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From the Editor   
This issue of Blessings arrives against the background of the Referendum of ‘The Voice to 
Parliament’ and the horror of the violence in Israel and Palestine. May we all pray for peace 
and love to prevail. 
How fortunate are we to live in Australia? We are blessed to have so many people in our 
parish who have the love of God in their hearts, who care for and love each other. 

SUNDAY MASS 
6pm Saturday Vigil St Louis’ 

8am Sunday St Brigid’s 
9.30am Sunday St Louis’ 
11am Sunday St Brigid’s 

RECONCILIATION 
Friday 12 noon St Brigid’s 
Saturday 5.30pm St Louis’ 

 
 

 
St Brigid’s Church:520 Main 

Street, Mordialloc 
St Louis de Montfort’s 

Church:  
37 Dolphin Street, Aspendale 

 

WEEKDAY MASS 
9.15am Monday St Louis’  

(Communion Service) 
9.15am Tuesday St Louis’ 

10am Wednesday St Brigid’s 
9.15am Thursday St Louis’ 
11.30am Friday St Brigid’s 

 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Jekot 

Assistant Priest: Fr Ignatius Tan 
Parish Leadership Team: 

Fr Andrew, Fr Ignatius, Trish Angliss, 
Berna Wake 

Parish Coordinator: Ann Fitzgerald 
Baptism Coordinator: Deb Poynton 

Welcome to our October 2023 issue! 
St Mary of the Cross Parish, Mordialloc & Aspendale 

St Brigid’s Church: 520 Main Street, Mordialloc 

St Louis de Montfort’s Church & Parish Centre: 37 Dolphin Street, Aspendale 

Parish Office: 9580 7981 Email: mordiallocaspendale@cam.org 

Join via livestream Catholic Mass with Fr Andrew & Fr Ignatius, 6pm Saturday & 8am Sunday on YouTube 

Stay up to date with us on Facebook, our Parish Website and by subscribing to our Digital Bulletin 

Our parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing, and human dignity of children, young people, and adults. 
 

Our parish acknowledges that we gather, pray, and live on the land of the Bunurong People of the 
Kulin Nation, and pay our respect to Elders, past, present, and emerging. 

 
Front cover: Michelle Campbell and Fr Peter Matheson enjoying our Parish Feast Day & Fr Ignatius’ 60th birthday 

celebrations. 

HOLY ROSARY AND ADORATION – 1st Saturday of the month 4.30-5.30pm at St Louis’ Church       

PRAISE AND WORSHIP - 3rd Friday of the month 7.30-8.30pn alternating between our two churches    

 

Every time I create ‘Blessings’ I am energised by our parish community. In this issue you can read beautiful 
stories such as those from Pauline Parker, Danny Carey, and Nicky and Marcus Winter. I hope you enjoy 
reading ‘Blessings’ and if you have a story about our parish and people, please reach out to me. 
Peace & blessings,  
Berna Wake 

Berna.wake@cam.org.au 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbIcO7ZsfLYaed14YrMcXNw
https://www.facebook.com/catholicparishmordiallocaspendale/
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/mordialloc-aspendale
https://app.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=703589&s=475126&a=100183&k=-rFKsqkw7x65MH8jfm_OPf1nYaMGQTvOQjkIZtkzXYc
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FATHER ANDREW has been on his long-awaited 
Sabbatical these past few months and is now 
enjoying a short holiday before returning to the 
parish on the weekend of October 28. During his 
Sabbatical he has travelled far and wide beginning 
with a retreat entitled “Visiting the Well” at St 
Joseph’s Baulkham Hills. Next a few days in Dubai on 
the way to the 13-day Portuguese Camiño Da Costa. 
Accompanying Andrew on the Camino was good 
friend James, who is the father of Hamish. Many will 
remember Hamish who was our in-house film maker 
during the Covid mass recordings. They enjoyed the 
company of Camino pilgrims from all over the world 
and some magnificent sights in Portugal and Spain 
(although perhaps the inside of a Portuguese hospital 
was not the finest!) 

