
Sacred Heart Catholic Parish 
Yarra Junction  

 

First Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

30 November 2025 

readings 
 

Next Week  
Second Sunday of Advent 

Is 11:1-10 
Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 

Rom 15:4-9 
Mt 3:1-12 

 
 

in a nutshell 
 
Walk in God’s Light. We do not know 
when Christ will come again in glory. 
Nor do we know the day of our 
death. This should not worry us. 
What is important is  to live this day 
well by being respectful and loving 
towards each other and seeking to 
walk in God’s light. If we do this, we 
will be ready whenever God calls us 
to eternal life.  
 
 

we pray for 

 
all who  are  sick  or  suffering and 
those parishioners unable to be 
among us this weekend, especially 
Pauline Bennett, Fr Pat Purcell, 
Margaret Marshall, Margaret 
Broderick, Fida Rees,  
And For those who have died 
recently and those whose 
anniversary occur at this time. 

 
 
 

of special note  
 

Stewardship envelopes are now 
available in the foyer. 

The Parish of Sacred Heart 
 

Parish Priest 
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU 

 

Parish Secretary 
Janine Meades 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Thursday 

9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 
St Thomas a Becket, Yarra Junction  

 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday—8:30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Wednesday—9:00am  
First Friday –11:30am   

 
 

Reconciliation 
Thursday 6:10pm- 6:40pm 

Mount Evelyn: Saturday 
11:30am-12:30pm 

 
 

Exposition 
Thursday at 6:00pm 

 

Weddings 
Please contact the office 

 

Baptisms 
Please see Father after Mass 

 

 
 

Parish Primary School 
St Josephs 

Principal: Nick Boyhan 
 

Website: 
www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au 

Raise Your Voices 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
 
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have 
trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my 
enemies exult over me; and let none who hope 
in you be put to shame. 

 
Psalm Response 

 
(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 
I rejoiced when I heard them say:  
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem.  
 
It is there that the tribes go up,  
the tribes of the Lord. 
For Israel’s law it is, 
there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of judgement 
of the house of David.  
 
For the peace of Jerusalem pray:  
‘Peace be to your homes! 
May peace reign in your walls, 
in your palaces, peace!’  
 
For love of my brethren and friends  
I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ 
For love of the house of the Lord 
I will ask for your good. (R.) 
 

Gospel acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us 
your salvation. 
Alleluia! 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth 
shall yield its increase. 

Parish Office:  58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796 
Tel: (03) 9736 2850  

Website:  melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley                           Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au 

http://www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au/index.cfm
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au


Child Safety 

Child Safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. Our Parish is committed 
to the care, wellbeing and protection 
of children, and vulnerable people in 
our community. 
Remember  children should be 

accompanied by an adult to the 

toilets.  

  Safeguarding Committee 
Fr Michel 

Janine Meades 
Michael Fahey 
Paul Latham 

Enzo Torresan 
Nino Troiani 

 
Bulletin notices by 12:00 noon Thursday 
mountevelyn@cam.org.au  
 
Parish Meetings: February 11  

6:00 p.m. Wednesday  

 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH 

 Your financial support can be made via: 
• Cash using the stewardship envelopes—call 

the office for information on how to 
become a contributor 

• Direct Debit  BSB 083347 Sacred Heart 
Church: 670642723, Presbytery: 649237379 

• Use the QR Code on this page 

• The website https://www.melbcatholic.org/
s/upperyarravalley and choose where you 
are donating: church, presbytery, 
maintenance.  

  

Parish Notices 
 
Christmas Flowers 
Donations towards flowers for Christmas week masses would be appreciated.  
 
Thanksgiving Envelopes 
Please pick up your envelopes for the next 12 months.  
 
Sacred Heart Warburton Update 
Demolition of the church in Warburton is moving forward. Preparation of the 
site with the erection of safety fencing is scheduled for Friday November 
28th/Monday December 1. Removal of Asbestos is scheduled for the first 
week of December and the demolition the following week weather 
permitting.  
 
First Week of Advent—Hope 
“This is what true hope consists of: not in trying to avoid pain, but in believing 
that even in the heart of the most unjust suffering, the seed of new life is 
hidden”   Pope Leo XIV, General Audience 27th August 2025 
 
St Vincent de Paul Society Giving Tree   
While we will still be assisting people in need, instead of presents we will be 
giving them gift vouchers so they can get what they need, as many have 
found this year very unpredictable. You are invited to make a donation of a 
gift voucher or make a cash donation by placing it in an envelope and placing 
it in the box in the foyer by 14th December. Thank you.  
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
St. John leaned back against Jesus’ chest at the Last Supper. We too can rest 
on the heart of Christ— in Eucharistic Adoration. So many of the saints have 
recommended this practice, and the benefits are innumerable. It is in 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament that the Sacred Heart of Jesus speaks 
with, comforts, and guides us along our life’s journey to fulfilling his will. If we 
wish to remain close to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we must remain close to 
the Eucharist. (Joseph Tuttle) 
Holiness does not consist in not making mistakes nor never sinning. Holiness 
grows with a capacity for conversion, repentance, willingness to begin again, 
and above all with the capacity for reconciliation and forgiveness. (Pope 
Benedict XVI)  
Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Yarra Junction: 
Thursday 6:00pm. Mount Evelyn: Tuesday 5:10pm, Friday 8:10am. 
Confessions available during Adoration.  
 
