3 May 2026

Sth Sunday of Easter, Year A

1966-2026
Celebrating 60 years

Dear friends,
Thank you to those who joined us for our ANZAC Day commemoration last Sunday and
morning tea. It seems like the ANZAC biscuits were successful! Our next celebration for
the 60™ year will be our Mother’s Day cake stall next weekend. There are details below-
please consider bringing something along to donate and sell. Thank you in advance !
Mass Count
Each year in the month of May is the annual Mass count across the Archdiocese. The
numbers of people attending Mass are used for future planning and allocation of
resources.
Dedication of the Parish to Our Lady Help of Christians
St John Bosco had a very special devotion to Our Lady Help of Christians, whose Feast
day falls on May 24, which is Pentecost Sunday this year. On this day, we will dedicate our
parish to Our Lady, Help of Christians, who is the co-patroness of Australia (along with St
Mary of the Cross McKillop). It seems appropriate to do this in the 60" year of our
church building celebrations. On this day, we will have Eucharistic Adoration from
9.30am-10.20am, before the 10.30am Mass. Confessions will be available from 9.30am-
10am. We will pray the Rosary at 10am in the church. At the end of Mass, we will pray
together the Prayer of Dedication of the Parish. Please join us for this special day in the
life of our parish.
Parish Expenses
Currently the parish pays $8,250 per year for lawn mowing and church cleaning. | think
you will agree that this is a lot of money. Whilst we are receiving good services, | think
there are more efficient ways of achieving the same ends. | know that it is a big ask for
people to commit to a lawn mowing roster or a church cleaning roster, perhaps it is
something we can look at for an occasional thing- say monthly or bi-monthly, so that we
might reduce our expenses a bit. If you think you might be able to help on an occasional
basis for either church cleaning or lawn mowing (or make a special contribution to the
expenses), please contact the parish office. Thank you!

Month of May
The month of May is dedicated to Our Lady. During this month you might like to
consider making devotion to Our Lady a special focus in your prayer. Perhaps you might
make the Rosary a priority this month, individually, or as a family.
At the end of this month, 30 May, the Year 4 children from St John Bosco’s school will
receive their First Holy Communion. Masses will be at 3pm and spm. Let us pray for the
children preparing for this special day.

Next weekend is the Mother's Day cake Stall after Saturday spm and Sunday
10.30am Masses. Please bring along a cake or plate of something, with a marked
price and leave it on the table in the foyer before Mass. The funds raised will go

towards the 60™ anniversary celebrations. Thank you!

Caritas Australia Lebanon Emergency Appeal

The situation in Lebanon remains extremely fragile, and civilians urgently need
humanitarian support. More than 2,000 people have been killed and over 1.1 million
people displaced nationwide, including more than 390,000 children. Our partners
Caritas Lebanon continue to deliver emergency food, water, shelter and health support
across the country, maintaining humanitarian convoys to hard-to-reach areas in southern
Lebanon.
Stand with the people of Lebanon today. Learn more or make a donation today at
www.caritas.org.au/lebanon

St Jobn Bosco Parish Nidorie

White is the colour of rejoicing

Contact Us

Parish Priest

Fr David Cartwright

T: 9337 9994

E: Niddrie@cam.org.au

W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie

F:St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie
Parish Office

29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042

Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm

Charles Meneze, Secretary

Pray With Us

Holy Mass Times
Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: spm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass
Holy Days and Feast Days as announced

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994
Rosary
Recited at 9gam before weekday Mass
Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass
Baptisms
1* Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.
House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick

Please contact the presbytery

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office.

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:

Presbytery Account (1** collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)
- BSB:083 -347 Acc No.: 6616 52479

Parish Account (2™ collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347 AccNo.: 6568 74974

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or
the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enables us to continue
the work of the Gospel.

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

Parish News
The Daily readings for Mass are now accessible on the parish website.
Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook:
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie and St John Bosco Young Adults
New to the Faith? Want to Know More?
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception
in the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.

St John Bosco’s 60" Anniversary of the Opening of the Church

May

10 May : Mothers Day Cake Stall in church
24 May: Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians, Adoration, Rosary and
Dedication of our Parish to Our Lady on Pentecost Sunday.

June

7 June: Corpus Christi Procession. A Way to honour Our Eucharistic

Lord in a public manner.
July

Senior parishioners ‘High Tea’ and Benediction. Afternoon tea in the

hall for our parishioners.
August

Parish Local pilgrimages. An opportunity to visit some different

places for prayer and fellowship.
September

Mini parish Mission. A time to grow in faith, to learn about our faith,
and to spiritually prepare for our celebrations.

