years and newcomers as well.

I treasure time with family and the grandkids in
particular. Father’s Day I give special thanks for
all the blessings fatherhood has given me in my
life and being a Grandpa has double blessings
and brings much enjoyment.

John Griffiths



THE SCHOOL REPORT

Term 3 St John’s Catholic Primary School

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION

Term 3 has been filled with many exciting experiences for our students and their families. From cele-
brating Book Week and Grandparents Day to participating in inter school sports and our amazing
school performance, Dodgeball Dreamer, there has been much to enjoy and be proud of.

The school community also came togeth-
er for a special celebration of the Feast
of the Assumption. In this gathering, we
reflected on the profound example Mary
offers us. Mary, fully human in every
way, demonstrated extraordinary open-
ness and trust in God, allowing His will to
be fulfilled through her life. She is not
only a model of faith but a source of
hope and a promise of what God can ac-
complish in our own lives when we trust
and believe.

Each St. John’s family was asked to bring
a flower to contribute to a class bouquet, which was placed before Mary. The altar was beautifully
adorned with these flowers as a heartfelt gift to Mary, in gratitude for all she has done and continues to

do for us.

Father’s Day Prayer

God our Father,

We give you thanks and praise for fathers young and old.

We pray for young fathers, newly embracing their vocation; May ?qu/n‘lvm

they find courage and perseverance to balance work, family and §W
faith in joy and sacrifice. '
We pray for Fathers around the world whose children are lost or

suffering; May they know that the God of compassion walks with them in their sorrow.
We pray for men who are not fathers but still mentor and guide us with fatherly love and
advice.

We remember fathers, grandfathers, and great grandfathers who are no longer with us but
who live forever in our memory and nourish us with their love.

Amen



THE SCHOOL REPORT

Sacrament of Confirmation - Sunday 18 August

As part of their preparation for Confirmation, our
Year Six students recently participated in a Reflec-
tion Day in the city. They rehearsed for their up-
coming Sacrament at St. Patrick’s Cathedral and
visited the Mary Glowrey Museum. This enriching
experience captivated the students, sparking curi-
osity and providing them with a deeper under-
standing of the life and legacy of Mary Glowrey, as
well as our Catholic heritage, community, and be-
liefs. Mary Glowrey, only the second Australian
being considered for sainthood, served as a
powerful role model for the students. They ex- i
plored how the Gifts of the Holy Spirit were evi-
dent throughout her life story, offering them an
inspiring example of faith in action.

We were delighted to receive the following
email from the facilitator at the Mary Glowrey
Museum:

"We have just finished two sessions with your
Year 6 students at the Mary Glowrey Museum.
We greatly appreciated the respectful and en-
gaged way your students participated in the
presentations and activities. They asked
thoughtful questions and made meaningful con-
nections with their prior learning and with what
they heard and experienced today. They were
wonderful representatives of your school commu-
nity. It was a pleasure working with them and with
the staff.

"We couldn’t be prouder of our students for their
exemplary conduct during this special day.”

The Sacrament of Confirmation was celebrated at
St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Sunday, August 18th, at
2:00 p.m. The celebration was open to all, and our
parish community was moved by the inspiring
leadership of Vicar General Tony Kerin. His homily
deeply resonated with the students, as he empha-
sised the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit and
how these talents are reflected in their daily lives.
We hope that our Year 6 students have grown
more aware of their unique gifts and feel called to

use them in service to others.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the parents,
teachers, sponsors, and Father Vinh for their inte-
gral role in guiding the students through this im-
portant journey of faith. A special note of grati-
tude goes to our dedicated teachers, Hollie Goad
and Shane Thompson, and to our parish catechist,
Elizabeth Williamson, for their hard work in pre-
paring the students throughout the year. Their
support has been invaluable in ensuring that this
sacred milestone was a memorable and meaning-
ful experience for all.



SPONSORS

berloni appliances

@ specialists in kitchen & laundry appliances

89 BURGUNDY ST HEIDELBERG VIC 3084 PH: (03) 9455 2888

Many thanks to our sponsors

Please give them your support where you can.