Stewardship Corner 
“Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know on which day your Lord will 
come.” Matthew 24:42 
People who have had health issues or near-death experiences generally have 
a greater appreciation for each day being a gift from God.  The rest of us 
usually take for granted that we will be around tomorrow.  But when you 
start to look at each day as a gift, you realize all the little miracles that happen 
daily and you begin to see God’s active presence in your life.  You grow in 
gratitude, each day, for all that we have been given.   
 
Sacramental Program 2026 
For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to receive the 
Sacraments, Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation, instructions 
are available through our Parish. Contact the parish office. Lessons will begin 
Sunday 1st  March after  10:30 Mass for Confirmation and Tuesday  3rd 
March at 5pm for First Communion.  

mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley


Readings Reflection 

 
 

In a Dark Hour 

Jesus exaggerates in today’s Gospel when He claims not to 

know the day or the hour when He will come again. Christ 

occasionally makes such overstatements to drive home a 

point we might otherwise miss (see Matthew 

5:34; 23:9; Luke 14:26). 

His point here is that the exact “hour” is not important. 

What is crucial is that we not postpone our repentance, 

that we be ready for Him—spiritually and morally—when 

He comes. For He will surely come, He tells us—like a thief 

in the night, like the flood in the time of Noah. 

In today’s Epistle, Paul too compares the present age to a 

time of advancing darkness and night. 

Though we sit in the darkness, overshadowed by death, 

we have seen arise the great light of our Lord who has 

come into our midst (see Matthew 4:16; John 1:9; 8:12). 

He is the true light, the life of the world. And His light 

continues to shine in His Church, the new Jerusalem 

promised by Isaiah in today’s First Reading. 

In the Church, all nations stream to the God of Jacob, to 

worship and seek wisdom in the House of David. From the 

Church goes forth His word of instruction, the light of the 

Lord—that all might walk in His paths toward that eternal 

day when night will be no more (see Revelation 22:5). 

By our Baptism we have been made children of the light 

and day (see Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5–7). It is 

time we start living like it: throwing off the fruitless works 

of darkness, rejecting the desires of the flesh, and walking 

by the light of His grace. 

The hour is late as we begin a new Advent. Let us begin 

again in this Eucharist. 

As we sing in today’s Psalm, “let us go rejoicing to the 

house of the Lord.” Let us give thanks to His name, 

keeping watch for His coming, knowing that our salvation 

is nearer now than when we first believed. 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
stpaulcenter.com 

 
 
 
Jubilee Year—Pilgrims of Hope 
If you are unable to travel to Rome during the Jubilee Year, you 
are invited on a local journey of reconciliation and renewal by 
participating in the 2025 Jubilee at one or more of the many 
Pilgrim Places across the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, 
where plenary indulgences may be obtained as part of this very 
special time.  A not too distant pilgrimage location, which offers 
various experiences for pilgrims this Jubilee Year, including 
Masses, Reconciliation and adoration.  Visit https://
melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-sacred-heart-
croydon for more information about Sacred Heart Croydon.  
 
 
Caritas Australia: Be a light in the darkness for families facing 
adversity this Christmas.  
This Christmas, we are inviting Australians to “be a light in the 
darkness” for families who are living through the trauma of war, 
displacement, and poverty. The intensity of the conflict in 
Ukraine has increased and more people are experiencing 
displacement and poverty. But with your support, we can bring 
hope to these families. Our partner, Caritas Ukraine are on the 
ground working hard to prepare food kits, emergency shelter 
kits and psychosocial assistance to families facing adversity.  
Donate today at https://www.caritas.org.au/christmas-appeal/
be-the-light-in-darkness/  
 
 
This week’s Joke! 
During an impassioned sermon about death and final 
judgement, the priest said forcefully, “Each member of this 
church is going to die and face judgement.” Glancing down at 
the front pew, he noticed a man with a big smile on his face. The 
priest repeated his point louder. “Each member of this church is 
going to die and face judgement!” The man nodded and smiled 
even more. This really got the priest wound up. He pounded the 
pulpit emphatically when he came to the ultimatum, “Each 
member of this church is going to die and face judgement!!!” 
Though everyone else in the congregation was looking sombre, 
the man in front continued to smile. Finally, the priest stepped 
off the altar, stood in front of the man and shouted, “I said each 
member of this church is going to die!” The man grinned from 
ear to ear. After Mass, the priest made a beeline for the man. “I 
don’t get it,” he said in frustration. “Whenever I said, ‘Each 
member of this church is going to die,’ your smile got bigger. 
Why?” “I’m not a member of this parish,” the man replied. 
Sourced from Majellan Media 

