Saints and Masses this Week Tuesday 24 Feb — Lent wk1, Wednesday
25 Feb — Lent wk1, Thursday 26 Feb — Lent wki1, Friday 27 Feb — Lent wkl1,
Saturday 28 Feb — Lent wk1, Sunday 1 March — Second Sunday of Lent

LENTEN NOTICES

Stations of the Cross

Every Friday 6:00pm

Project Compassion Collection Boxes

18 February to 5 April

Good Friday and Holy Land Collection

3 April

Easter Sunday

5 April

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH, SEYMOUR
ST JOSEPH’S, TALLAROOK
PO BOX 100, VIC 3661
PHONE: 9412 8406 MOBILE: 0455 123 509
EMAIL: seymour@cam.org.au
Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/seymour
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Eugene Ashkar
Parish Secretary: Lorraine Nagle (Thurs)

World Day of Prayer 2026 Focus on Nigeria. The service will be
held this year on Friday 6 March in the Baptist Church at 82 Avenal
Road, Seymour, starting at 2:00pm. Following the service, you are
invited to stay for some afternoon tea. Your parish contact is Carol

Smith.

Safeguarding The Archdiocese of Melbourne holds that children, young people
and vulnerable adults are a gift from God and have an intrinsic right to dignity,
respect and security from all forms of harm. We are all being asked to be
attentive and protective of those around us.

Only 1 week left The project (Women's Insights into Safeguarding Efforts
[WISE]) is all about exploring the views of women in the Church. We would like
to hear from women about their views on current safeguarding practices for
children and vulnerable adults within the Church, and how these practices can
be improved. survey: https://bit.ly/4kGSKWZ Time to complete: 15 minutes
ends: 27 February.

Join Palms International Volunteering Want to visit a community first?
Join our 13-day Encounter Tour to Timor Leste! Book by 28 February for the
May tour! See palms.org.au/encounters

St Vincent de Paul Thank you Some $30,000 of assistance is provided to
Seymour and districts residents at the Assistance Centre in Anzac Avenue by a
team of 13 dedicated Vincentians. We are greatly encouraged by the Parish
generosity and wish to publicly acknowledge that generosity. We also invite
parishioners to seriously consider joining our ranks to spread the load in
assisting the poor and lonely in our community. Thank you and God bless. Paul
Fleming

Funeral for Edyth Holman The funeral Mass for Edyth Holman
will be held at St Mary’s on Tuesday 24 February at 2:00pm.

MASS TIMES ROSTERS THIS WEEK
TUES - SAT 9am at St Mary’s EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
SAT VIGIL 6pm at St Mary’s SATURDAY SUNDAY
SUNDAY 8:30am Tallarook .
10am at St Mary’s M Winnell M Flynn
COMMENTATORS/LECTORS
MASS PREPARATION SATURDAY SUNDAY
SATURDAY SUNDAY S Hamilton
C Smith O Hamilton
C Smith E Devanney
COLLECTION SUPERVISORS
COUNTERS SATURDAY SUNDAY
C. Spykers C. Spykers
A & V Hall M Muscovich W. Spykers

Thanksgiving Env - $459

RECENTLY DECEASED We pray for the repose of the souls of Edyth Holman, Hanorah Bourke,
Frances Fullard and of all those who have died recently.

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH 22/2-28/2 : Jock Flynn, Harry DeBrough, Monica Keating, Anthony
Crowe, Maurie Hansen.

ILLNESSES: We pray for: Sonia Willett, Rimon & Ellen Ashkar, John McMahon, Peter
Matthews, Peter Gough, Colin Cooper, Milly Brock, Jeremey Stokes, Pete Dillon, and all who
are suffering from the Corona Virus and all those unwell at the present time, who receive
support from our prayers.

28 FEB/1 MAR 2026
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
LECTORS ..........

MASS PREPARATION ......
COUNTERS: C Smith S Doyle

Sat: M Winnell
Sat: C Spykers
Sat: C Spykers

Sun: E Devanney
Sun: M Flynn C Crowe
Sun: R Smart


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4kGSKWZ&data=05%7C02%7Cseymour%40cam.org.au%7C196a6d3474934af0142e08de6aa17029%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639065438851500960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oBfb06OkPVcnL8hSw%2Be0m0rJP598jnQEWvG6h2R12u4%3D&reserved=0
https://palms.org.au/encounters/
mailto:seymour@cam.org.au
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) When he calls on me, | will answer him; | will deliver him
and give him glory, | will grant him length of days.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 50)
ANTIPHON: Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
RESPONSE: Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

LECTOR: Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your compassion blot out my offence.
0 wash me more and more from my guilt and cleanse me from my sin. R.