Planning a funeral?
We understand your needs

The Lonergan & Erbacher families have a long
association with St John's Catholic Parish

contact Robert Erbacher:

0408 179 553

or our Clifton Hill office:

03 9489 8711

for an abligation-free quote

LONERGAN&

www.berloniappliances.com.au proudly family owned & operated

KUMON IVANHOE

Education Centre

() 194 Seddon Street, vanhoe 3079
Victoria, AUSTRALIA

“ My Kumon dream is to
nurture all children so that

H‘IE}' grow up confident,

committed, independent
and happy pecple

Nora Amirthalingam

Kuman Instructor since June, 2003

) +4&1 419 553 497

"

ASCENSION

ASSESSMENT & THERAPY

Hear With Me

Educational
assessments may

Experience compassionate audiology care at
top-rated Hear With Me in Heidelberg.

help with the early
identification of
learning disorders
such as dyslexia.

Our personalised approach ensures comprehensive
& honest support for your hearing needs.

Google

BOOK IN TODAY

hearwithme.com.au
(=]
03 9002 4237 Adult & Kids Hearing Assessments

Visit Ear Wax Removal | Tinnitus
No Pressure Hearing Aids

Suite 6.3, 10 Martin St,
Heidelberg, VIC 3084

JACQUELINE M. LEWIS LAWYERS
‘DOING THE RIGHT THING TO
AND FOR EVERYONE”

Jacqueline— LLB, LLM, MBA —
Estates, Settling Disputes, Court attendances:

Supreme/County/Criminal/Family,
Magistrates, VCAT

Tel: 9670 0487
Email: admin@jmlewis.com.au

General Law Practice — including Wills, Deceased

Contact Ascension to book an assessment today!
© INFORASCENSIONCLINIC.COMAU (5 ASCENSIONCLINIC.COM.AU

L\ AUSTIN
COMNSULTING SUITES

Prestigious consulting suites with full ad min support,
ready to go and within walking distance of Heidelberg
Medical Precinct. Ideal for medical, surgical or allied

health practiioners. Viewing and bookings can be
made by calling us or by email. You can start immedi-
ately and nothing to bring with you. Prices negotiable.

Email: admin@ austinconsultingsuites.com.au

Phone: 0401 100775 or 03 2438 6000




Blessings of our Parish

St Vincent de Paul
Heidelberg Conference — A Hands Up

The St. Vincent de Paul Heidelberg conference is one of the oldest conferences in the
Preston District and has been operating since 1927. Conference members provide sup-
port to individuals and families by visiting them in their homes or in the community. The
support may be financial, food, clothing or advice on community and social contacts
with the premise being a hand up (rather than a handout). The dignity of all those we
visit is at the forefront of what we do. All the monies received are raised through the
Vinnies shops and from donations from parishioners which are passed on to those in
need in the form of food vouchers.

Home visitation to those who call us is very rewarding but can also be challenging. Wit-
nessing those in need are not that far from where we live.

The Heidelberg conference needs your help in being able to continue the work. If you
have an hour to spare each week, please consider volunteering. Training is provided

and there is a close-knit group which meet regularly to manage the requests for help
and exchange stories. Please contact Elizabeth for more details, 94571066

Don’t miss out
hearing this great

PARISH MISSION 2024

18th & 19th October

speaker

“What does it all mean? Living a contemporary Register go to:

. . . n”
O https:/www.trybooking.com/CUUVC

Parish Mission 2024

With Fr Richard Leonard

E Ir = Bookings are free....

However we ask you make a robust donation at
the sessions to cover costs of this great speaker

Rev Fr Richard Leonard S) and the light refreshments. Thank you.
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Blessings from our forefathers

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH WINDOWS

We give thanks for those who donated to the installa-
tion of such beautiful stained glass windows.

Have you taken time to look at each window in our
church. Each one has a message for us and is a work of
art.

The St. John the Evangelist window (featured on the
front of the Eyrie) is up in the choir loft and looks down
on us as we gather together in our church. The St. John
the Evangelist window gives us the message -to treas-
ure what we have in our church, preserve it and go out
and proclaim God’s love in word and deeds.

