Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

Third Sunday of Easter (vearB)

14 April 2024

Readings

Next Week
Acts 4:8-12
Ps 117:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28-29
1Jn3:1-2
Jn 10:11-18

in a nutshell

Understanding the scriptures. The
disciples of Jesus had great respect
for the Jewish Scriptures: the Law
of Moses, the prophets and the
psalms. They came to the full belief
in the resurrection of Jesus only
after he had opened their minds to
see that his shameful death and
glorious resurrection were
prefigured in the sacred texts. The
ancient Hebrew Scriptures and the
New Testament provide valuable
witness for us also, strengthening
our faith.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend: Harry &
Dorothy Heering , Frankie Petinella
For those who have died recently
and all those whose anniversary
occurs at this time.

of special note

Sunday, 21 April, is Good
Shepherd Sunday
The World Day of Prayer for
Vocations

More information inside!

Raise Your Voices
Entrance Antiphon

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to
the glory of his name. O render him glorious
praise, alleluia

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) Lord, let your face shine on us.

When | call, answer me, O God of justice;
from anguish you released me, have mercy
and hear me! (R.)

It is the Lord who grants favours to those
whom he loves;
the Lord hears me whenever I call him. (R.)

‘What can bring us happiness?’ many say.
Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord. (R.)

I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at
once,
for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.

(R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us:
make our hearts burn with love when you
speak.

Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus
in the breaking of the bread, alleluia.

The Parish of St Mary’s

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday—6:30pm (EST)

5:00pm (EDST)
Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—9:00am
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Our
Parish is committed to the care, wellbeing
and protection of children, and vulnerable
people in our community.

Remember children should be accompanied
by an adult family member to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

Car Parking ~-WEEKDAY Masses

Please use available car parks for Mass
rather than the front of the church leaving
the front for the truly disabled.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s
Conference 0427 874 374 or Alan Somers
0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please: mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese
visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee—1% & 3™
Saturday

Thank you to the volunteers who turn up to
assist with the maintenance of the grounds
around the church. 4pm onwards
Next—Friday March 15

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, 30 April
Finance Committee 7:00pm

Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm

8:00pm
DONATIONS TO THE PARISH

Parish Council

Parish Notices

Wedding Celebration—April 14

Samantha and Rafael will exchange wedding vows after the 10.30am Mass this
week. The nuptial liturgy will begin at 12pm. All who wish to stay and
celebrate with Samantha and Rafael are invited to attend.

New Tap and Go Terminals

Further to our new method of collecting contributions to the Parish and
Presbytery, we have two new Tap and Go machines: one for the parish account
and one for the presbytery account. These are placed beside the respective
collection boxes in the narthex. These machines allow you to choose the
amount you are giving. It can take some time for the machine to register,
please be patient, we are trying to rectify connection problems!

A reminder that collections are no longer taken up during Mass.
donations in the labelled boxes in the narthex either before or after Mass.
Donations can also be made through the website using the QR code on this

page.

Place

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

As far as possible, you should have pray in quiet silent devotion. You could
have a favourite topic of mediation, such as the passion of Jesus, the events of
His life, an awareness of the Divine Presence: go directly to Jesus without too
much fuss. (St. Peter Julian Eymard)

Confession: When you consider that Christ came among us principally to
reconcile mankind to God, the neglect of the Sacrament of Penance is
amazing. The Penitential Rite at Mass should remind us of the need for that
special encounter with Christ, the Sacrament of Reconciliation. (Fr. Antony
Jones)

Adoration: Friday morning 8:00am. Yarra Junction Thursday 6:00pm (first
Thursday Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.” But
they were startled and frightened...” - Luke 24:36-37

Throughout the day we have many opportunities to “see the face of Jesus” in
others and to “be the face of Jesus” to others. Do we take that opportunity to
provide “peace” to those we encounter or are we afraid of what others will
think of us and do nothing? Pray for the strength and courage to live a “God-
centered” life and not a “self-centered” life.

March Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report
Total income: $5314.77
Total Expenditure: $5626.69

Regular Gardening/Working Bees

Please note the working bees will now be held on Saturday mornings 8:00-
10:00am. Thank you to the parishioners who turn up to assist with the
maintenance of the grounds around the church. Next—Saturday April 20

Project Compassion— Thank You

Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for supporting Project Compassion
2024. If you still have your Project Compassion box or set of envelopes at
home, please bring them back next week or visit caritas.org.au/project-
compassion and donate online.
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Good Shepherd Sunday—April 21

Next Sunday we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday — the
World Day of Prayer for Vocations. During this coming week,
perhaps you may like to make a prayer each day for more
vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. Perhaps
there is a young person you may know to pray for by name
this week.

Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Our Parish is
committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children,
and vulnerable people in our community.

