
Parish News      
Social Media

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook: 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie and St John Bosco Young Adults

New to the Faith? Want to Know More? 
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception
in the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.   

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office. 

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:
 

Presbytery Account (1  collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)

st

 - BSB:083 -347          Acc No.: 6616 52479   
                                                                   

Parish Account (2  collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347  AccNo.: 6568 74974

nd

                                                                                  

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or

the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enables us to continue

the work of the Gospel. 

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

Pray With Us 

A WORD FROM
THE PASTOR . .

The first collection is for the support of
the Parish Priest, for retired and sick
priests, parishes in need and the
Archbishop.
 
The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc. 

Last week:
1  collection: $837st

2  collection: $1,577nd

You can also donate to our Presbytery
& Parish accounts using this QR code:

Mass Times
Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
 1  Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.  

st

House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the presbytery 

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

We recall in Prayer
Those who are sick
Carl Pinto
Recently Deceased
Raimondo Fazio; Roselyn Ibrahriam
Anniversaries and Remembrances
Eddie Deutscher; Joe Grech; Joseph Andrades;
Jack Rennie; Kathleen Brown; Ron Hancox,
Andrew Hancox

Contact Us

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday: for those who are house bound
Thursday: for those in aged care facilities
Friday:  for vocations
Saturday: souls in purgatory
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)

Stewardship Wisdom of the Saints
Saint Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi: “Who
doesn’t know what God is should apply to
Mary. Who doesn’t find mercy in God
should apply to Mary. Who doesn’t have
conformity of will should apply to Mary.”

Thought for the Week
"I see that during your church convention,"
said the old farmer, "they discussed how to
get people to attend church. I have never
heard a single address at a farmer's
convention on how to get the cattle to come
to the rack. We spend our time discussing
the best kind of feed."

Parish Priest
Fr David Cartwright
T: 9337 9994
E: Niddrie@cam.org.au
W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042 
Parish Office
Charles Meneze, Secretary
Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm

8 February 2026   St John Bosco Parish Niddrie
   5th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A                          Green is the colour of hope and growth

Dear friends,  
In a couple of weeks time we will begin our Lenten pilgrimage to Easter. This year Ash
Wednesday is on 18 February. There will be Mass at 9.30am (with the Year 4 students of
the school) and at 7pm, with confessions at 6.30pm.  A reminder that Ash Wednesday is
a day of fasting and abstinence from meat. 
The Lenten timetable is in the bulletin this week as well. In short, there will be an extra
Mass on Tuesday evenings with Adoration and confession, and the Stations of the Cross
on Friday evenings. Reconciliation will be available before weekday Mass in Lent 8.45-
9.15am, on Sundays from 10-10.20am or any time by request.
Project Compassion boxes
These will be available in the foyer of the church next week for your contributions. 
Easter Raffle
We will be having an Easter Raffle as we did last week, tickets will be on sale in a few
weeks. We are looking for donations for prizes, so if you would like to donate anything
for the raffle, please see Fr David or Geraldine. Your support is much appreciated.
World Day of the Sick- 11 February, Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes
Message of the Holy Father
Dear brothers and sisters, “the true remedy for humanity’s wounds is a style of life
based on fraternal love, which has its root in love of God.” [16] I genuinely hope that our
Christian lifestyle will always reflect this fraternal, “Samaritan” spirit – one that is
welcoming, courageous, committed and supportive, rooted in our union with God and
our faith in Jesus Christ. Enkindled by this divine love, we will surely be able to give of
ourselves for the good of all who suffer, especially our brothers and sisters who are sick,
elderly or afflicted.
Let us raise our prayers to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Health of the Sick, asking her to
assist all who suffer and are in need of compassion, consolation and a listening ear. Let
us seek her intercession with this ancient prayer, that has been invoked in families for
those living with illness and pain:

Sweet Mother, do not part from me.
Turn not your eyes away from me.

Walk with me at every moment
and never leave me alone.

You who always protect me
as a true Mother,

obtain for me the blessing of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.

I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing to all who are sick, to their families and to those
who care for them – healthcare workers and pastoral workers alike – and in a special
way to all participating in this World Day of the Sick.

Next Wednesday at the 9.30am Mass we will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes, and the World Day of the Sick with the Blessing of the Sick with
Lourdes Water.

