Sacred Heart Catholic Parish

Yarra Junction

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (vear )

5 July 2026

readings

Next Week
15" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 55:10-11
Ps 64:10-14
Rom 8:18-23
Mt 13:1-23

in a nutshell

My yoke is easy. During the Vietnam
War a soldier once saw a boy
carrying a child on his back. ‘He must
be heavy,” the soldier remarked.
‘He’s not heavy,” the boy replied,
‘he’s my brother.” Hopefully, we
experience the yoke of Jesus as light
and easy. Serving others and living
the Gospel can be burdensome at
times but it also brings freedom and
joy to the hearts and rest for our
souls.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially
Pauline Bennett, Paul Latham, Helen
O’Kane, Fr Pat Purcell, Margaret
Broderick, Fida Rees

For those who have died recently
especially Gloria Price and those
whose anniversary occur at this
time.

of special note

Collection box in the foyer for
flowers for the church.

More information inside

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

Your merciful love, O God, we have received in
the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God,
like your name, reaches the ends of the earth;
your right hand is filled with saving justice.

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) I will praise your name for ever,
my king and my God.

I will give you glory, O God my King,
I will bless your name for ever.

I will bless you day after day

and praise your name for ever. (R.)

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.

How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God. (R.)

The Lord is faithful in all his words

and loving in all his deeds.

The Lord supports all who fall

and raises all who are bowed down. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth; you have revealed to little ones the
mysteries of the kingdom.

Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed the man who seeks refuge in him.

The Parish of Sacred Heart

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

St Thomas a Becket, Yarra Junction

Sunday Mass
Sunday—8:30am

Weekday Mass
Wednesday—9:00am

First Friday —11:30am

Reconciliation
Thursday 6:10pm- 6:40pm
Mount Evelyn: Saturday
11:30am-12:30pm

Exposition
Thursday at 6:00pm

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
St Josephs
Principal: Nick Boyhan

Website:
www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au

Parish Office: 58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au



http://www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au/index.cfm
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au

Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s
responsibility. Our Parish is committed
to the care, wellbeing and protection
of children, and vulnerable people in
our community.

Remember children should be

accompanied by an adult to the
toilets.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Michael Fahey
Paul Latham
Enzo Torresan
Nino Troiani

Bulletin notices by 12:00 noon Thursday
mountevelyn@cam.org.au

Parish Council Meetings:
6:00 p.m. Wednesday

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH

Your financial support can be made via:

e Cash using the stewardship envelopes—call
the office for information on how to
become a contributor

e Direct Debit BSB 083347 Sacred Heart
Church: 670642723, Presbytery: 649237379

e Use the QR Code on this page

e The website https://www.melbcatholic.org/
s/upperyarravalley and choose where you
are donating: church,
presbytery, maintenance.

Please join me

Wednesdays 9am
First Fridays 11:30am

Parish Notices

Fr Michel—Away
Fr Michel will be away during the weeks beginning Monday 6 & 13 July so
all weekday services will be cancelled. Weekend masses will be as normal.

Special Collection Last Weekend —Peter’s Pence
Thank you for your generosity: $128.95was collected.

Safeguarding Compliance for Volunteers

Our aim is to have full compliance by the end of June. A reminder that all

volunteers need:

e a Working With Children Check or VIT registration,
should be linked to this via the appropriate website

e To have signed the Code of Conduct

e To have completed the on-line training

Thank you to those of you who have completed the process. Emails have

been sent to those who need to sign the code of conduct and complete

the training. Please check your SPAM folder.

When you complete the training and sign the Code of Conduct please

forward a copy of the certificate to the office.

and the Parish

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Adoration: Jesus has made Himself the Bread of Life to give us life. Night
and day, He is there in the Blessed Sacrament to give us life. If you really
want to grow in love of God, come and spend time in front of the
Eucharist, come to Adoration. (St. Teresa of Calcutta)

Confession: The two Sacraments of the Eucharist and Penance are very
closely connected. Because the Eucharist makes present the redeeming
sacrifice of the Cross, perpetuating it sacramentally, it naturally gives rise
to a continuous need for conversion. (St. John Paul 11)

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Yarra
Junction: Thursday 6:00pm. Mount Evelyn: Tuesday 5:10pm, Friday
8:10am. Confessions available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” - MATTHEW 11:30

When we think of being good stewards, we may think that God is asking
too much of us when He calls us to generously share our time, talent and
treasure. However, we must remember that we are not “owners” of
anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. All He is
asking is that we give back a small portion, in gratitude, of what He has
already given to us.

