Saints and Masses this Week Tuesday 13 October - Ord
Time 28A, Wednesday 14 October — Ord Time 28A, Thursday 15
October — St Teresa of Jesus, Friday 16 October — Ord Time 28A,
Saturday 17 October — St Ignatius of Antioch, Sunday 18 October —
Sunday Ord time 29A.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH, SEYMOUR
ST JOSEPH'S, TALLAROOK
PO BOX 100, VIC 3661
PHONE: 9412 8406 MOBILE: 0455 123 509

2026 Collection/Observance Details . EMAIL: sevmour@cam.?rg.au

> November All Souls Day OBSERVANCE Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/seymour
22 November Christ the King OBSERVANCE Parish Priest: Rev Fr Eugene Ashkar
22 November World Youth Day Annual/Local Parish Secretary: Lorraine Nagle (Thurs)
October — Month of the Rosary  Traditionally October is the month of the MASS TIMES ROSTERS THIS WEEK
Rosary. May | suggest that if you haven't started saying the Rosary, this would TUES - SAT 9am at St Mary’s EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
be a great time to start. Through keeping company with Mary as we pray over SAT VIGIL 6pm at St Mary’s SATURDAY SUNDAY
the life and blessings from Jesus we can grow rapidly in holiness. SUNDAY 8:30am Tallarook M Winnell D
2027 Columban Calendar Pre-ordering Thank you to all who pre-ordered 10am at St Mary’s inne evanny
their Columban Calendars. Your calendars are now available in our pious goods COMMENTATORS/LECTORS
store. Once again thank you and there may be more available if you failed to MASS PREPARATION SATURDAY SUNDAY

i o SATURDAY SUNDAY R Basco
pre-order. Still on order Divine Mercy Calendars. C Smith
Pious Goods Stall We have lots of pious goods and instruments of devotion C smith E Devanny mi H Basco
to help you or someone you love to grow in holiness. Great opportunity to give COLLECTION SUPERVISORS
a gift of faith and encouragement. COUNTERS SATURDAY SUNDAY
First Communions October 11 Please remember today and throughout C. Sovk V Hall
this year our First Communion children and their families that they may grow in . - - OPYKErs @
their devotion in the practice of their faith. D Ring G Quillinan
Safeguarding The Archdiocese of Melbourne holds that children, young people

and vulnerable adults are a gift from God and have an intrinsic right to dignity, Thanksgiving Env $522

respect and security from all forms of harm. We are all being asked to be RECENTLY DECEASED We pray for the repose of the souls of all those who have died recently.
attentive and protective of those around us.

Our voices are a God-given gift A means not only of expressing ourselves but of honouring ~ ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH 11/10-17/10: Lawrence Stanbrook, Kaye Whitehill, Bill

our Creator. Each of us can give g|ory to God in the words we Speak or Sing, pray or proc|aim’ Schneider, Vincent Hughes, Neville Gunn, Annie Thompson, Maria Garlic, Elena Kavalivnas.
and by seeking to give a voice to those who might struggle to be heard.

Pledge to Pray The Vocations Office invites you to 'pledge a prayer' for
vocations at www.pledgetopray.com.au Please pray for vocations in Australia.
Melbourne Catholic Digest News, stories, and events from the Archdiocese

ILLNESSES: We pray for: Margaret Jennings, Sonia Willett, John McMahon, Pete Dillon, and
all who are suffering from the Corona Virus and all those unwell at the present time, who
receive support from our prayers.

of Melbourne is a free newspaper available in the foyer. 17/18th Oct 2026
Mass Intentions Each week the list on the notice board is updated. Feel EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS Sat: M Winnell  Sun: E Devanny
free to request your mass intention with Father. Naturally, recently deceased ~ LECTORS......... Sat: CSpykers  Sun: MFlynn & C Crowe

cannot be prebooked so all effort will be made to say it on the day of request. ~ MASS PREPARATION ...... sat: CSpykers  Sun:R Smart

As November and remembrance of the dead approaches, if no masses are

. . . COUNTERS: C Mansbridge & C Spykers
booked, I will be starting those masses this month. 8 oY


mailto:seymour@cam.org.au
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could
stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 22)

ANTIPHON: | shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

RESPONSE: I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

LECTOR: The Lord is my shepherd there is nothing | shall want. Fresh and green are the
pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping
spirit. R.

LECTOR: He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If | should walk in the
valley of darkness no evil would | fear. You are there with your crook and your staff; with these
you give me comfort. R.

LECTOR: You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. My head you have
anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. R.

LECTOR: Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. In the Lord ‘s
own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten
the eyes of our heart that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek
the Lord lack no blessing.

Or

When the Lord appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
TODAY'S READINGS lIsaiah 25:6-10; Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20; Matthew 22:1-14

NEXT WEEK (29th Sunday of Year A) Isaiah 45:1, 4-6; Ps 95; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5; Matthew
22:15-21.
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A feast not
going to plan

The image of the abundant, fulfilling feast is
used throughout the scriptures to explain God's
promise of eternal life. On the mountain of the
Lord, as the prophet Isaiah says in today’s first
reading, God will “provide for all peoples a feast of
juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines.”

This metaphor of the abundant feast is used to
describe the promise of God that he will “destroy
the veil” between himself and humanity, “wipe
away the tears from every face” and “destroy
death forever”.

In this week’s gospel, Jesus uses this imagery
of Isaiah and ties the prophet's promises into
his own mission. Jesus' parable reveals how
the great reunion between God and humanity,
where God will provide for his people and defeat
death forever as foretold by the prophets, is
exactly what is being through Jesus' death and
resurrection at Calvary. Hearing about Christ's
coming, death and resurrection is like receiving an
invitation to a great wedding banquet, where the
banquet represents eternal life with God.

And as Isaiah says, this provision is for “all
peoples.” However, as Jesus goes on to say,
“many are invited" to this heavenly banquet “but
few are chosen.”

There are people who reject the invitation to the
eternal life that God has planned for us. As Jesus’
parable explains, people often dismiss God's
messengers without hearing what they have to
say. Some have other business they consider
more important. Others react aggressively to the
message. Some receive the message and come
to the party, see everything that God has provided,
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but reject the way that has been prepared.

This invitation to eternal life that is being
offered is more than just being assured of
going to a nice place after we die. It is not
about our souls receiving psychological
enlightenment or a prize for good behaviour.

Eternal life, as Jesus says elsewhere in the
gospels, is to know God, to know his goodness
in the depths of our being, and to know Jesus
Christ, and his message of salvation. In the life
to come, we will be restored to communion
with God and participation in his very nature.
Eternal life, therefore, involves stepping into
anew way of living. Not just accepting the
invitation but living in the new life of love and
holiness that we were created for.

What God wants more than anything else
is that his children freely choose the life that
he has on offer. And so, while we walk on this
earth, the invitations are constantly issued
to those of us willing to hear. Unlike the man
who rejects to wear the wedding garment in
this parable, which symbolises living the love
and justice that God has created us for, we
can respond differently to the king's gentle
question: “My friend, how is it that you came in
here without a wedding garment?”

The gospel reminds us to keep accepting
Jesus' invitations. The eternal life he is calling
us to be part of is the one we have been
created for.

Joseph Doyle
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