Father Andrew’s Word 

PORTO CATHEDRAL CAMINO WALK - 1ST STEPS MEZQUITA CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL, 
CORDOBA 

CRISTO REI, LISBON POPE FRANCIS' GENERAL AUDIENCE 

CAMINO ACCOMPLISHED. AT THE 

CATHEDRAL SQUARE 

VIEW FROM FR ANDREW'S COLLEGE ROOM 

Arriving in Lisbon, Fr Andrew caught the 
electric atmosphere of the tail-end of World 
Youth Day. James returned home to his family 
in Beaumaris and Fr Andrew’s good friend Fr 
Paddy Sykes (PP of the Parish of Junee) arrived 
to join him as they travelled to Spanish towns, 
to the top of Africa and back to Portugal, before 
commencing their 4-week course in Rome on 
the ‘Scriptural Theology of Mary’ at the 
Pontifical North American College.  Some very 
special visits to Assisi, Basilica’s, and a private 
audience with Ms. Chiara Porro, the Australian 
Ambassador to the Holy See, followed by the 
General Audience with Pope Francis’ will have 
made some incredible memories. Fr Andrew 
captured his amazing Sabbatical experiences 
for us all to enjoy in his travel blogs which can 
be found on our parish website at 
www.melbcatholic.org/s/mordialloc-aspendale 
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 Mary MacKillop Walking Tour 

On the 29th of July the Parish Pastoral Council car-pooled to visit the Mary 
MacKillop Heritage Centre in East Melbourne to experience the tourist 
walk through ‘Mary’s Melbourne’ and celebrate a beautiful mass by Fr 
Ignatius in the Heritage Centre Chapel. 
Led by our wonderful, knowledgeable guides, Sr Patricia Williams and 
volunteer Aarti Munohur, the walking tour took in nine places of interest 
that tell the story of the indelible mark that Mary and the Sisters of St  

 Joseph had on Melbourne in the gold rush era, establishing schools for the poor and places of refuge for 
women and children. The Heritage Centre’s Museum and gallery are a treasure trove that tell the story of 
Saint Mary MacKillop and the Josephite Sisters exemplary life and work. We learned so much about our 
patron and highly recommend a visit. Details at Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre (mmhc.org.au) 

SR PATRICIA WAS A WEALTH OF INFORMATION 

5 LATROBE STREET, MELBOURNE 

FR IGNATIUS CELEBRATES MASS IN THE CHAPEL 

PPC & SR PATRICIA AT ST MARY OF THE CROSS 

SQUARE, BRUNSWICK ST FITZROY 

ICONIC IMAGE OF ST MARY OF THE CROSS IN 

THE HERITAGE CENTRE CHAPEL 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY NICOLE'S MUM 

WE LISTENED INTENTLY 

https://www.mmhc.org.au/
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 Parish Celebrations 

Our parish gathering on the 13th of August to celebrate our parish feast day and our 

beloved Fr Ignatius’ 6oth birthday was a day filled with love and friendship. 
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 Parish Celebrations 

We often take time to reflect and 
do some soul searching when we have 
anniversaries. In July and August, 
there were many milestones and 
memories for me. My priestly 
ordination was on 15th July 2022, and 
on 17th August, I began my 
appointment at St Mary of the Cross 
(SMOTC) Parish.  

Thank you to the Parish Leadership 
Team (PLT), who organised a parish 
celebration on the Feast of St Mary of 
the Cross on the 13th of August this 
year. Thank you for remembering my 
first-year anniversary as a priest, my 
one-year anniversary of my time in 
the parish, and my 60th birthday.  

 

 

 

 

 

WITH FR IGNATIUS, IS HIS BROTHER JAMES & SISTER-IN-LAW ALICE 

Indeed, I have so many to thank for these celebrations. I give 
thanks to God for His calling me into the service of the priestly 
vocation. I give thanks to God for giving me courage and 
wisdom, allowing me to learn and make changes in facing the 
many challenges in everyday life. 

I give thanks to God, especially for my healthy body and 
allowing me to be active in church ministries, in learning new 
ways of doing things, facing challenges with many unfamiliar 
faces,  
and trying to listen to all and to understand and meet people 
where they are at.  

 

 

Fr Andrew has been an excellent mentor to me. He is super organized, highly effective, and energetic too. 
He has allowed me to ask questions, to discuss and set the pace for the direction he envisions in the 
parish, especially the “Open the Door’s” Missionary Parish pathway we are on.  
The PLT has guided me with the vision, mission, and strategic anchors of the parish, with great passion 
and enthusiasm to make SMOTC parish a vibrant, inclusive, and welcoming community.  

A vibrant community is one that has significant participation of laity in the parish ministries. I have seen 
it here in SMOTC parish. There are many ministries offering opportunities for everyone to serve, whether 
in liturgies, office support, pastoral care, or hospitality. I am inspired by all our sisters and brothers who 
offer their time, effort, and money, working selflessly to grow and nurture our community together. Many 
work tirelessly reaching out to others who are in need, either in giving food, holy communion and to 
provide pastoral care to those who are house bound.  

