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WAR YEARS

Other aspects of school life went on amidst the broader disruption caused
by the war. The church building maintained its dual use: “Thick burgundy
curtains were pulled across to close the sanctuary off from the rest of the
building Monday~Friday. The building was the width of the sanctuary and the
length was as it currently is. School was conducted in the church that was now
a school. Three rooms operated, with as best I recall folding doors providing
separation. My memory is that these folding doors were often as recalcitrant as
the pupils. Friday was transformation day. The Monday—Friday desks (long
enough to seat 5-6 pupils) were removed, the folding doors folded back, the
church pews installed and until Sunday evening we had a church. On Sunday
evening the process was reversed to host school on Monday.’>2 While the
fathers often did much of the work in weekly furniture moving, the students
had their own tasks: “The older children in the school on Friday afternoon
when classes were finished removed all the desks and swept the whole schoc
Then they were packed up outside in the sheltered lunch area and the pews
were brought in. The big boys in Grades 7 and 8 did this. Then the gitls and
small children set about dusting and polishing with Marveer polish and the
altar society came in on Saturday to put in flowers. The nuns supervised all the
children’s work and woe betide anyone who did not do their job properly.’>3

Similarly, students assisted with other tasks to keep the school running
smoothly: ‘Every day the playground was kept tidy by children nominated
grade by grade to be on yard duty, even the toilets were kept clean by e bigger
grades.* Outdoors provided a range of possibilities for play, oth on the
school grounds and nearby: ‘For years we had only one | yground: boys one
end, girls the other. Softball, basketball, skipping and hopscotch were popular.
The block next to the church school could have provided another lay space.’>
‘Pat Hubbard had the local dairy — the milk was bottled by him and then
delivered by horse and cart to homes in Hampton. He kept his horses in a
paddock on the right hand side of the church — the presbytery an the
basketball court are now on that site. During Mass one Sunday one of the
horses ran the length of the paddock breaking wind in rather a loud manner.
Being all good Catholics, the whole church broke into uncontrollable
laughter!>6 The Clydesdale that grazed in this paddock offered a particular
temptation for school children: “The challenge for little boys was to lure the
horse to the fence with a handful of grass while a friend would balance on the
fence, then when the patient, gentle giant came within reach to plonk on its
back.>7

The school rooms were divided by class according to the number of pupils
at each level. Barbara Waterman recalled that in about 1940, for example: “The
sanctuary was curtained off at the altar rails in the first class room which
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Those were the days when
a Catholic mightn't get a
job...So you had your
different organisations
plugging for those of their
own people. And Father
Daly had to deal with the
Council many times — and
he got knocked back on
stupid things...It was a
shame, there was no
ecumenism like there is
now.

(Bob Maguire, parishioner
since 1937)





























































































































































