Dear Parishioners,
Thank you to all who responded to the recent survey inviting reflection on a possible amalgamation of intention and purpose across our parish communities. We are grateful for your thoughtful input as we continue to discern our future together.
This survey formed part of the Listening and Sharing stage of the community consultation process, as outlined in the joint communication from the Pastoral Councils in August.
The response rate was approximately 26% of Holy Spirit Mass-attending parishioners, and close to 100% of St Gerard’s and St Anne’s Mass-attending parishioners. We sincerely thank you for your engagement and honesty.
Your feedback has helped shape our ongoing discernment. A review of the survey responses indicates that parishioners of St Gerard’s and St Anne’s are not, at this time, willing to accept the proposed amalgamation model.
At the same time, there was recognition — both in the survey responses and within the working group discussions — that maintaining the status quo is not sustainable. Following his recent visit to St Gerard’s and St Anne’s, Most Rev Thinh Nguyen, Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne, addressed the community and shared these words:
“I firmly believe it will be difficult for your parish to recreate your past as a vibrant and vital centre of faith unless you are willing to look beyond the status quo, no matter how challenging and uncomfortable this may be.”
We are being asked to take meaningful steps towards greater collaboration through shared structures. These include:
· Establishing a joint Pastoral Council
· Holding concurrent meetings of the Finance Committees
· Developing shared ministry groups
· Moving towards a single parish office
We remain committed to walking this journey prayerfully, respectfully and with hope, seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we discern the way forward, we will begin the process of implementing of what is being asked of us as we work more closely together.
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