LECTOR: My offences truly | know them; my sin is always before me. Against you, you alone,
have | sinned; what is evil in your sight | have done. R.

LECTOR: A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me
away from your presence, nor deprive me of your holy spirit. R.

LECTOR: Give me again the joy of your help; with a spirit of fervour sustain me. O Lord, open
my lips and my mouth shall declare your praise. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! No one lives
on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. Praise to you, Lord
Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes forth from the mouth of God.

Or

The Lord will conceal you with his pinions, and under his wings you will trust.
TODAY'S READINGS Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11

NEXT WEEK (2nd Sunday of Lent, Year A) Genesis 12:1-4; Psalm 32; 2 Timothy 1:8-10;
Matthew 17:1-9

Gather family and friends, pack a picnic lunch, rugs and
chairs and come to Galong, NSW and enjoy a day of faith

March 5

St Gerard is invoked as a patron of mothers, especially
in times of pregnancy. An outdoor Mass will be held in
the grounds of the Monastery at 10.30 am led by Fr John

will follow Mass. Further details St Clement’s Retreat &
Conference Centre on 02 6380 5222.

and fun to celebrate the tercentenary of the birth (300) of
the Redemptorist Brother, and ‘Champion of the Family’, St
Gerard Majella. Distinguished by simplicity and deep prayer,

Hodgson, CSsR - the Provincial Superior of the Redemptorist
Congregation of Oceania. A picnic lunch and other activities

majellan

A nourishing
desert

Vast, bare and silent, the desert is a place
of spare and rugged beauty. It is also very
confronting: an arid, barren environment with
extreme temperatures, searing heat by day and
freezing cold by night.

The desert may serve as a metaphor for our
experiences of desolation, when we are stripped
bare of our confidence and must face our most
vulnerable selves. Even though Jesus was the
Son of God, there were no doubt moments when
he was led into the desert when he experienced
desolation, when he thought that God was
absent or silent.

When faced with grief, loss, or hardship, we
may find it difficult to persist in faith. Even
waiting for God may seem like an added - even
an unbearable - burden. But, as Simone Weil, in
Waiting for God, reminds us: "we cannot take a
step toward the heavens;" instead, we find that,
in God's immense love for our frail humanity,
“God crosses the universe and comes to us.” God
comes to us!

The three temptations faced by Jesus present
examples of situations where we in our own lives
may be tempted to rely on ourselves to overcome
some very basic human challenges: the need
to fill our hunger, the desire to be powerful or
influential, and the need to feel safe and secure.

In his responses, Jesus teaches us not to
succumb to the temptation to compensate for
our human weaknesses by focusing on satisfying
our desires. Instead, he invites us to lean ever

22 February 2026 1st Sunday Lent Year A
more closely on God and to let God begin to work
within us with great love and tenderness and
fashion us every more closely in God's image.

Jesus shows us that, even at our lowest ebb,
God fills every hunger and quenches every thirst.
He reminds us that any influence we may wield
comes not from being powerful but by walking
with others in humility, solidarity and love. He
reminds us to remain steadfast; for we can rest
secure in the trust that God embraces our every
vulnerability.

Through God's transforming presence, we can
begin to experience the desert not as a place
of despair or desolation, but as a place of deep
encounter with God and transformation. Stripped
bare of everything superfluous to our needs, and
utterly dependent on God, we become open to a
profound conversion of heart and real growth.

When Anthony, one of the early Desert Fathers,
emerged twenty years after his time in the
desert, his brothers were surprised to see that
he was not haggard, but instead looked well and
was radiant with inner peace.

Amidst the suffering of any desert into which
we are led, let us pray for the grace to respond as
Jesus did - to open ourselves utterly to God. Let
us awaken to the divine within and around us and
respond to him, to the beauty of his creation, and
to each other in an entirely new, grace-filled and
life-giving way.

Sophie Clements
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