Our Spiritual Life
Expressions of Prayer - Contemplative Prayer

When we rest quietly in God’s presence, we engage in
contemplation. In contemplation we spend time with God in
wordless silence, aware that he is with us. To understand how
contemplation occurs, we can compare it with thinking on—or
contemplating—a beautiful sunset. 

From www.loyolapress.com

Our Liturgical Life
Thanksgiving after Mass

Lord, Father all-powerfull and ever living God, I thank You, for
even though I am a sinner, your unprofitable servant, not
because of my worth but in the kindness of your mercy, You have
fed me with the Precious Body & Blood of Your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ. 
I pray that this Holy Communion may not bring me
condemnation and punishment but forgiveness and salvation. 
 May it be a helmet of faith and a shield of good will.  May it
purify me from evil ways and put an end to my evil passions. May
it bring me charity and patience, humility and obedience, and
growth in the power to do good. 
May it be my strong defense against all my enemies, visible and
invisible, and the perfect calming of all my evil impulses, bodily
and spiritual. 
May it unite me more closely to you, the One true God, and lead
me safely through death to everlasting happiness with You. And I
pray that You will lead me, a sinner, to the banquet where you,
with Your Son and holy Spirit, are true and perfect light, total
fulfillment, everlasting joy, gladness without end, and perfect
happiness to your saints. grant this through Christ our Lord,

 AMEN.

       

60th Anniversary of the Opening of our parish church. 
This year marks the 60th anniversary of the opening of St John
Bosco's current church. It will be an occasion for us to celebrate
and give thanks to God. If anyone has any suggestions about how
we should celebrate this as a parish, please see Fr David. 

Bequests to the Parish
You might like to consider the parish and its future in your will
for the future. Leaving a bequest to the parish is a generous way
of supporting the parish into the future. The parish has
benefited in the past from the generosity of those who have left
a legacy for the future. 

Welcome
Today we welcome Poppy, Sadie, and their families as they receive
a Welcome and Blessing in preparation for their Baptism in our
parish. You might like to accompany them in prayer by offering one
'Hail Mary' for each child and their family.

Coming Up
The SJB Parish Finance Committee will meet on Wednesday 11 February at 7.30pm in the
presbytery. We are looking for one or two new members- if you might be interested,
please see Fr David.
The Parish Mission Team (Pastoral Council) will meet on March 4 at 7pm to start some
planning for the 60  anniversary of our church. If you would like to be part of this, please
see Fr David or contact the Parish Office

th

Do you have a moment, Father ? 
I will be available in the church without appointment for
anyone wishing to see me at the following times:

Thursday 26 February 5-6pm
Saturday 28 February 10-11 am

During this time, the church will be open for quiet prayer
also. You may want to call in for a chat or ask a question,
have some items blessed, documents witnessed or
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation.     Fr David

Lenten Timetable
Tuesdays of Lent: 
Adoration and Confessions 6.30-6.50pm, Mass 7pm
Fridays of Lent: Stations of the Cross 7pm in the church
Sundays of Lent: Confessions 10-10.20am

Ash Wednesday 18 February
Masses 9.30am and 7pm (confessions 6.30pm)

Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence from meat.

http://www.loyolapress.com/


SALT AND LIGHT
Today’s Gospel continues with Matthew’s 
teaching in the ‘Sermon on the Mount’. 
After identifying the disciples’ blessedness 
in all kinds of situations with which 
the Gospel audience would be familiar, 
Matthew now highlights two images with 
which they can identify: salt and light. 
‘You are the salt of the earth’ (5:13) and 
‘You are the light of the world’ (5:14). 

In Matthew’s world salt was an important 
commodity and valuable trading 
product. It was used in cooking and for 
preserving foods (meat and fish) before 
refrigeration. Salt was shipped across the 
Mediterranean Sea and then carted into 
all of Rome’s provinces along specially 
built salt roads. Salt’s need was universal 
and, in times of scarcity, so precious 
that it became a means of bartering and 
currency substitute, hence the modern 
term ‘salary’. But there is one quality of 
salt scarcely known. In a world of outdoor 
ovens with little or no wood to fire them, 
salt was mixed with dung to produce 
the chemical reaction that created the 
necessary heat required for baking bread. 