Remember children and young people should be
accompanied by an adult family member to the toilet.

Visit the Safeguarding page on our parish website.

World Mission May Rosary Prayers

As the month of May approaches, we would like to invite your
parish to join us in online prayer to mark the traditional time
for Marian devotions. Catholic Mission will host the recitation
of the Rosary every day (from Monday to Friday) in May, and
we invite our friends, supporters and collaborators from
around the country to join in. During this virtual Rosary, we
will reflect on the mysteries of the Rosary and offer our
intentions for peace, healing and blessings for our parishes
and the world. This online gathering is open to everyone in
the parish community. For more information see noticeboard
or visit the parish website.

Are You Being Called to Serve?

The Permanent Diaconate is open to single and married men,
aged between 30 and 60 years, who want to serve God and
the Church as ordained ministers. An Information Session
about the Permanent Diaconate will be held on 4 May 2024
Saturday, 10:00 -11.45 am at the Catholic Theological College
(CTC), 278 Victorian Parade, East Melbourne.

For more information: The Vocations website for the
Archdiocese is available. The links below (copy, then paste)
are a source of additional information.

Watch: Melbourne’s Deacons https://youtu.be/q2RhNDbtTSO
Watch: Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for Deacons and video
https://youtu.be/NuG99HD1LaY

Visit: Archdiocese of Melbourne permanent diaconate
webpage
https://vocations.melbournecatholic.org/about/what-is-a-
vocation/permanent-diaconate

Read More: [Brochure] https://www.cam1.org.au/permanent
-diaconate

Contact: Office of the Permanent Diaconate (Phone) 03 9412
3357 (Email) diaconate@cam.org.au

Something to Bring a Smile!

Following Mass one Sunday morning, a thoughtless
parishioner tossed a cigarette butt into the garden. Spotting
the smouldering bush, the parish priest pulled out his mobile
phone and called the fire department. The person on the
other end queried the priest. “Father, you’re telling me
there’s a burning bush in front of your church and you want
us to put it out?”

Sourced from www.majellan.media

Readings Reflection

Understanding the Scriptures

Jesus in today’s Gospel teaches His apostles how to
interpret the Scriptures.

He tells them that all the Scriptures of what we now call
the Old Testament refer to Him. He says that all the
promises found in the Old Testament have been fulfilled
in His Passion, death, and Resurrection. And He tells
them that these Scriptures foretell the mission of the
Church—to preach forgiveness of sins to all the nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.

In today’s First Reading and Epistle, we see the
beginnings of that mission. And we see the apostles
interpreting the Scriptures as Jesus taught them to.

God has brought to fulfilment what He announced
beforehand in all the prophets, Peter preaches. His
sermon is shot through with Old Testament images. He
the
God revealed himself as the ancestral God of Abraham,

evokes Moses and Exodus, in  which
Isaac, and Jacob (see Exodus 3:6, 15). He identifies Jesus
as lIsaiah’s suffering servant who has been glorified

(see Isaiah 52:13).

John, too, describes Jesus in Old Testament terms.
Alluding to how Israel’s priests offered blood sacrifices
to atone for the people’s sins (see Leviticus 16; Hebrews
9-10), he says that Jesus intercedes for us before God
(see Romans 8:34), and that His blood is a sacrificial
expiation for the sins of the world (see 1 John 1:7).

Notice that in all three readings, the Scriptures are
interpreted to serve and advance the Church’s mission—
to reveal the truth about Jesus, to bring people to
repentance, the wiping away of sins, and the perfection
of their love for God.

This is how we, too, should hear the Scriptures. Not to
know more “about” Jesus, but to truly know Him
personally, and to know His plan for our lives.

In the Scriptures, the light of His face shines upon us, as
we sing in today’s Psalm. We know the wonders He has
done throughout history. And we have the confidence to
call to Him, and to know that He hears and answers.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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The Lord's Day

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Ps 118:24.

The Lord's Day — as Sunday was called from Apostolic times — has always been accorded special attention in the history of the
Church because of its close connection with the very core of the Christian mystery. In fact, in the weekly reckoning of time Sunday
recalls the day of Christ’s Resurrection. It is Easter which returns week by week, celebrating Christ's victory over sin and death, the
fulfilment in him of the first creation and the dawn of "the new creation" (cf. 2 Cor 5:17). It is the day which recalls in grateful
adoration the world's first day and looks forward in active hope to "the last day", when Christ will come in glory (cf. Acts 1:11; 1 Th
4:13-17) and all things will be made new (cf. Rev 21:5).

