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Why become Catholic?
[bookmark: _Hlk208313847]Every year many people decide to become Catholic, drawn to the Church through their own experiences and circumstances. Reflecting on his own journey to God, the great Saint Augustine once wrote: “Our hearts are restless, O Lord, until they rest in you.” The desire for God is written in the human heart, because humankind is created by God and for God; and God never ceases to draw humanity to Himself. 

How do I become Catholic?
To become Catholic, you must be baptised. If you are already baptised in another Christian church, you become Catholic by publicly professing the Catholic faith. Usually when adults are admitted to the Catholic faith through baptism or the profession of the faith they also receive the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Communion.

What preparation is required?
Adults interested in becoming Catholic are required to undergo a period of formation and preparation. This period of preparation is called the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Although it can vary in length from parish to parish, RCIA will begin in October  concluding at Easter the following April. Meetings are held weekly (with a break over summer) and usually run for 90 minutes. The meetings are led by one of our priests, assisted by catechists.

You will need a sponsor
The Catholic Church requires those who wish to become Catholic to be supported and accompanied by a 'sponsor'. The sponsor is usually a family member or friend who lives the Catholic faith and can act as a guide and support to the person seeking admission to the Church. A sponsor must therefore be a baptised Catholic who has also received Confirmation. 

Sponsors must be aged sixteen years or older. Sponsors should also be known for their practice of their faith, including regular attendance at Sunday Mass.

Our RCIA Course
[bookmark: _Hlk208313829]Our parish's next RCIA course will begin in September 2023 and conclude in May 2024. During this time, priests, catechists, sponsors and inquirers meet once a week for around 90 minutes with breaks over school holidays. This is a significant and long-term time commitment. This extended period of formation serves two purposes: first, it provides sufficient opportunity for the candidates to learn the Catholic faith; second, it helps refine the candidate’s commitment to the Catholic faith. Our first meeting will be held at 9.30am on Saturday 30th September 2023 in St Mary of the Assumption Parish Office. The time and day of the following sessions will be determined in consultation with participants.

Taking the Next Step
[bookmark: _Hlk208313879]There is no pressure or obligation for those inquiring about becoming Catholic. We welcome all inquiries. If you are interested in becoming Catholic or simply finding out more about the RCIA, feel free to call our Parish Office. To register for our program, download the form below and submit it to our parish office by email.​
Download RCIA Registration Form
OUR PROPOSED RCIA COURSE SCHEDULE


Week 01 | Grace: The Gift of God's Life
9.30am Saturday 30th September 2023 at St Mary of the Assumption Parish Office

Week 02 | God
Week 03 | Original Holiness
Week 04 | Original Sin
Week 05 | Preparing for Redemption: Salvation History
Week 06 | Redemption I: Jesus' Birth & Public Ministry
Week 07 | Redemption II: Jesus' Passion, Death & Resurrection
Week 08 | The Church
Week 09 | Divine Revelation: Scripture, Tradition & the Magisterium
Week 10 | The Most Holy Trinity
Week 11 | The Mother of God & the Communion of Saints
Week 12 | The Last Things: Death, Judgment, Hell, Purgatory & Heaven
Four-week break for Christmas and summer holidays
Week 13 | The Moral Life I: Freedom, Moral Action, Conscience
Week 14 | The Moral Life II: Sin & Virtue
Week 15 | The Moral Life III: The Moral Law
Week 16 | The Moral Life IV: God's Plan for Sexuality
Week 17 | The Moral Life V: God's Plan for Life
18/02/2024 - FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT - ATTEND THE RITE OF ELECTION AT ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL
Week 18 | Sacraments I: Introduction to Liturgy & Sacraments
Week 19 | Sacraments II: Baptism & Confirmation
03/03/2024 - THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - FIRST SCRUTINY
Week 20 | Sacraments III: The Holy Mass 1: Real Presence
10/0302024 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - SECOND SCRUTINY
Week 21 | Sacraments IV: The Holy Mass 2: Sacrifice & Communion
17/03/2024 - FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - THIRD SCRUTINY
Week 22 | Sacraments V: The Holy Mass 3: Walk Through the Mass
24/03/2024 - PALM SUNDAY
28/03/2024 - HOLY THURSDAY
29/03/2024 - GOOD FRIDAY
30/03/2024 - EASTER VIGIL
31/03/2024 - EASTER SUNDAY
Two-week break for school holidays
Week 24 | Sacraments VI: Reconciliation & Anointing of the Sick
Week 25 | Sacraments VII: Receive first Reconciliation
Week 26 | Sacraments VIII: Marriage & Holy Orders
Week 27 | Prayer I: The Practice of Prayer
Week 28 | Prayer II: The Rosary & Eucharistic Adoration
19/05/2024 - PENTECOST SUNDAY - COURSE CONCLUDES
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