
Saints and Masses this Week  Tuesday 25 August – Ord time wk21, 
Wednesday 26 August – Votive St Joseph, Thursday 27 August – St Monica, Friday 28 
August – St Augustine, Saturday 29 August – The Passion of St John the Baptist, Sunday 
30 August – Sunday Ord time 22A. 

2026 Collection/Observance Details 
9 - 23 August Archbishop’s Campaign   Development/Philanthropy 

30 August Social Justice 
Sunday 

OBSERVANCE 

13 September Safeguarding 
Sunday 

OBSERVANCE 

20 September Social Services Sun OBSERVANCE 
27 September Migrants, Refugees OBSERVANCE 
 Volunteers Please  As time ticks by our pool of volunteers diminishes due 

to ageing, ill health and fatigue. We are so grateful for all they have done and I believe 

many of us have taken all their hard work and commitment a little for granted. The load 

has only increased as vacancies appear and no one else steps forward. We need 

volunteers: vacuuming, after mass clean-up of pews, collectors, choir members, readers, 

bingo volunteers, even maintenance help.  

Pledge to Pray  The Vocations Office invites you to 'pledge a prayer' for vocations at 
www.pledgetopray.com.au this is a site dedicated to encouraging prayer for vocations 
in Australia. Prayer cards can be found next to the Sunday bulletin stand. 
Sick List update Week 2  There have been names on the sick list and we have 
received no updates or instructions for them to remain on the list. Meanwhile, some 
support, update us as to who remove or need to return to the list; to these people I 
am truly grateful. Therefore, some of the names will require a reconfirmation of the 
request for those names to remain. 
Wednesday September 16 2026 This will be the twentieth anniversary of my 
ordination and I will be celebrating my anniversary mass on that Wednesday. I have 
been asked many questions especially if I intend to give a long homily on the day; no! 

Simply put, it is a day of joy, not of torture, ☺. Please remember to pray for me.  

Mass Intentions Each week the list on the notice board is updated. Feel 
free to request your mass intention with Father. Naturally, recently deceased 
cannot be prebooked so all effort will be made to say it on the day of request. 
If you're planning a Melbourne getaway Look no further, self-contained one-
bedroom apartment at Mary MacKillop Spirituality Centre, 362 Albert Street, East 
Melbourne. Perfect for two, the apartment features an open plan living area with 
kitchenette, lounge with TV, air conditioning; all you need for a comfortable city stay. 
Free on-site parking included, explore everything Melbourne has to offer, the galleries, 
restaurants and gardens, a unique base to come back to each evening. 

immaculate conception PARISH, SEYMOUR 
ST JOSEPH’S, TALLAROOK 

PO BOX 100, VIC 3661 

PHONE: 9412 8406 MOBILE: 0455 123 509 

EMAIL: seymour@cam.org.au 

Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/seymour 

                                    Parish Priest: Rev Fr Eugene Ashkar 

                                            Parish Secretary: Lorraine Nagle (Thurs) 
MASS TIMES ROSTERS THIS WEEK 

TUES – SAT 9am at St Mary’s EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

SAT VIGIL 6pm at St Mary’s SATURDAY SUNDAY 

SUNDAY 8:30am Tallarook 
10am at St Mary’s 

M Winnell E Devanny 

 COMMENTATORS/LECTORS 

MASS PREPARATION SATURDAY SUNDAY 

SATURDAY 

 
C Spykers 

SUNDAY 

 
C Crowe 

 
C Spykers 

 M Flynn 
 C Crowe 

  COLLECTION SUPERVISORS 

COUNTERS SATURDAY SUNDAY 

 
D Ring 

 
G Quillinan 

C. Spykers 
 

V Hall 
 
 

Thanksgiving Env $565 

RECENTLY DECEASED   We pray for the repose of the souls of all those who have died 

recently. 

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH  23/8 - 29/8: Kevin Lewis, Honora Flynn, John O’Reilly, Martin 

Smits, Patricia Devanny.  

ILLNESSES:  We pray for: John Donohue, Ellen Ashkar, Josie Gruneklee, Sonia Willett, John 

McMahon, Peter Matthews, Colin Cooper, Pete Dillon, and all who are suffering from the 

Corona Virus and all those unwell at the present time, who receive support from our prayers. 