Rightly, then, the Psalmist's cry is applied to Sunday: "This is the day which the Lord has made: let us rejoice and be glad in it" (Ps
118:24). This invitation to joy, which the Easter liturgy makes its own, reflects the astonishment which came over the women who,
having seen the crucifixion of Christ, found the tomb empty when they went there "very early on the first day after the
Sabbath" (Mk 16:2). It is an invitation to relive in some way the experience of the two disciples of Emmaus, who felt their hearts
"burn within them" as the Risen One walked with them on the road, explaining the Scriptures and revealing himself in "the
breaking of the bread" (cf. Lk 24:32,35). And it echoes the joy — at first uncertain and then overwhelming — which the Apostles
experienced on the evening of that same day, when they were visited by the Risen Jesus and received the gift of his peace and of
his Spirit (cf. Jn 20:19-23).

The Resurrection of Jesus is the fundamental event upon which Christian faith rests (cf. 1 Cor15:14). It is an astonishing reality,
fully grasped in the light of faith, yet historically attested to by those who were privileged to see the Risen Lord. It is a wondrous
event which is not only absolutely unique in human history, but which lies at the very heart of the mystery of time. In fact, "all
time belongs to [Christ] and all the ages", as the evocative liturgy of the Easter Vigil recalls in preparing the Paschal Candle.
Therefore, in commemorating the day of Christ's Resurrection not just once a year but every Sunday, the Church seeks to indicate
to every generation the true fulcrum of history, to which the mystery of the world's origin and its final destiny leads.

It is right, therefore, to claim, in the words of a fourth century homily, that "the Lord's Day" is “the lord of days". Those who have
received the grace of faith in the Risen Lord cannot fail to grasp the significance of this day of the week with the same deep
emotion which led Saint Jerome to say: "Sunday is the day of the Resurrection, it is the day of Christians, it is our day". For
Christians, Sunday is "the fundamental feast day", established not only to mark the succession of time but to reveal time's deeper
meaning.

Since the Eucharist is the very heart of Sunday, it is clear why, from the earliest centuries, the Pastors of the Church have not
ceased to remind the faithful of the need to take part in the liturgical assembly. "Leave everything on the Lord's Day", urges the
third century text known as the Didascalia, "and run diligently to your assembly, because it is your praise of God. Otherwise, what
excuse will they make to God, those who do not come together on the Lord's Day to hear the word of life and feed on the divine
nourishment which lasts forever?". The faithful have generally accepted this call of the Pastors with conviction of soul and,
although there have been times and situations when this duty has not been perfectly met, one should never forget the genuine
heroism of priests and faithful who have fulfilled this obligation even when faced with danger and the denial of religious freedom,
as can be documented from the first centuries of Christianity up to our own time.

In his first Apology addressed to the Emperor Antoninus and the Senate, Saint Justin proudly described the Christian practice of
the Sunday assembly, which gathered in one place Christians from both the city and the countryside. When, during the
persecution of Diocletian, their assemblies were banned with the greatest severity, many were courageous enough to defy the
imperial decree and accepted death rather than miss the Sunday Eucharist. This was the case of the martyrs of Abitina, in
Proconsular Africa, who replied to their accusers: "Without fear of any kind we have celebrated the Lord's Supper, because it
cannot be missed; that is our law"; “We cannot live without the Lord's Supper". As she confessed her faith, one of the martyrs
said: "Yes, | went to the assembly and | celebrated the Lord's Supper with my brothers and sisters, because | am a Christian".

Since Sunday is the weekly Easter, recalling and making present the day upon which Christ rose from the dead, it is also the day
which reveals the meaning of time. It has nothing in common with the cosmic cycles according to which natural religion and
human culture tend to impose a structure on time, succumbing perhaps to the myth of eternal return. The Christian Sunday is
wholly other! Springing from the Resurrection, it cuts through human time, the months, the years, the centuries, like a directional
arrow which points them towards their target: Christ's Second Coming. Sunday foreshadows the last day, the day of the Parousia,
which in a way is already anticipated by Christ's glory in the event of the Resurrection.

In fact, everything that will happen until the end of the world will be no more than an extension and unfolding of what happened
on the day when the battered body of the Crucified Lord was raised by the power of the Spirit and became in turn the wellspring
of the Spirit for all humanity. Christians know that there is no need to wait for another time of salvation, since, however long the
world may last, they are already living in the last times. Not only the Church, but the cosmos itself and history are ceaselessly ruled
and governed by the glorified Christ. It is this life-force which propels creation, "groaning in birth-pangs until now" (Rom 8:22),
towards the goal of its full redemption. Mankind can have only a faint intuition of this process, but Christians have the key and the
certainty. Keeping Sunday holy is the important witness which they are called to bear, so that every stage of human history will be
upheld by hope.

Pope St John Paull Il, Dies Domini, Nos. 1-2, 46, 75,