In Jesus’ reminder to the disciples that 
they are the ‘salt of the earth’, he is 
speaking more than about them being 
agents of preservation. Their presence 
in the Greco-Roman world meant at 
times that they will find themselves in 
disagreeable situations. These times 
requires fidelity or ‘saltiness’. Their 
capacity to engage their world will also 
make them the ‘light of the world’. The 
richness of these two metaphors, salt and 
light, finds their realisation with us, Jesus’ 
contemporary disciples.  
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Fr Michael Trainor

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE! We all have our special gifts, but sometimes we fail to 
recognise this. We may feel that we have little to offer others. That is never true. As 
Jesus says: ‘You are the salt of the earth! You are the light of the world!’ Let us ask Jesus 
to help us recognise our unique gifts and share them with others.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Ps 94:6-7

O come, let us worship God and bow low 
before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have 
mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, / you take away the sins of 
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take 
away the sins of the world, / receive our 
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For 
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone 
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy 
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. / 
Amen.

COLLECT
P. Keep your family safe, O Lord, with 
unfailing care, that, relying solely on 
the hope of heavenly grace, they may 
be defended always by your protection. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Isa 58:7-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Your light will shine like the dawn.

Thus says the Lord:
  Share your bread with the hungry, 
  and shelter the homeless poor; 

  clothe the man you see to be naked
  and turn not from your own kin.
  Then your light will shine like the dawn 
  and your wound be quickly healed over. 

  Your integrity will go before you 
  and the glory of the Lord behind you.
  Cry, and the Lord will answer; 
  call, and he will say, ‘I am here.’ 

  If you do away with the yoke, 
  the clenched fist, the wicked word,
  if you give your bread to the hungry,
  and relief to the oppressed, 
  your light will rise in the darkness, 
  and your shadows become like noon.

  The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 111:4-9. R. v. 4

R. A light rises in the darkness for the 
upright. (or Alleluia!)

1.	 He is light in the darkness for the 
upright: / he is generous, merciful and just. / 
The good man takes pity and lends, / he 
conducts his affairs with honour.  R.

2.	 The just man will never waver: / he will 
be remembered for ever. / He has no fear of 
evil news; / with a firm heart he trusts in the 
Lord.  R.

3.	 With a steadfast heart he will not fear; / 
open-handed, he gives to the poor; / his 
justice stands firm for ever. / His head will be 
raised in glory.  R.

SECOND READING	 1 Cor 2:1-5

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Corinthians
I came to you to proclaim Christ crucified.

When I came to you, brothers, it was not 
with any show of oratory or philosophy, 
but simply to tell you what God had 
guaranteed. During my stay with you, the 
only knowledge I claimed to have was about 
Jesus, and only about him as the crucified 
Christ. Far from relying on any power of 
my own, I came among you in great ‘fear 
and trembling’ and in my speeches and the 
sermons that I gave, there were none of the 
arguments that belong to philosophy; only 
a demonstration of the power of the Spirit. 
And I did this so that your faith should not 
depend on human philosophy but on the 
power of God.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Jn 8:12 

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
the man who follows me
will have the light of life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mt 5:13-16

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
You are the light of the world.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt 

of the earth. But if salt becomes tasteless, 

what can make it salty again? It is good for 

nothing, and can only be thrown out to be 

trampled underfoot by men.

  ‘You are the light of the world. A city 

built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. No 

one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they 

put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for 

everyone in the house. In the same way your 

light must shine in the sight of men, so that, 

seeing your good works, they may give the 

praise to your Father in heaven.’

  The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 

Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 

born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 

was buried; / he descended into hell; / 

on the third day he rose again from 

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 

and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty; / from there he 

will come to judge the living and the 

dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 

holy catholic Church, / the communion 

of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 

the resurrection of the body, / and life 

everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 

each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 

my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 

God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 

your hands for the praise and glory of his 

name, for our good and the good of all 

his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. O Lord, our God, who once established 

these created things to sustain us in our 

frailty, grant, we pray, that they may become 

for us now the Sacrament of eternal life. 

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS 
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 106:8-9

Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, 
his wonders for the children of men, 
for he satisfies the thirsty soul, 
and the hungry he fills with good things.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. O God, who have willed that we be 
partakers in the one Bread and the one 
Chalice, grant us, we pray, so to live that, 
made one in Christ, we may joyfully bear 
fruit for the salvation of the world. Through 
Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time / A 8 February 2026