Mass For Marriage Anniversaries

Married couples and their families are cordially invited to join us as we
celebrate the gift of marriage and family. Couples who register and are
celebrating the following anniversaries—5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 or 40
years and above—will receive a commemorative certificate.

Please register for your spot by Tuesday 7 July.

For any queries, please contact the Proclaim team on 9926 5761 or
at proclaim@cam.org.au.
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Donations for Flowers.

There is a collection box in the narthex for donations
towards purchasing flowers for the church each week.
Thank you for your generosity.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday - 5 July 2026
On the first Sunday of July each year, the Catholic Church
in Australia celebrates Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Sunday. On this day we gather as one to honour and
celebrate the rich cultural heritage, spirituality and
contributions our First Nations Peoples make the life of
the Church.

The theme for this year’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Sunday is ‘Walking together in Christ: 40 years
on!’

NAIDOC Week theme - “50 Years Deadly”

50 Years of Deadly is both a reflection and a declaration. It
acknowledges the strength it has taken to reach this
milestone, not by chance, but because generations of
people refused to be silenced. It recognises the organisers,
artists, activists and communities who carried NAIDOC
forward year after year, ensuring it remained grounded in
culture and community.

NAIDOC Week Mass, Sunday 12 July 2026, 11.00am, St
Francis’ Church, 326 Lonsdale St, Melbourne

Need to Dispose of a Vehicle? - Support Lifeboat

Disposal of a car from a deceased estate, or when a family
member has had to relinquish their licence or go into
residential care, can be a challenging process - getting a
roadworthy, taking photos to advertise on the internet,
cleaning and polishing, taking calls (if they come), even
garaging it until a prospective buyer turns up (if indeed
they do!).

If you need to dispose of a vehicle either from a deceased
estate or which is no longer required, please consider
gifting it to the “Lifeboat Geelong Foundation”, a
registered charity with tax deductible status which for nine
years has been providing pastoral and practical support to
nearly 150 victims / survivors of church-related sexual
abuse. Many of these suffer post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) and have limited or no employment. A
donated vehicle could vastly improve their quality of
life. If you would like to explore the possibility of gifting a
potentially suitable vehicle to “Lifeboat”, contact Fr. Kevin
Dillon (0421 777 360, or frkdillon@outlook.com.au)

Readings Reflection

A Yoke for the Childlike

Jesus is portrayed in today’s Gospel as a new and greater
Moses.

Moses, the meekest man on earth (see Numbers 12:3),
was God’s friend (see Exodus 34:12, 17). Only he knew
God “face to face” (see Deuteronomy 34:10). And Moses
gave lIsrael the yoke of the Law, through which God first
revealed Himself and how we are to live (see Jeremiah
2:20; 5:5).

Jesus too is meek and humble. But He is more than God’s
friend. He is the Son who alone knows the Father. He is
more also than a law-giver, presenting Himself today as
the yoke of a new Law, and as the revealed Wisdom of
God.

As Wisdom, Jesus was present before creation as the
firstborn of God, the Father and Lord of heaven and earth
(see Proverbs 8:22; Wisdom 9:9). And He gives knowledge
of the holy things of the kingdom of God (see Wisdom
10:10).

In the gracious will of the Father, Jesus reveals these
things only to the “childlike”—those who humble
themselves before Him as little children (see Sirach 2:17).
These alone can recognize and receive Jesus as the just
savior and meek king promised to daughter Zion, Israel, in
today’s First Reading.

We too are called to childlike faith in the Father’s
goodness, as sons and daughters of the new kingdom, the
Church.

We are to live by the Spirit we received in Baptism
(see Galatians 5:16), putting to death our old ways of
thinking and acting, as Paul exhorts in today’s Epistle. Our
“yoke” is to be His new law of love (see John 13:34), by
which we enter into the “rest” of His kingdom.

As we sing in today’s Psalm, we joyously await the day
when we will praise His name forever in the kingdom that
lasts for all ages. This is the sabbath rest promised by
Jesus—first anticipated by Moses (see Exodus 20:8-11),
but which still awaits the people of God (see Hebrews
4:9).
Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (ps 118:24)

The Lord's Day — as Sunday was called from Apostolic times — has always been accorded special attention in the
history of the Church because of its close connection with the very core of the Christian mystery. In fact, in the weekly
reckoning of time Sunday recalls the day of Christ’s Resurrection. It is Easter which returns week by week, celebrating
Christ's victory over sin and death, the fulfilment in him of the first creation and the dawn of "the new creation" (cf. 2
Cor 5:17). It is the day which recalls in grateful adoration the world's first day and looks forward in active hope to "the
last day", when Christ will come in glory (cf. Acts 1:11; 1 Th 4:13-17) and all things will be made new (cf. Rev 21:5).

