Saints and Masses this Week Tuesday 11 August ~ St Clare, Wednesday 12
August — Votive St Joseph, Thursday 13 August — Ord time wk18, Friday 14 August — St
Maximilian Kolbe, Saturday 15 August — ASSUMPTION BVM -HOLY DAY OF
OBLIGATION, Sunday 16 August — Sunday Ord time 20A.

2026 Collection/Observance Details

Archbishop’s Campaign \ Development/Philanthropy

Social Justice ‘ OBSERVANCE
- Sunday 1

Archbishop’s CampaignArchbishop Peter A Comensoli has launched the 2026
Archbishop’s Campaign, calling on Melbourne’s Catholic faithful to be stewards of the
Church’s mission by supporting seminarians, retired priests and vital ministries across
the Archdiocese. This year, the campaign aims to raise $2 million to strengthen key
ministries including the CatholicCare Chaplaincy Program, the John Pierce Centre for
the Deaf and Melbourne Overseas Mission.

Remember to Rest in Christ Life today seems to reward people who carry more.
More commitments. More expectations. More pressure. More noise. We wear busyness
like a badge of honour and exhaustion has almost become normal. Families rush from
one activity to the next. Parents worry about providing everything. Young people feel
the pressure to succeed. Many people quietly carry grief, loneliness or anxiety that no
one else sees. Jesus speaks words that are as radical today as they were two thousand
years ago. "Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened. and [ will give you rest."
Shape the Future: Be Counted as Catholic this Census Australia’s national
Census will be held on 11 August 2026. Catholics are encouraged to mark “Catholic”
in the question on religion. In a time when some would seek to diminish the importance
of faith, it is vital that the Catholic community be represented in our national statistics.
Census data supports Church pastoral planning and contributes to government
decision-making on health, education, infrastructure, and social services - guiding
resource and funding allocations across Australia. By identifying as Catholic, you can
help ensure that the contribution and needs of faith communities are properly
recognised and considered in future planning and policy decisions.

Anti-Christian Agendas These agendas are methodical and strategic, and they
plan in decades. We know because they published it in 2022. The Victorian Government
released Pride in our future: LGBTIQ++ strategy 2022-32 announced by the Premier
as a ten-year plan, reaching from birth certificates to hiring rights of religious schools.
In 2017 Victoria legalised assisted suicide: within five years every other state had
followed. In 2021 it passed the nation's first conversion practices law, with up to ten
years' jail to prayer and pastoral conversation, even where a person asks for it, and

Tasmania is next. In 2008 Victoria was the first state to legalise abortion through to
birth. Prayer can change all of this; we must never be discouraged.

'9-23 August
30 August

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH, SEYMOUR

ST JOSEPH'S, TALLAROOK
PO BOX 100, VIC 3661
PHONE: 9412 8406 MOBILE: 0455 123 509

EMAIL: seymour@cam.org.au

Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/sevmour

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Eugene Ashkar

Parish Secretary: Lorraine Nagle (Thurs)
|

l _MASS TIMES

1 ROSTERS THIS WEEK
TUES - SAT 9am at St Mary’s EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
SAT VIGIL 6pm at St Mary’s SATURDAY | SUNDAY
SUNDAY 8:30am Tallarook . |
M i FI
10am at St Mary's Winne | M Flynn
B - COMMENTATORS/LECTORS
| MASSPREPARATION SATURDAY SUNDAY
SATURDAY ' SUNDAY A Allison
‘ M Winnell S Anderson
™M Winnell R Smart - _ B
‘ ~ COLLECTION SUPERVISORS
COUNTERS SATURDAY [ “sunpar
C. Spykers V Hall
A & V Hall M Muscovich

Thanksgiving Env $601.50

RECENTLY DECEASED We pray for the repose of the souls of Eileen Williamson, Thelma
Waulff, and all those who have died recently.

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH 9/8 - 15/8: William Dominguez, John Tebble, Lynette Flynn, John

Wemyss, Trixie Toms, Sr Stella Fedelis Williams, Peter O’Brien, Carmel Coughlin, Matthew
Loorham, Mary McCormack

ILLNESSES: We pray for: Ellen Ashkar, Josie Gruneklee, Sonia Willett, John McMahon, Peter
Matthews, Colin Cooper, Pete Dillon, and all who are suffering from the Corona Virus and all
those unwell at the present time, who receive support from our prayers.