29/30 AUG 2026            
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     Sat:  M Winnell        Sun: M Flynn 
LECTORS ……….     Sat:  D Mercovich    Sun: S Royals    S Liddell 
MASS PREPARATION ……                   Sat:  J Bottaro           Sun: M Flynn 
 
COUNTERS:  C Mansbridge    C Spykers 

mailto:seymour@cam.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the servant who 
trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 137)
ANTIPHON: Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.
RESPONSE: Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.

LECTOR:  I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, you have heard the words of my mouth. Before 
the angels I will bless you. I will adore before your holy temple. R.
LECTOR: I thank you for your faithfulness and love which excel all we ever knew of you. On the 
day I called, you answered; you increased the strength of my soul. R.
LECTOR: The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly and the haughty he knows from afar. Your 
love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not the work of your hands.  R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my 
Church; the gates of hell will not hold out against it. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord; 
you bring forth bread from the earth and wine to cheer the heart.

Or

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, says the Lord, and I will raise him 
up on the last day.

TODAY’S READINGS Isaiah 22:19-23; Romans 11:33-36; Matthew 16:13-20

NEXT WEEK (22nd Sunday of Year A) Jeremiah 20:7-9; Psalm 62; Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 
16:21-27

www.majellan.mediaWe Respond

      Sacramental Books
Whether preparing for Baptism, 
Confession, Communion, 
Confirmation, or a Catholic 
Wedding, Majellan Media has the 
books at a great price that provide
a comprehensive foundation,
setting the stage for a deeper
understanding of these 
sacraments. Details at: majellan.
media/?s=sacramental+books

Brighten up  
your day with  
The Majellan

To rule is to 
serve

      23 August 2026   21st Sunday Year A 

   Throughout history the question of who shall rule 
tribe, people or nation has been highly contested. 
It remains an issue today even in so-called 
democratic countries where people vote for their 
leaders and representatives. 
   Winning elections – whether or not they are 
judged to be free and fair – is one thing; holding 
onto power in the face of opposition and possible 
violence another. Often we see military coups 
enforcing the abdication of elected leaders; we also 
hear of rigged elections in various countries.
   Commentators point to a worrying trend in today’s 
global politics that favours authoritarian regimes 
that deny freedom and human rights. If we are 
tempted to look back in nostalgia to past regimes, 
a word of caution is in order. Even the great Davidic 
kingdom of Israel, which reached its heights under 
King Solomon, fell into a constant change of rulers. 
   In this week’s first reading, Isaiah speaks on 
behalf of the Lord to dismiss Shebna from high 
office to replace him with Eliakim. Isaiah has high 
hopes for Eliakim’s rule – “he will be like a father to 
his people”. Yet, Eliakim soon lost popularity and 
was replaced in turn by his two brothers, Jehoiakim 
and Jehoahaz. 
   Then we come to the gospel where Jesus 
questions the disciples about his identity. The 
disciples cite rumours that Jesus is a reincarnated 
prophet namely John the Baptist, Elijah or 
Jeremiah. It is Simon Peter who recognises His true 
identity: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God”. 

   Jesus responds by appointing Peter ‘the rock’ 
on which the church is to be built. As Eliakim 
was given keys of the house of David, so Peter is 
given keys to the kingdom of heaven!
   By the time the gospels are being written – 
some thirty to seventy years after Jesus’ death 
and resurrection – it is clear to Christians that 
Jesus had officially commissioned Peter to be 
the leader of the church, and Peter effectively 
took on this role for some thirty years prior to 
being martyred in Rome in 64 CE under Nero. 
   Some people like playing around with Jesus’ 
use of the word ‘rock’ to nominate Peter’s role in 
the infant church. Does it mean Jesus thought 
Peter was a bit thick in line with Marullus in 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: “You blocks, you 
stones, you worse than senseless things”? 
Clearly this is not Jesus’ reasoning, as he will 
have been quite aware the Psalms praise God 
as my ‘rock’, ‘fortress’, ‘shield’ and ‘my place of 
safety’ (Ps. 18:2).
   Despite Peter’s weaknesses – denial of Christ 
three times and running away from Jesus’ 
crucifixion – God gave him the grace to be 
dependable, committed and a support for others 
with their different gifts. Peter’s rule was not one 
of craving or hanging onto power, but the rule of 
one who eventually learnt from his master that to 
rule is to serve. 		
			   Gerard Hall SM
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