October

Anniversary Mass and luncheon. Mass to give thanks to God for 60
years of worship in our beautiful church and fellowship together.

Baptisms

This weekend we welcome Dion, Sophia & Xavier, who are to become
members of the Church through Baptism. Let us make them welcome
and pray for them and their parents and godparents.

Funeral Notice
The funeral for Domenico Marazita will take place on Wednesday 6

May at 12.30pm in the Church.

Please return all Project Compassion to the church by Sunday 10 May
so that the funds can be remitted to Caritas as soon as possible.

The new sets of Thanksgiving envelopes are available in the foyer of

the church .

Wisdom of the Saints

Saint Angela Merici: “Strengthen, O Lord, my senses and my
affections, that they may not stray into any betrayal of trust.”

Our Liturgical Life
STORYTELLING (Liturgy of the Word)
When we gather at a friend’s home for a meal, we almost always
begin with conversation, telling our stories. At Mass, after the
gathering rites, we sit down and listen as readings from the Word
of God are proclaimed. They are the stories of God’s people.
sdcatholic.org

Our Spiritual Life
What is the reason for prayer?
So how can we achieve this kind of personal prayer life? The
Catechism of the Catholic Church has a magnificent section on
prayer that is well worth reading. A few of the principles of prayer
presented in the Catechism follow:
Prayer starts with conversion
This is because we cannot truly pray if we do not know our need
for God and if we are not prepared to open ourselves to the Lord.
‘If the heart is far from God, the words of prayer are in vain.” (CCC
2562) From www.rcsouthwark.co.uk
CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal

This weekend is the CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal (previously
held during the month of August).
CatholicCare Victoria works with those facing homelessness, those
experiencing mental health challenges, families struggling with
relationship problems, newly arrived refugees and asylum seekers, and
those experiencing grief and trauma.
This year, the Appeal aims to give hope and support to people
experiencing homelessness. Our faith calls us to welcome the stranger
and care for those most in need. Your compassion ensures individuals
and families are supported with safe housing, practical assistance, and
compassionate care as they rebuild their lives.

Your generosity helps open the door to safety, dignity and hope. Please

donate to CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal.

You can donate using the appeal envelope available in the pews, donate
online at www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515. All gifts of $2
and above are tax deductible.

“For | was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 25:35)
Ministry at our weekend Masses
We are blessed to have a good number of volunteers who assist at

our Masses with reading, collecting etc.

We would like to expand our ministries in the area of music and
altar serving. Currently we have a fledgling music ministry at both
Masses, which we are very keen to expand. If you would like to join
with singing or playing an instrument, please see one of our
musicians after Mass or speak to Fr David. You don’t need to be an
expert, just willing to learn. If you would like to assist with Altar
Serving or music on Sundays, please see Fr David or contact the
parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au

Stewardship

The first collection is for the support of
the Parish Priest, for retired and sick
priests, parishes in need and the
Archbishop.

The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc.

Last week:

1* collection: $986

2" collection: $1,597

You can also donate to our Presbytery
& Parish accounts using this QR code:

We recall in Prayer

Those who are sick
Maurice & Loretta; Sayde Hadchiti
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Recently Deceased
Megan Cossar, Domenico Marazita

Anniversaries and Remembrances

Kim Borg; Armando Catania; Jimmy
Lynch; Ken, Kathleen, Gloria &
Godrey Pinto; Hector & Felicia Ragel;
Bill & Joan Rutter; Colin & Connie
Atkinson; Ivor, Cynthia & Joyce Wood;
Manolo Vila; Ellis John Crawford

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday: Peace in the Middle East
Thursday: souls in purgator
Friday: devotion to Our Lady
Saturday: youth of the parish
Sunday: Pro popolo
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Thought for the Week
The only exercise some people get is jumping to
conclusions, sidestepping responsibility, dodging
issues, passing the buck and pressing their luck!
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if there were not, I should have told you.

I am now going to prepare a place for you,

and after I have gone and prepared you a

place,

I shall return to take you with me;

so that where I am

you may be too.

You know the way to the place where I am

going’
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where
you are going, so how can we know the
way?’ Jesus said:

‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.

No one can come to the Father except

through me.

If you know me, you know my Father too.

From this moment you know him and

have seen him.’

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and
then we shall be satisfied.” ‘Have I been with
you all this time, Philip,” said Jesus to him
‘and you still do not know me?

“To have seen me is to have seen the Father,

so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”?

Do you not believe

that I am in the Father and the Father is

in me?

The words I say to you I do not speak as

from myself:

it is the Father, living in me, who is doing

this work.

You must believe me when I say

that I am in the Father and the Father is

in me;

believe it on the evidence of this work, if

for no other reason.