15/16 AUG 2026

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS Sat: M Winnell Sun: ) Devanney
LECTORS .......... Sat: C Smith Sun: R Basco H Basco
MASS PREPARATION ...... Sat: C Smith Sun: S Anderson

COUNTERS: CSmith S Doyle
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of

your poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those
who seek you.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 84)
ANTIPHON: Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.
RESPONSE: Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.

LECTOR: | will hear what the Lord God has to say, a voice that speaks of peace. His help is
near for those who fear him and his glory will dwell in our land. R.

LECTOR: Mercy and faithfulness have met; justice and peace have embraced. Faithfulness
shall spring from the earth and justice look down from heaven. R

LECTOR: The Lord will make us prosper and our earth shall yield its fruit. Justice shall march
before him and peace shall follow his steps. R

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluial | hope in the Lord, | trust in his word.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of
finest wheat.

Or
The bread that | will give, says the Lord, is my flesh for the life of the world.
TODAY'S READINGS 1 Kings 19:9, 11-13; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:22-33

HEXT WEEK (20th Sunday of Year A) Isaiah 56:1,6-7; Psalm 66; Romans 11:13-15, 29-32;
Matthew 15:21-28

#" ACPA Conference
The annual Australasian
Catholic Press Association
(ACPA) conference and
Awards Dinner will be held in
Christchurch, New Zealand
from August 26 to 27. Those
who work for Catholic
organisations in the media/
communications/Events field
are welcome. Membership
and conference enquiries at:
.acpa.asn.au/
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Trust in Jesus'
embrace

in June 2018, twelve boys and their coach
found themselves trapped in a cave in northern
Thailand. The flood waters were rising, and the
water-filled tunnels of the cave were narrow and
pitch dark.

Adding to the complexity of their rescue,
the children and their coach could not swim.
Australian anaesthetist and cave diver Richard
Harris and his colleague Craig Challen were
willing to take a leap of faith. They would
anaesthetise them all to prevent panicking or
drowning. This innovative strategy was crucial in
the eventual success of the international rescue
operation.

Likewise, the disciples’ panic at the rising storm
buffeting their boat must have been compounded
by Jesus's sudden appearance as he walked
across the water. Jesus's loving reassurance that
he was not a ghost - “Itis |, do not be afraid” -
would have quelled their fearsPeter's response
may resonate with many of us: "Lord, if it is you,
tell me to come to you on the water.” We trust in
the Lord; yet need reassurance. Jesus's response
fills Peter with peace and courage. He says simply
to Peter, "Come.

Peter gets out of the boat and, quite
miraculously, finds himself walking on the water
towards Jesus. But, looking at the wind and
the waves around him though, starts to sink.

He cries out to the Lord and immediately Jesus
reaches out and rescues him. In that moment,
Peter's relief at Jesus' timely rescue must surely
have been accompanied by the overwhelming
realisation that Jesus' loving, tender presence
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would never have let him drown. Peter realises
that he is deeply and tenderly loved, in spite of ail
his inadequacies.

Some years after the cave rescue, Richard
Harris said in an interview that while growing
up, he had a sense of struggling to find where
he felt he belonged. Leaning into his sense of
vulnerability, he discovered the camaraderie
of companions who shared his passion for the
outdoors. Their adventures in cave-diving helped
them discover a newfound courage as they went
beyond the limits imposed by their anxieties.

As Bishop Robert Prevost in Peru, Pope Leo
exemplified a deep spirit of accompaniment
with those in need. When covid-19 hit Peru,
oxygen shortages and economic collapse led
to widespread deaths. He organised for oxygen
supplies to be distributed. Despite the exhausting
logistics of this operation, he persisted in working
in solidarity with everyone involved. Sometime
after the covid pandemic, during the floods in the
region, he was present with those struggling as
he stood knee-deep in flood waters, assisting in
relief operations.

Even at our most vulnerable moments, Jesus
invites us to be courageous and audacious in
trusting his steadfastness and his unfailing
embrace of our frailties. Let us lean into the
accompaniment of those who walk with us. Jesus
looks steadfastly at us across the wind and water,
and says, "Come”.

Sophie Clements
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