Thank you to each one of you who make this parish unique. You have taught me how to be a priest 
serving with you. I can see God’s active Spirit is working amongst all. I give thanks to God for this 
beautiful community. Please continue, we still have a lot to do. We need more people willing to serve, 
especially in our youth ministry. Let’s work to attract our young people, and young families in the 
community, and be inclusive of all. Our young families and young people are the future of the Church, and 
we need to find new ways to attract and engage them. Thank you. Fr Ignatius 
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 St Brigid’s Church Windows 

Let The Light Shine 
A new documentary commemorating war service and sacrifice in glass   

 On Thursday September the 14th I joined Bronwyn Hughes - 
art historian, stained-glass expert; Fiona Gruber – writer and 
radio producer and David Smith – writer, director, and 
cameraman at St Brigid’s for the filming of a documentary. 
 
The proposed 24-minute documentary, Let the Light Shine… 
‘will shed new light on war and the sacrifice of Australian 
service personnel, and recognise their contribution by exploring 
the social, cultural, and military history embedded in glass.’ 
 
The magnificent St Brigid’s west wall stained-glass window 
honours the lost comrades in the 58/59th Battalion AIF in New 
Guinea and Bougainville and will feature as one of five carefully 
selected examples from the Boer War, First and Second World 
Wars, Vietnam, and Afghanistan. Bronwyn commented, “They 
(the windows) represent Australians experience of conflict and 
loss, raise awareness around differing themes of war, and 
encourage enquiry around the various forms of reconciliation.” 
 
Our founding Father Jim English was the much-admired 
Chaplain to the 58/59th Battalion. In appreciation, the Battalion 
Association contributed to the cost of the window when 
established in 1955. 

BRONWYN HUGHES IS THE PRESENTER OF THE 

DOCUMENTARY 

CAMERAMAN DAVID SMITH 

“Designed to appeal to a wide audience, from community and returned service organisations, art and 
military museums, to secondary schools and tertiary institutions, the documentary has particular 
importance as an educational resource within the Australian school history curriculum.  It will provide an 
accessible medium through which to understand service and sacrifice and to question themes around the 
topic of war and religion, patriotism, race, and gender.” said Bronwyn. 

It was fascinating to listen to Bronwyn 
speak about the window, the meaning 
behind the images – at the top stands St 
Michael, the warrior saint, who watches 
over khaki and jungle green-clad 
soldiers, below the native Papuans carry 
the wounded on stretchers through 
dense tropical jungle and the silhouettes 
show soldiers climbing the mountain 
tracks. Have a close look next time you 
are at St Brigid’s, the detail is 
spectacular and something we can all be 
proud of. 

The documentary is planned to be 
launched on Remembrance Day, 2024, 
and we will ensure all can see it.                                 
By: Berna Wake 

 

BOOK BY BRONWYN HUGHES 

WHICH FEATURES ST BRIGID'S 
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 Reef named to remember Rhys Gillard 

By: Pauline Parker 
Rhys Gillard was only 17 when he passed away suddenly 
on May 13, 2021, being found unresponsive in his bed. 
Rhys was five weeks from his 18th birthday. He was the 
eldest son of three boys of Anna and David Gillard of 
Aspendale. 
 
Rhys was school captain of St Louis in final year of Primary 
School. He was in year 12 at St Bedes and his two younger 
brothers are still students there. Rhys died of a sudden 
cardiac arrest and his cause of death is unascertained, 
meaning no cause was found for his sudden cardiac arrest. 
 

Rhys was so driven, full of energy and enthusiasm. He loved challenges, was a natural leader and confident 
speaker. He was an excellent student too. He loved all sports, cricket, basketball and excelled at AFL, 
making the Dandenong Southern Stingrays squad. He was also a very keen fisherman, having taught 
himself how to fish from books and You Tube, and then he taught his brother. He loved going out fishing 
on his kayak with his brother and friends. 
 
On Port Phillip Bay there have been three reefs installed to provide fish habitat and to enhance 
recreational fishing. Rec Reef is closest to Aspendale, the other two are near Seaford and Frankston, and 
this is where Rhys loved to fish from his kayak. 
 
In April 2022 Rhys ‘ ashes were spread over the reef by his family and friends laying him to rest in his 
special spot. 
In April 2023 Rec Reef was renamed Rhys Reef in his honour. A beautiful photo memorial plaque has been 
set in place to remember this beautiful young man. 