Rightly, then, the Psalmist's cry is applied to Sunday: "This is the day which the Lord has made: let us rejoice and be
glad in it" (Ps 118:24). This invitation to joy, which the Easter liturgy makes its own, reflects the astonishment which
came over the women who, having seen the crucifixion of Christ, found the tomb empty when they went there "very
early on the first day after the Sabbath"(Mk 16:2). It is an invitation to relive in some way the experience of the two
disciples of Emmaus, who felt their hearts "burn within them" as the Risen One walked with them on the road,
explaining the Scriptures and revealing himself in "the breaking of the bread" (cf. Lk 24:32,35). And it echoes the joy —
at first uncertain and then overwhelming — which the Apostles experienced on the evening of that same day, when
they were visited by the Risen Jesus and received the gift of his peace and of his Spirit (cf. Jn 20:19-23).

The Resurrection of Jesus is the fundamental event upon which Christian faith rests (cf. 1 Corl5:14). It is an
astonishing reality, fully grasped in the light of faith, yet historically attested to by those who were privileged to see
the Risen Lord. It is a wondrous event which is not only absolutely unique in human history, but which lies at the very
heart of the mystery of time. In fact,"all time belongs to [Christ] and all the ages", as the evocative liturgy of the Easter
Vigil recalls in preparing the Paschal Candle. Therefore, in commemorating the day of Christ's Resurrection not just
once a year but every Sunday, the Church seeks to indicate to every generation the true fulcrum of history, to which
the mystery of the world's origin and its final destiny leads.

It is right, therefore, to claim, in the words of a fourth century homily, that "the Lord's Day" is “the lord of days". Those
who have received the grace of faith in the Risen Lord cannot fail to grasp the significance of this day of the week with
the same deep emotion which led Saint Jerome tosay: "Sunday is the day of the Resurrection, it is the day of
Christians, it is our day". For Christians, Sunday is "the fundamental feast day",established not only to mark the
succession of time but to reveal time's deeper meaning.

Since the Eucharist is the very heart of Sunday, it is clear why, from the earliest centuries, the Pastors of the Church
have not ceased to remind the faithful of the need to take part in the liturgical assembly. "Leave everything on the
Lord's Day", urges the third century text known as the Didascalia, "and run diligently to your assembly, because it is
your praise of God. Otherwise, what excuse will they make to God, those who do not come together on the Lord's Day
to hear the word of life and feed on the divine nourishment which lasts forever?". The faithful have generally accepted
this call of the Pastors with conviction of soul and, although there have been times and situations when this duty has
not been perfectly met, one should never forget the genuine heroism of priests and faithful who have fulfilled this
obligation even when faced with danger and the denial of religious freedom, as can be documented from the first
centuries of Christianity up to our own time.

In his first Apology addressed to the Emperor Antoninus and the Senate, Saint Justin proudly described the Christian
practice of the Sunday assembly, which gathered in one place Christians from both the city and the countryside.
When, during the persecution of Diocletian, their assemblies were banned with the greatest severity, many were
courageous enough to defy the imperial decree and accepted death rather than miss the Sunday Eucharist. This was
the case of the martyrs of Abitina, in Proconsular Africa, who replied to their accusers: "Without fear of anykind we
have celebrated the Lord's Supper, because it cannot be missed; that is our law"; “We cannot live without the Lord's
Supper". As she confessed her faith, one of the martyrs said: "Yes, | went to the assembly and | celebrated the Lord's
Supper with my brothers and sisters, because | am a Christian".

Sustaining Christian life as it does, Sunday has the additional value of being a testimony and a proclamation. As a day
of prayer, communion and joy, Sunday resounds throughout society, emanating vital energies and reasons for
hope. Sunday is the proclamation that time, in which he who is the Risen Lord of history makes his home, is not the
grave of our illusions but the cradle of an ever new future, an opportunity given to us to turn the fleeting moments of
this life into seeds of eternity. Sunday is an invitation to look ahead; it is the day on which the Christian community
cries out to Christ, "Marana tha: Come, O Lord!" (1 Cor 16:22). With this cry of hope and expectation, the Church is the
companion and support of human hope. From Sunday to Sunday, enlightened by Christ, she goes forward towards the
unending Sunday of the heavenly Jerusalem, which “has no need of the sun or moon to shine upon it, for the glory of
God is its light and its lamp is the Lamb" (Rev 21:23).

Pope St John Paul Il, Dies Domini, Nos. 1-2, 46, 84