Near the organ at the front of the church is this beauti-
ful window of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Take time to
reflect on its meaning and beauty. The angels hold a
banner that has a message for us all.

In the devotion to the Sacred Heart, the heart of Jesus
represents the divine wellspring of love, the source
from which flows an abundance of compassion, mercy,
and grace.

It is the heart that symbolises the core of Christ's
message —

love God above all

and love your neighbour as yourself.

10




FINAL WORD

FR VINH NGUYEN—ST. JOHN’S PARISH PRIEST

As | am writing this, we have begun the new season of spring when it is supposed that the long, cold
season of winter, especially this year, comes to an end. After one week of very windy, cold weather
we celebrated Father’s Day 1°' September 2024 at the beginning of the new season of spring.

As we welcome the new season of spring blossoms and flowers can be seen as a symbol of new life.
They are a blessing from God reminding us of a new beginning, new hope in our life. As we celebrate
Father’s Day, we give thanks to God for revealing to us, through his Son our Lord Jesus Christ, the lov-
ing Father the greatest example for the vocation of fatherhood. By his infinite love for us, God the Fa-
ther gave up himself through his only Son for our salvation. Imitating God the loving Father, fathers
sacrifice their lives for their families. They do this by being the spiritual leader and guardian of the
family, praying for and with their family. They do this by being a courageous witness to the Gospel,
providing care and support for their family, serving as an example of goodness and truth. They do this
by leading with courage and accountability and by laying down their life for another.

In a special way, let us be grateful for our fathers, by birth or adoption, who love us and support us
through life. We are grateful for our Church leaders, who take on the paternal role of guiding us
through life. Especially, let us give thanks to God our Father, who will always teach justly and grant us
boundless mercy.

Fathers are a blessing, and we thank them for blessing us with lives of dedication, endurance, and
love. We honour all fathers and offer a special prayer for them.

We are grateful to our Archbishop Peter A Comensoli for his love and care and for being our shepherd.
It was a blessing and a most joyful evening for us that on Saturday August 10" Archbishop Peter visit-
ed our parish to celebrate Mass and bless our new statue of St Mary of MacKillop of the Cross. His
presence, love and care in leading us in the celebration of Mass and at the gathering afterwards was a
sign of his role as our leader, shepherd and spiritual father of the Church in the Archdiocese of Mel-
bourne. In his homily, the archbishop reminded us that, “The word ‘parish’ derives from the word ‘to
sojourn.” So, this parish Church is not meant to be where we come to stop and stay. It is meant, in-
stead, to be where we come to rest for a short while, and to prepare for the next day on the road with
Christ. So, keep coming to Mass on Sunday folks, because Jesus keeps offering himself to us here. But
don’t get stuck here, because we are being given eucharistically what we need to leave this place and
go out with Gospel hope.”

We thank our Archbishop for a such blessing and pray especially for him that God may give him wis-
dom and guidance, so that he may always act as a truly spiritual father to lead us all in peace and unity
according to the Lord’s will. May we also be a blessing for one another as we try to live as eucharistic
people in our families, in the life of our parish community here at St John’s Heidelberg, in our work-
places and in our world.

Every blessing,
Fr Vinh Nguyen

Parish Priest

11
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Michelle Penson

Copy Reader

Elizabeth Williamson

Printer e Peter Burke

The views, thoughts and
opinions expressed in this
publication are those of the
individual authors and should
not be interpreted as theology
or moral and ethical teaching.

YOUR FEEDBACK and ARTICLES
MOST WELCOME

heidelberg@cam.org.au

52 Yarra Street, Heidelberg 3084

Please contact the parish
secretary 03 9457 1066

PARISH MISSION 2024
Fr Richard Leonard SJ
Friday 18th October
7-8.30pm

Saturday 19th October
10am-3pm

Bookings at Try Booking
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October

Month of the Holy Rosary

% ok %k ok k %k

All Saints Day Nov 1st

All Souls Day Nov 2nd
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Christmas Carols
5th December
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