It is well worth a walk along our magnificent beach to the 
northern end, past the Mordialloc Sailing Club, and you 
can see this amazing site to honour Rhys. (Maybe a bench 
seat is being erected there at this time! ) 
 

Forever Young Rhys!             
Gone fishin’ 
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 Our Parish 

Healing Mass September 

Fr Ignatius and Fr Peter concelebrated this special mass of healing, 
including the celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick. It was a beautiful occasion of love and warmth, providing not 
only relief from physical ailments, but healing mentally, 
emotionally, and most of all spiritually. We will hold more healing 
masses early in 2024, with masses held in the morning and at night 
to allow for all to be a part of this special occasion. 

HEALING MASS - ST BRIGID'S 

IMAGE COURTESY OF MICHAEL LEUNIG 

St Mary of the Cross Men’s Fellowship Group 

Reflection by Danny Carey 
I have enjoyed the men’s fellowship gathering and the opportunity to have some in depth discussions 
about faith with my fellow parishioners. The meetings have focussed on the video series "The Search". 
I feel the videos have prompted conversations about meaning in life and how our Christian identity 
can help us to find depth of meaning in a post-modern culture that undervalues spirituality.  
 
Our culture promotes progress as a purely economic outcome, this places us as competing individuals 
in a competition for material prosperity. This narrow world view leads too many people falling 
outside the prosperity model and living diminished lives. The Christian message offers a world view 
that grounds us in loving relationship with all of creation in what Jesus describes as The Kingdom of 
God. This central message is as revolutionary today as it was 2000 years ago.  
 
The good news of the Gospel is sorely needed today in a fragmented and superficial culture. This is 
where meaning can be found, our true selves healed, and our dignity restored.  
 
 
The Men’s Fellowship Group meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm at St Louis’ and all 
men of the parish and school dads are very welcome. 
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 Our Parish 

The Voice to Parliament Information  

Night on 27th July 
 
By Berna Wake 
With the October 14 Referendum for a Proposed Law: to alter the 
Constitution to recognise the First Peoples of Australia by 
establishing an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice, our 
Justice Action Group offered the opportunity to understand and 
learn more about what this proposed law entails. Information was 
provided for both the “Yes’ and “No” cases and respectful, listening 
and dialogue took place amongst many parishioners who attended. 
 
Whatever the results of this referendum, as Fr Frank Brennan SJ 
comments, “we all need to take to heart Noel Pearson’s chilling 
observation about his people: “We are a much unloved people. We 
are perhaps the ethnic group Australians feel least connected to. We 
are not popular, and we are not personally known to many 
Australians. Few have met us, and a small minority count us as 
friends.” 

JULIE BUICK & NICOLE DOBROHOTOFF FROM 

OUR JUSTICE ACTION GROUP 

Our parish has been so blessed to have Fr Peter Matheson assisting 
with our weekend masses, baptisms, weddings, and funerals over the 
period that Fr Andrew has been on sabbatical. 
Fr Peter’s homilies are so inspiring, as he brings the issues that face 
the world today into relationship with the Gospel messages. One 
always leaves the mass with more knowledge and understanding. He 
is kind, compassionate, approachable, and personable. 
We wish Fr Peter a wonderful, healthy, happy retirement and may God 
continue to bless and watch over him. 
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 World Youth Day 2023 

“A life-changing experience” 

 Parishioners Nicky Winters and her son Marcus had the 
trip of a lifetime attending World Youth Day in Lisbon. 

By Nicky Winter 

We had so many wonderful experiences 

during our World Youth Day Pilgrimage. There 

were 25 of us travelling together in the 

Disciples of Jesus Community Group from 

Melbourne, Sydney, Canberra, and Darwin. 

Beginning our trip from Sydney we landed in 

Lisbon, Portugal to be welcomed by the lovely 

warm weather. After a few hours on a bus, we 

arrived in beautiful Fatima. In Fatima, I felt a 

loving presence of Our Lady and an incredible 

peace. Her love is strong like that of a mother’s 

heart for her children. I was deeply moved by 

the faith of so many people at the masses, 

bringing their loved ones sick and suffering to 

Mary our mother- with hope of healing, 

believing in her prayers and trusting in God’s 

compassion. I prayed alongside the many for my 

own family and those unwell, for my dear 

friends and for all of you in our parish 
community.  

