Readings for 21stSunday in Ordinary Time—23rd and 24th of
August 2025.

First Reading—Isaiah 66:18-21

The Lord says this: | am coming to gather the nations of every
language. They shall come to witness my glory. | will give them a
sign and send some of their survivors to the nations: to Tarshish,
Put, Lud, Moshech, Rosh, Tubal, and Javan, to the distant islands
that have never heard of me or seen my glory. They will proclaim
my glory to the nations. As an offering to the Lord they will bring all
your brothers, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules, on
dromedaries, from all the nations to my holy mountain in
Jerusalem, says the Lord, like Israelites bringing oblations in clean
vessels to the Temple of the Lord. And of some of them | will make
priests and Levites, says the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 116
Response: Go out to allt he world and tell the Good News

Second Reading—Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13

Have you forgotten that encouraging text in which you are
addressed as sons? My son, when the Lord corrects you, do not
treat it lightly; but do not get discouraged when he reprimands you.
For the Lord trains the ones that he loves and he punishes all
those that he acknowledges as his sons. Suffering is part of your
training; God is treating you as his sons. Has there ever been any
son whose father did not train him? Of course, any punishment is
most painful at the time, and far from pleasant; but later, in those
on whom it has been used, it bears fruit in peace and goodness.
So hold up your limp arms and steady your trembling knees and

smooth out the path you tread; then the injured limb will not be
wrenched, it will grow strong again.

Gospel Acclamation :

Alleluia, alleluia! | am the way, the truth, and the life, says the
Lord; no one comes to the Father, except through me. Alleluia!

Gospel—Luke 13:22-30

Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching, making his way
to Jerusalem. Someone said to him, ‘Sir, will there be only a few
saved?’ He said to them, ‘Try your best to enter by the narrow
door, because, | tell you, many will try to enter and will not
succeed.

‘Once the master of the house has got up and locked the door, you
may find yourself knocking on the door, saying, “Lord, open to us”
but he will answer, “I do not know where you come from.” Then
you will find yourself saying, “We once ate and drank in your
company; you taught in our streets” but he will reply, “I do not
know where you come from. Away from me, all you wicked men!”

‘Then there will be weeping and grinding of teeth, when you see
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom
of God, and yourselves turned outside. And men from east and
west, from north and south, will come to take their places at the
feast in the kingdom of God.

‘Yes, there are those now last who will be first, and those now first
who will be last.’

THIS WEEK'S PARISH DIARY—MASS SCHEDULE AND ONLY PARISH RUN MINISTRIES AND EVENTS.

Mon Tue Wed Thu
25th Aug 26th Aug 27th Aug 28th Aug
Office Closed 9.15am Mass 9.15am Mass 9.15am Mass
(Fr Jerald) (Fr Libeesh) (Fr Libeesh)
7.30pm— 2.00pm ( Parish 7.00pm ( Parish 10.00am—Women'’s
Gospel Centre) Centre) Group Stonez
Reflection via Craft Group Men’s Group Restaurant
Zoom

7.30pm ( Parish 4pm ( Parish Centre)

Centre) RCIA Safeguarding Meeting
Meeting
5—8pm( Parish
Centre)
S8S Choir

Fri el Sun
29th Aug 30th Aug 31st Aug
9.15am Mass OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED
(Fr Jerald)
6.00pm ( Church) 12.30—3.30 ( Side Chapel) 9:00 am Mass
Adoration Chaldean Community (Fr Libeesh )

Children’s Liturgy

11:00 am Mass
(MGL Priest) )

Reconciliation
5:30 pm

8pm ( Church) 11am
Choir Practice

6:00 pm Vigil Mass
(Fr Libeesh ) (Livestream )

2.00pm ( Church)
Chaldean Community

3.30-5pm (Parish Centre)
Chaldean Community

5.00pm Youth Mass

NEXT WEEKEND— Duty Rosters: 30th and 31st of August - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time — First Reading: Sirach 3: 17-20,28-29, Second Reading:

