5t April 2026

Easter Sunday of The Resurrection of The Lord

Permanent Diaconate Information Session 2 May 2026

The annual May Information session has been scheduled. The Permanent Diaconate is open to single and married
men, aged between 30 and the 50s, who want to serve God and the Church as ordained ministers. It is an ordained
ministry of service. The information session is open to everyone interested in learning more about the
permanent diaconate. If you have attended any previous session, you are also welcome to attend this session.
It is an opportunity to further discern your vocation. Wives most welcome.

The session will be on Saturday morning, 2" May and will be in person. If you are interested email Deacon
Kevin Pattison

Kevin.Pattison@cam.org.au with full name and parish, but if you forget, then just turn up on Saturday
morning. All are welcome.

Event Date

Saturday 2 May 2025
10.00am-11.30am

Venue

Catholic Theological College
278 Victoria Parade

East Melbourne

Building the Synodal Way Together

As we enter the Easter season, we are invited to continue growing as a
Church that listens, learns, and walks together. The Synodal Way calls
each of us—clergy, religious, and lay—to participate actively in
discernment and dialogue, guided by the Holy Spirit.

MELBOURNE

Noo

In the coming weeks, we will focus on deepening our commitment to:

e Listening with an open heart to the experiences, hopes, and concerns of others.

e Engaging in meaningful conversation, grounded in respect, humility, and prayer.

e Strengthening our sense of communion, recognising Christ at the centre of our shared mission.

e Discerning pathways forward, so that our parish and wider Church can respond more faithfully to the needs of our
time.

Reflection question: How can we deepen our understanding of synodality in our parish life?

The first meeting of the Diocesan Synod Commission will be held on Thursday 9 April. We ask for your prayers as we gather
to discern and plan for the work of the Synod.

If you would like to become involved in the preparation toward the Melbourne Synod please email: Synod2026@cam.org.au

FASTER
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Easter Offering envelopes are available in both
churches. Please drop them in the collection
plates at any masses over the Easter period.

As always, your generosity is greatly
appreciated.

Thank you.

Meet for a Cuppa & Chat

Coffee and Chat at
Angie’s Café this
Wednesday 8" April at
11.00am. To confirm
numbers, please contact
Brenda by text or call
0408 571 578 by Tuesday
7" April lunchtime. All
Welcome.

Rosters

Rosters for Liturgy &
Eucharistic Ministers for both
Saturday & Sunday Masses
have been forwarded by
email.

Copies are available at the
rear of the church.

Thank you for your ongoing
support and to Kerri Ruff for
organizing.
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2026 EASTER MESSAGE
Easter offers a way forward

Friends,

Easter invites us to stand at the threshold from night into dawn. In the Gospel, we meet Mary Magdalen
arriving at the tomb while it was still dark (Jn 20:1). She carries grief and confusion, yet a fragile hope. What
she finds is not an ending but a beginning: the stone is rolled away, the tomb is empty. And before her stands
the One who knows her name: Mary.

As dawn breaks, a quiet truth emerges: death has not had the final word; life has arisen.

The resurrection unfolds like morning light. It does not blind, but illumines. It does not erase wounds, but
transfigures them. Christ, the Light of the World, comes to meet us as the light we need. Christ is present;
Christ is life.

Yet many today experience absence. For the young especially, the world can feel stripped of mystery—
flattened, reduced. Meaning feels distant; hope can seem lost. Our lives can appear dark and empty. Conflict
and war confront us.

And yet, it is precisely there that Easter speaks our name. The empty tomb is the sign which awakens us to
the truth that God is still with us; Jesus is still for us. This Easter, we are called not only to receive Christ’s
light, but to rediscover its wonder—and to bear that light for others.

Here in Melbourne, we see both vitality and vulnerability: generosity among neighbours, yet distance
towards others. Into this world comes the risen Christ, shining light into every

darkness and upon every life. To be a light is to reflect the One who brings hope, and to keep it alive in a
world that can forget to hold in safety those in need.

In our divided and conflicted world, Easter offers not escape but a way forward: to live with compassion,
seek truth, build peace, and stand for hope.

To the steadfast in faith: may this Easter renew your joy and courage. To those who feel distant: the light of
Christ is already seeking you. To people of goodwill: Easter proclaims that life is stronger than death, love
stronger than fear, and hope stronger than despair.

May the risen Christ bless Melbourne and all its people this Easter. And may we rediscover his company as
we walk from darkness into his marvelous light.

Christ is risen. Alleluia.

O

Most Rev Peter A Comensoli
Archbishop of Melbourne