At World Youth Day (a week) I was amazed by 
the faith of all the young people who had 
travelled from all over the world to come 
together to celebrate our Catholic faith- to sing 
and dance and pray together, to listen to 
Catholic teachings, to be formed and renewed 
and to see the Pope! 

 

When Pope Francis arrived at the opening mass, 
some of us were front row to where the Popemobile 
passed by. The Catholic young people of the world 
were so excited, and of course us three mums were 
too! I will never forget their beautiful singing of the 
World Youth Day theme song, and their loud chants 
and cheering, “Papa Francesco.” As he drove past 
with a big smile and waving, he looked into the eyes 
of the people. As he and I locked eyes for just a 
moment, I felt his kind heart and the warmth of 
God’s spirit of love for myself and for all of us there. 
In the days of World Youth Day, young people 
seemed thirsty for love, acceptance, and a sense of 
belonging to the Church. And with open hearts they 
were filled with this love from God and God’s love 
shone out through them in their joy to be 
celebrating their faith together- Church Alive! 
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 World Youth Day 2023 

By Marcus Winter  
World Youth Day completely changed my experience of being a 
Catholic, and subsequently who I am as a person, and my values in 
life. For young people all around Australia, being a strong Catholic 
is not seen as the ideal way of life, and therefore the amount of 
young people opening themselves up to God is dwindling. This is 
apparent through the absence of young people at Sunday mass, 
and at the Catholic school that I attend, believing in the true God is 
an abnormality. I was a part of this crowd, however the sight of 1.5 
million young Catholics adoring God in Lisbon in the first week of 
August made it clear that God, made of love, mercy and might, is 
worth listening to.  
Although we came from 200 different countries, looked different, 
and spoke different languages, every single pilgrim on the streets 
was willing to say ‘Ola’ to us, sing and dance with us, and pray 
with us, because we were all there for the same reason; to pursue 
God. We were all children of God, and so I felt more belonging in 
our group, and with these 1.5 million strangers, than in many 
facets of my life, because we belonged together in Christ. NICKY AND HER SON MARCUS 

Editor’s note: Thank you to Nicky 
and her 16yo son Marcus who is in 
Year 10 at St Bede’s. In our next 
edition, we will have a story from 
another parishioner, Emilia 
Wisniewski, who also attended 
WYD 2023. 
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 St Brigid’s Gardening Group 

We give thanks for the selfless parishioners who create 
the stunning gardens of St Brigid’s Church 

Our aim is for long term enhancement of the 
Church building with a garden that directs the 
eye to God.  We work to provide a place of 
welcome, beauty, reflection and ordered 
tranquillity for everyone.  We believe a well-
maintained garden shows care and respect for 
all who enter it. 
 
While working to the design and adding to the 
density of the planting, we do the expected 
gardening work including weeding and 
trimming the garden beds, replacing dead 
plants, fertilising, mulching, and removal of 
litter. During this work we also attend to other 
maintenance jobs that need doing.  After about 
two hours of work, we have morning tea on 
the steps outside the Church. 
 
 

In the garden at St Brigid’s, we are working at 
a very public location, a bit like being on a 
living billboard.  There is an outreach aspect in 
that we chat and enthusiastically welcome 
passersby and visitors to the Church and its 
various garden areas. 
 
If you would like to be part of the St Brigid’s 
Gardening Group, you would be very welcome. 
Please contact the Parish Office for details.  We 
get together on a Monday morning on an as 
needs basis.  Members are contacted directly 
and there is often a notice in the Parish 
Bulletin. 
 
By: The St Brigid’s Gardening Group 
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By: Jodie Marziano  
Deputy Principal St Brigid’s Primary 
School 
This term the Year 6 students in our 
parish celebrated the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. The sacrament was 
celebrated by Bishop Anthony Ireland 
and con-celebrated by Father Ignatius. 
Bishop Tony engaged in a very insightful 
and reverent way both in his pre 
sacrament session with the students and 
the Mass itself. In his homily at St 
Brigid's, Bishop Tony spoke about the 
'divine wifi of the spirit' and the need to 
actually use the gifts of the spirit like you 
would an app that you have downloaded. 
It will be interesting to hear what Bishop 
Tony has to say to the St Louis and 
catechist students in their celebration! 
(This celebration is occurring after the 
publication of the Blessing's magazine). 
 