Hebrews 12: 18-19,22-24 Gospel Reading: Luke 14;1,7-14

Mass Times Saturday 30th Aug 6.00pm
Commentator Jodie Marziano
Reader 1 Thabesan Family
Reader 2 Graham Edwards

Welcome Desk Bernie Fernando

Children’s Liturgy No Children’s Liturgy

Sunday 31st of Aug 9.00am

No Children’s Liturgy

Sunday 24th Aug 11.00am

Phil Mawdsley
Margaret Ng

Jacqui Giuliano
Colin Maslen

Paige Law Jan Richards

Victoria King Pia Pagotta

No Children’s Liturgy

Flowers Nilmini Altar Society Melanie Church Dan Tran, Judy 5.00pm
Fernando Jacobs and Cleaning Schmidt Thabesan
Yvonne Family
Muspratt

MASS TIMES

Tue , Wed, Thu, Fri:
Fri: 6-7pm Adoration
Sat: 6.00 pm (Livestream)
Sun: 9.00 & 11.00 am

Sun: 5.00pm Youth Mass
RECONCILIATION

Fri: From 6-7pm

Sat: From 5.30 pm - 5.50 pm

OFFICE HOURS:

Tue to Fri 9am-4pm

St Simon the Apostle

2 Taylors Lane, Rowville, 3178
Tel: 9764 4058

Email: Rowville@cam.org.au

PARISH PERSONNEL
PARISH PRIEST

Rev Fr Jerald Mariadas
jerald.mariadas@cam.org.au

9.15 am

Assistant Priest:
Rev Fr Libeesh Kuriakose
Libeesh.kuriakose@cam.org.au

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Loretta Hughes
loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au

PARISH Coordinator

Liza Jansz ( Tue and Wed)
Rowville@cam.org.au
Liza.jansz@cam.org.au

FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR
Mrs Melody Wells-Jansz
Melody.Wells-Jansz@cam.org.au

Safeguarding Officer:
Newton Marques
Rowville@cam.org.au

SACRAMENTS

BAPTISMS—3rd SUN of the month
For application form refer to our
website or call parish office on

9764 4058.

Email: Theresa.Abraham@cam.org.au

AFTER SCHOOL RELIGIOUS
PROGRAM & SACRAMENTS
Theresa Abraham (Tue)
Theresa.Abraham@cam.org.au

WEDDINGS, MARRIAGE PREP.
Contact parish office on 9764 4058

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

By private arrangement

Contact St Jude’s Parish office on
9763 7302, or

St Simon’s on 9764 4058

FUNERALS (Tue—Fri)
Contact parish office on 9764 4058

SERVICES
PARISH CENTRE FACILITIES HIRE
Please Contact Parish Office

ST. SIMON’S SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mr Tom Wursthorn - 9755 4222

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE
1800 305 330

MUSICIAN IN RESIDENCE
Andrea O’Loughlin

Available for Funerals & Weddings
Mobile: 0404 051 401

LIVESTREAMING IN RESIDENCE
Corey Payton

Available for Funerals & Weddings
Mobile: 0498 185 295

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN
NOTICES 4.00 pm on WED of this
week.

St. Simon the Apostle Parish — %
"A compassionate community celebrating and living in Christ." Sfﬁ% g
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Address: 2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178 Telephone: (03) 9764 4058 \-._.{,,f
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Email: rowville@cam.org.au =

YouTube Channel: tinyurl.com/s3éhstf Website: www.melbcatholic.org/s/rowville

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time —23rd and 24th of August 2025

Gospel Reflection — Luke 13: 22-30
My friends, today Jesus speaks of the narrow door. At first, it can sound confronting
— “Many will try to enter and will not be able.” But Jesus is not trying to frighten us.
He’s inviting us to reflect on how we are living our faith.

The narrow door isn’'t narrow because God wants to keep us out. It's narrow
because we cannot pass through carrying everything. Pride, grudges, selfishness
— they weigh us down. To walk through, we must travel light, with humility, with
forgiveness, and with love.

And here’s the Good News: that door is open to everyone. Jesus tells us people will
come from east and west, north and south, and sit at the banquet of God’s
Kingdom. All are invited.So the question is simple: what am | holding on to that
makes it harder to pass through that door? Perhaps a hurt | cannot let go of,
perhaps a habit that draws me away from God, perhaps a busyness that leaves no
space for prayer.