Christmas Mass Times – Mount Evelyn 

Christmas Eve – Vigil Mass 5:00pm (Carols from 4:40pm) 

Midnight Mass – 12:00am (Carols from 11:30pm)  

Christmas Day —10:30am  

Christmas Mass Times – Yarra Junction 

Christmas Eve – Vigil Mass 7:00pm (Carols from 6:30pm) 

Christmas Day – 8:30am  

https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/in-a-dark-hour-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-first-sunday-in-advent/
https://stpaulcenter.com/
https://stpaulcenter.com/
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-sacred-heart-croydon
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-sacred-heart-croydon
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-sacred-heart-croydon
https://www.caritas.org.au/christmas-appeal/be-the-light-in-darkness/
https://www.caritas.org.au/christmas-appeal/be-the-light-in-darkness/


Advent invites us to pause in silence to understand a presence 

With this celebration we are entering the liturgical season of Advent. In the biblical Reading we have just heard, taken 

from the First Letter to the Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul invites us to prepare for “the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (5:23), with God’s grace keeping ourselves blameless. The exact word Paul uses is “coming”, in Latin adventus, 

from which the term “Advent” derives. 

Let us reflect briefly on the meaning of this word, which can be rendered with “presence”, “arrival” or “coming”. In the 

language of the ancient world it was a technical term used to indicate the arrival of an official or the visit of the king or 

emperor to a province. However, it could also mean the coming of the divinity that emerges from concealment to 

manifest himself forcefully or that was celebrated as being present in worship. Christians used the word “advent” to 

express their relationship with Jesus Christ: Jesus is the King who entered this poor “province” called “earth” to pay 

everyone a visit; he makes all those who believe in him participate in his Coming, all who believe in his presence in the 

liturgical assembly. The essential meaning of the word adventus was: God is here, he has not withdrawn from the 

world, he has not deserted us. Even if we cannot see and touch him as we can tangible realities, he is here and comes 

to visit us in many ways. 

The meaning of the expression “advent” therefore includes that of visitatio, which simply and specifically means 

“visit”; in this case it is a question of a visit from God: he enters my life and wishes to speak to me. In our daily lives we 

all experience having little time for the Lord and also little time for ourselves. We end by being absorbed in “doing”. Is 

it not true that activities often absorb us and that society with its multiple interests monopolizes our attention? Is it 

not true that we devote a lot of time to entertainment and to various kinds of amusement? At times we get carried 

away. Advent, this powerful liturgical season that we are beginning, invites us to pause in silence to understand a 

presence. It is an invitation to understand that the individual events of the day are hints that God is giving us, signs of 

the attention he has for each one of us. How often does God give us a glimpse of his love! To keep, as it were, an 

“interior journal” of this love would be a beautiful and salutary task for our life! Advent invites and stimulates us to 

contemplate the Lord present. Should not the certainty of his presence help us see the world with different eyes? 

Should it not help us to consider the whole of our life as a “visit”, as a way in which he can come to us and become 

close to us in every situation? 

Another fundamental element of Advent is expectation, an expectation which is at the same time hope. Advent impels 

us to understand the meaning of time and of history as a kairós, as a favourable opportunity for our salvation. Jesus 

illustrated this mysterious reality in many parables: in the story of the servants sent to await the return of their 

master; in the parable of the virgins who await the bridegroom; and in those of the sower and of the harvest. In their 

lives human beings are constantly waiting: when they are children they want to grow up, as adults they are striving for 

fulfilment and success and, as they advance in age, they look forward to the rest they deserve. However, the time 

comes when they find they have hoped too little if, over and above their profession or social position, there is nothing 

left to hope for. Hope marks humanity’s journey but for Christians it is enlivened by a certainty: the Lord is present in 

the passage of our lives, he accompanies us and will one day also dry our tears. One day, not far off, everything will 

find its fulfilment in the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of justice and peace. 

Dear friends, Advent is the season of the presence and expectation of the eternal. For this very reason, it is in a 

particular way a period of joy, an interiorized joy that no suffering can diminish. It is joy in the fact that God made 

himself a Child. This joy, invisibly present within us, encourages us to journey on with confidence. A model and 

support of this deep joy is the Virgin Mary, through whom we were given the Infant Jesus. May she, a faithful disciple 

of her Son, obtain for us the grace of living this liturgical season alert and hardworking, while we wait. Amen! 

Pope Benedict XVI, Homily of First Vespers for Advent 