 Sacrament of Confirmation 

As St Brigid’s, St Louis’ and our catechetics students receive the 
sacrament of confirmation we pray that the Holy Spirit will 

always bless and guide them. 
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Sacrament of Baptism 

We welcome & pray for children recently 

baptised & their families 

Orla Rose Finley, daughter of Michael Finley and Elena Lima 

Lenny Christopher Fricke, son of Ben Fricke and Jane Brosnan 

Georgie Mela Bourke, daughter of James and Amanda Bourke 

Adelina Rose, Hugo Paul, and Zofia Florence Gabrys children of Szymon and Melissa Gabrys 

Lucas William and Thea Cathryn Barker, children of Cameron and Lydia Barker 

Poppy Elizabeth and Charley Athena Georgiadis, children of Gabriel Georgiadis 

Remi Christine Crawford, daughter of Daniel Crawford and Holly Reynolds 

Harry Gorman and Louis Gorman Bird, sons of Stewart Bird and Jessica-Elise Gorman 

Stella Louise Thomson, daughter of Blake and Kaitlyn Thomson 

Gemma Anne Mason, daughter of Brendan and Rachel Mason 

Issac Hayden and Xavier Cliche Keely, sons of Daniel Keely and Krystina Cliche 

Daniel Thomas and Matthew Neil Purcell, sons of Joshua and Rebecca Purcell 

George Lewis Murphy, son of Anthony and Grace Murphy 

Mary Margaret Prasser, daughter of Allison Prasser 
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Farewell dear Don 

DON, HIS DAUGHTER CATH & FR PETER ON THE OCCASION OF 

DON'S 100TH BIRTHDAY IN AUGUST 2023. 

Many St Louis’ parishioners will fondly 
recall Don and his daughters Cath and 

Rose bringing their Dad to 9.30am 
Sunday mass. 

By: Don’s daughter Cath 

My Dad, Lawrence ‘Don’ Swaine was born in 
Cremorne, NSW in 1923. 
Dad enlisted in the Australian Army and first 
served as part of the Milita (CMF) forces before 
being transferred to the 2nd Australian Imperial 
Force (AIF) during 1942. Dad became a trooper 
posted to the 2/5 Australian Commando 
Squadron, and saw service in Borneo, Timor, 
and New Guinea, along with specialised training 
at Canungra in Qld. 

Dad recalled lots of interesting times while serving: “One unit’s job in New Guinea was to get behind  
enemy lines and send back information about the Japanese. They would get under the water if the enemy 
was near and use hollow reeds to breathe under water while holding.”  
Dad enjoyed the order and routine in the Army.  
After discharging from the AIF in July 1956, Dad worked in a jam factory, ran a milk bar, and then became 
a nurse working at St Vincent’s hospital. He was one of the first male nurses. 
In 1967, Dad married our Mum Marcelle, and they went on to have three children. Sadly, Mum Marcelle 
passed away in 2002. All three children went on to have their own families. 
 
As a father dad was never judgmental. He was a very spiritual person and a gentleman who never 
displayed anger or impatience. He always maintained a positive attitude.  He always supported your 
dreams and gave you optimism that you could achieve them.  When I told him I wanted to join the police 
force he built me a hurdle in the backyard so that I could practice.  He continued to encourage my dreams 
right up to the end.  Dad also inspired us all with his travel adventures with many of the kids and 
grandkids having overseas holidays with grandpa. 
 

 As a family growing up, we were always having adventures whether 
that was bushwalking anywhere in Victoria, camping at Wilson’s 
Prom or surfing down at Venus Bay.  Looking back, we were always 
active and dad was very fit, despite smoking a pipe for a fair part of 
his life.  Dad loved nature and the outdoors.  He loved to go for a 
surf and for a hike and was hiking into his eighties, including in the 
Himalayas. 
Dad lived a very full life.  Dad credited his longevity to his faith, 
eating plenty of vegetables, a simple life and remaining calm.   We 
will miss him, his friendship, his stories, the news updates, his 
listening and supportive ear, and his dry sense of humour.  Go well 
my friend and beautiful dad we love you dearly.   Dad’s last word 
were thank you.  We thank you dad for sharing some of your life 
journey with us all and pray you are at peace.  
 

DON AT OUR PARISH 

LENTEN RETREAT IN APRIL 

2023 
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Wedding Congratulations 

Love and blessings for our parishioners Stef Carino and Anthony Antoniou on the 

occasion of their wedding at St Brigid’s on the 1st of September 2023 

May God, who is love, 
bless your life together in Christ 

with ever-growing love, 
happiness and holiness. 

Blessings and best wishes 
for the future. 
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