The Lord is asking us not just to know His name, but to live our faith with sincerity
— in our prayer, in our service, and in the way we love one another.

May we keep striving for that narrow door, trusting that Christ walks beside us,
leading us into His Father’s house. With every blessing, Fr Jerald

Parish Website
We thank you all for your
patience during this transition
period to our new website.
This is now up and running
and the web address is
www.melbcatholic/s/
rowville.

Parish Support Officer
St Simon the Apostle Parish, Rowville
Part Time | 24 Hours per week across 4
days.

Are you looking for a role where you can truly
make a difference? Do you love connecting with
people and creating welcoming, vibrant
communities? St Simon the Apostle Parish,
Rowville, is seeking an energetic and community-
minded Parish Support Officer to be a welcoming
face of our Parish.

This is a rewarding, hands-on opportunity to work
closely with our Parish Priest, team members, and
volunteers to support a spirit of service, hospitality,
and faith across our parish. You'll help us live out
the mission of the Church together, shape the way
we provide support to our community and be a
friendly, supportive presence.

If you are interested in applying for this role please
go to Parish Support Officer | Melbourne Catholic
for the application link (Parish Support Officer |
Melbourne Catholic ) or website https://
melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies/parish-
support-officer

We now have the ability to
send weekly emails out to
parishioners with our
newsletters and any updates.
If you would like to receive
our weekly emails, please
subscribe via the website.
The link is on the bottom of
the home page/ mass times
and services/ parish bulletins
( click on the blue box).

Thank you to all those who
have already subscribed. If
you need assistance with this,
please get in touch with the
Parish Office.

2025 Archbishop’s Campaign
The 2025 Archbishop’s Campaign is now underway, and we ask everyone to
consider a one time or monthly pledge to support the vital ministries of our
Archdiocese. Brochures with more information can be found around the church.
Donations can be made via the QR code, via the supplied campaign envelopes or
anonymously via cash directly into the collection plate during the campaign
weekends.




in aid of
Simon the Apostle Parish,
Rowville

“Dancing Hearts - Giving Hands”,
DINNER DANCE” i

Saturday =
227 November 2025 ONSALE

7:00pm - 12:00 Midnight NNOW

DRESS CODE:
LADIES - AFTER 5| GENTS - SMART CASUAL

O

1325 Stud Road,
\ f"RowvilIe Vic 3178

LIVE MUSIC

(BY: MYSTIQUE)

BEVERAGES
(B.Y.O.)

ENQUIRIES/TICKETS

Shanti - 0412 259 630 Cedric - 0414 503 687
Chrys - 0418 576 018 Jenny - 0438 092 909
Ben - 0434 506 158 Glaxon - 0418 176 501

ST SIMON'S PARISH RETREATESS y = 1 N ulA T T
SAT SEPT13™ 10.00AM - SUN SEPT 14™ 4.00PM
FACILITATOR : FR. Ray Sanchez CP
VENUE : HOLY CROSS RETREAT CENTRE - TEMPLESTOWE

COST INCLUDES : SATURDAY LUNCH AND DINNER, AS WELL
S SUNDAY BREAKFAST AND LUNCH. DL 7E:

SINGLE SENIOR $160 SINGLE 180
COUPLES $290 DAY COST $70
Enquiries : Parish Office OR

loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au

Adults
Are you or a I /\
friend thinking SESSTONS p
of becoming a 0o ®
Catholic? _ain LS

TUE, EVENINGS starting 2 Sept.

INFORMATION NIGHT
26, Aug @ 7:30 pm (Parish Centre)

Phillip on 0437 343 022 or just come
along on the night.
“Come and see.”

Rite of Christian Initiation of

Ring the Parish Office on 9764 4058 or

Thank You — Trivia Night
A heartfelt thank you to all who helped
make our recent Trivia Night such a
wonderful success! To those who
organized, prepared questions, donated
prizes, set up and packed away — your
hard work and enthusiasm were truly
appreciated. A special thank you to Bill
Leane and the Social Committee who
helped make this possible.