‘I tell you most solemnly,

whoever believes in me

will perform the same works as I do myself,

he will perform even greater works,

because I am going to the Father.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY
| believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:by the power of the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is adored and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins,
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. O God, who by the wonderful exchange
effected in this sacrifice have made us
partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray, that, as we have come to
know your truth, we may make it ours by a
worthy way of life. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-V OF EASTER

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray...

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  cf.Jn 15:1,5
I am the true vine and you are the
branches, says the Lord.

Whoever remains in me, and I in him,
bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Graciously be present to your people,

we pray, O Lord, and lead those you have
imbued with heavenly mysteries to pass from
former ways to newness of life. Through
Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ™ and the Holy
Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go in peace.

R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

TRUST IN GOD

We all worry from time to time. Worry
is one of the great social concerns that
surround us. We worry about so much:
our families and loved ones, our health,
what is going on in the world, finances...
and the list is endless. It is into this
situation that Jesus speaks to us today.
‘Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust
in God and trust in me.” These words get
to the heart of our lives. Jesus invites us to
trust in him and his God, despite all that
surrounds us. While such an invitation
flies in the face of much that distracts
us, the Gospel invites us into a space, ‘a
place’, where we can rest with God. Jesus
assures John’s audience, and us, that he
has already prepared this place. It awaits
us—and we don’t have to wait until death
to enjoy it—we can allow ourselves to
draw close to Jesus and be with him now.
This is the sense behind Jesus’ reassurance
to Thomas who questions Jesus about
where he is going and how to be where he
is. The response is clear: ‘I am the Way,
the Truth and the Life.” These words are
clearly important for us to enjoy and relish
as our celebration of Easter continues.
Jesus offers us companionship (‘the
Way’), leads us into ultimate communion
with God (‘the Truth’) and brings us into
a sense of complete wholeness (‘the Life’).
The final part of today’s Gospel reaffirms
Jesus’ communion with his Father and
that our communion and trust in Jesus
leads us into ultimate communion with
God. Everything in this Gospel invites us
to trust Jesus’ words and let go, perhaps
just a little, of our worries.

Fr MICHAEL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

FirTH SUNDAY OF EASTER / A

[ AM THE WAY. In every age there are people who claim to know the way to a full

and happy life. Often their ideas flourish for a while and then fade. But there is one

way to the fullness of life that has stood the test of time — and that way is Jesus. If we

follow Jesus, the Way, we will come to the fullness of life and truth, and communicate

this life to others.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 97:1-2
O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has
worked wonders; in the sight of the nations
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore

you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, /
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are
seated at the right hand of the Father, /
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, /
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

P. Almighty ever-living God, constantly
accomplish the paschal Mystery within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in
Holy Baptism may, under your protective

care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of
life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever
and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 6:1-7
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

They elected seven men filled with the Spirit
and wisdom.

About this time, when the number of disciples
was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint
against the Hebrews: in the daily distribution
their own widows were being overlooked. So
the Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples
and addressed them, ‘It would not be right for
us to neglect the word of God so as to give out
food; you, brothers, must select from among
yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled
with the Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand
over this duty to them, and continue to devote
ourselves to prayer and to the service of the
word.” The whole assembly approved of this
proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism.
They presented these to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of the Lord continued to spread:
the number of disciples in Jerusalem was
greatly increased, and a large group of priests
made their submission to the faith.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19. R. v. 22
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we
place our trust in you. (or Alleluia!)

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you
just; / for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. /
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, /
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. R.
2. For the word of the Lord is faithful / and
all his works to be trusted. / The Lord loves
justice and right / and fills the earth with his
love. R.

3. The Lord looks on those who revere
him, / on those who hope in his love, / to
rescue their souls from death, / to keep them
alive in famine. R.

3 May 2026

SECOND READING

1 Pet 2:4-9
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men
but chosen by God and precious to him;
set yourselves close to him so that you too,
the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual
sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made
acceptable to God, may be living stones
making a spiritual house. As scripture says:
See how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone
that I have chosen and the man who rests
his trust on it will not be disappointed.
That means that for you who are believers,
it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone
rejected by the builders has proved to be the
keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock
to bring men down. They stumble over it
because they do not believe in the word; it
was the fate in store for them.

But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set
apart to sing the praises of God who called
you out of the darkness into his wonderful
light.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 14:6

Alleluia, alleluia! /I am the way, the
truth, and the life, says the Lord; / no
one comes to the Father, except through
me. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

I am the way, the truth, and the life.

Jesus said to his disciples:

Jn 14:1-12

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Trust in God still, and trust in me.
There are many rooms in my Father’s house;
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