We also warmly thank all who came
along and supported the evening.
Together, we raised an amazing
$4,600 for our parish — a fantastic
result that reflects the generosity and
spirit of our community.

Thank you once again for your support!

¥

DINNER WILL BE PROVIDED. A $5-$10 DONATION IS MOST WELCOME

PLEASE CONTACT DENISE & DINELLE:
0435 742 838/ SSIYOUTH@GMAIL.COM
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GISELLE’S CLEANING
FAIRY SERVICES

Let a cleaning fairy work magic!

e Regular Complete Home Cleaning ® Aged Care / Disability Experience
e Sports club / Office Cleaning
e We Make Life Easy

For a FREE QUOTE
Contactus: 0417 966 415

https://fairygisellecleaning.com

e End of Lease Clean

e Declutter & Renovation Clean

BEST
PRICE
S

Movie’s at St Simons

Will now be held every 3rd and 4th Friday’s of every month after
morning mass.

The following movies have been scheduled for the month of August.
19th September : Fatima
26th September : Bernadette of Lourdes

Come and join us for coffee, tea and biscuits and enjoy the movie.
Bring your own popcorn!

First Holy Communion — Registrations Now Open
Registrations are now open for the Sacrament of First
Holy Communion.

This sacrament is available to children in Grade 4
and above who have already received the Sacrament
of Reconciliation.

To register your child or for more information, please
contact the Parish Office on 03 9764 4058.0We look
forward to journeying with our young parishioners as
they prepare to receive this beautiful sacrament.

Viv's RE Care —NEXT EVENT

WED, 3rd Sept from 11:30 am—2:30 pm
Theme: Normal

FREE morning tea, lunch and
entertainment.

For more info., contact Brian Crowley on 0429 090 770.

Appliance Repairs
& Installation Service
We specialize in the repair of:

Washing Machines
Dishwashers

Super Steve’s
Cleaning Team

*  Spring Clean Windows In-
side and Out

* Carpet Cleaning

Dryers

Electric Ovens * Tenant Vacate Clean
Microwaves *  Corporate/Office Cleaning
Cooktops / Range hoods * Water Blasting & Pressure

Fridges / Freezers
Test / Tag Services

Contact Ash: 0413 913 619
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Washing

For a FREE QUOTE
Contact Steve: 0423 496 516

2025 COMBINED CATHOLIC
PARISHES RAFFLE (CCPR)

This Raffle is our major fundraiser for
the year. Please help support your
parish by picking some books to sell
to your family and friends or by buying
some tickets which are available for
sale from the Raffle Volunteer in the
foyer, if you haven’t already done

so. Thank you for your anticipated
support.

Recent Death: Emma Salerno and Paul Sabatinelli

Anniversary of Death: Mario Milano, Rose and Renzie
Nugara, Prem, Karuana, David Precilla and Lincoln Perera,
Defelice Family, Attard Family Gerald and Celine Roche

Prayer for the Sick : Bill Leane, Valerie La Butte, Yana Jong,
Perry Law, Brooke Hiho, Bente Jobsz, Jenny Liston, Sam
Russo, Jay Russel, Adrien Cerdor , Nigel Quadros, Andrew
Bianchin, Aneta Crowley, Gillian Elias, Lisette & Noah
Vissenjou , Bernadette and Murray Ukena and Christine
Fernando, Julie Hanman, Paul Dusdale, Flora Palleschi, Alex
Zunica, Lisette Visenjoux, Ruevin Serrand.

Men’s Group

Our next Men’s Group
meeting will be held on
Wednesday the 27th of
August at 7pm in the Parish
Centre.

Come along for a relaxed
evening of conversation,
connection, and fellowship
with other men in our parish
community. Whether you're a
regular or it’s your first time,
you’ll be most welcome.

Women’s Group

Our next women'’s
Group meeting will
be held on Thursday
the 28th of August at
10.00am at the
Stonez Restaurants.

Come and join our
lovely group of ladies
for a relaxed get
together.




