
Sacred Heart Catholic Parish 
Yarra Junction  

 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 

21 June 2026 

readings 
 

Next Week  
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

2Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16 

Ps  88:2-3, 16-19 

Rom 6:3-4, 8-11 

Mt 10:37-42 

 
 

in a nutshell 
 
Do not be afraid. In the face of many 
attacks Jesus courageously 
proclaimed the Good News of the 
kingdom. His courage stemmed from 
his firm belief in the Father’s love for 
him. Likewise, the prophet Jeremiah 
was not destroyed by intense 
opposition because he knew that his 
cause was with God. May we also be 
courageous witnesses to the values 
of the Gospel knowing that God’s 
love for us outweighs any opposition 
we may encounter.  
 
 

we pray for 

 
all who  are  sick  or  suffering and 
those parishioners unable to be 
among us this weekend, especially 
Pauline Bennett, Paul Latham, Helen 
O’Kane, Fr Pat Purcell,  Margaret 
Broderick, Fida Rees 
For those who have died recently 
and those whose anniversary occur 
at this time. 

 
 

of special note  
 

Peter’s Pence second collection next 

week. 

The Parish of Sacred Heart 
 

Parish Priest 
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU 

 

Parish Secretary 
Janine Meades 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Thursday 

9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 
St Thomas a Becket, Yarra Junction  

 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday—8:30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Wednesday—9:00am  
First Friday –11:30am   

 
 

Reconciliation 
Thursday 6:10pm- 6:40pm 

Mount Evelyn: Saturday 
11:30am-12:30pm 

 
 

Exposition 
Thursday at 6:00pm 

 

Weddings 
Please contact the office 

 

Baptisms 
Please see Father after Mass 

 

 
 

Parish Primary School 
St Josephs 

Principal: Nick Boyhan 
 

Website: 
www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au 

Raise Your Voices 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
 
The Lord is the strength of his people, a saving 
refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and 
govern them for ever. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
 

(R.) Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
 
It is for you that I suffer taunts,  
that shame covers my face, 
that I have become a stranger to my brothers, 
an alien to my own mother's sons. 
I burn with zeal for your house 
and taunts against you fall on me.  
 
This is my prayer to you,  
my prayer for your favour. 
In your great love, answer me, O God, 
with your help that never fails: 
Lord, answer, for your love is kind; 
in your compassion, turn towards me.  
 
The poor when they see it will be glad  
and God-seeking hearts will revive; 
for the Lord listens to the needy 
and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 
Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, 
the sea and all its living creatures. (R.) 

 
 

Gospel acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, says 
the Lord, and you also will be my witnesses. 
Alleluia! 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 

I am the Good Shepherd, and I lay down my life 
for my sheep, says the Lord. 

 

Parish Office:  58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796 
Tel: (03) 9736 2850  

Website:  melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley                           Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au 

http://www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au/index.cfm
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au


Child Safety 

Child Safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. Our Parish is committed 
to the care, wellbeing and protection 
of children, and vulnerable people in 
our community. 
Remember  children should be 

accompanied by an adult to the 

toilets.  

  Safeguarding Committee 
Fr Michel 

Janine Meades 
Michael Fahey 
Paul Latham 

Enzo Torresan 
Nino Troiani 

 
Bulletin notices by 12:00 noon Thursday 
mountevelyn@cam.org.au  
 

Parish Meetings: July 1 

6:00 p.m. Wednesday  
 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH 

 Your financial support can be made via: 
• Cash using the stewardship envelopes—call 

the office for information on how to 
become a contributor 

• Direct Debit  BSB 083347 Sacred Heart 
Church: 670642723, Presbytery: 649237379 

• Use the QR Code on this page 

• The website https://www.melbcatholic.org/
s/upperyarravalley and choose where you 
are donating: church, 
presbytery, maintenance.  

  

Parish Notices 
 
 
Pray for Sacramental Candidates 
During parish Masses again, this weekend, children of our parish will be 
making their First Communion. Young people of the parish will be Confirmed 
on Wednesday night. Keep them and their families in your prayers.  
 
Fr Michel—Away 
Fr Michel will be away during the weeks beginning  Monday 6 & 13 July so all 
weekday services will be cancelled. Weekend masses will be as normal.  
 
Special Collection next weekend —Peter’s Pence 
This collection helps provide the Holy Father with funds for emergency 
assistance to those in need. The proceeds enable Pope Leo to assist the most 
disadvantaged in emergency situations including victims of war, oppression, 
and disasters. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Safeguarding Compliance for Volunteers 
Our aim is to have full compliance by the end of June.  A reminder that all 
volunteers need: 
• a Working With Children Check or VIT registration,  and the Parish should 

be linked to this via the appropriate website 
• To have signed the Code of Conduct 
• To have completed the on-line training 
Thank you to those of you who have completed the process. Emails have 
been sent to those who need to sign the code of conduct and complete the 
training. Please check your SPAM folder.  
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Of all devotions, that of adoring Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the greatest 
after the sacraments, the one dearest to God and the one most helpful to us. 
(St. Alphonsus Liguori)  
As Pope St. John Paul II reminded us, the frequent use of Confession is in 
many ways the safeguard of love and peace. We must not lose the sense of 
sin or we will rationalise all our selfishness and wrongness of heart. But it is 
also true that we must not focus too much on sin or we will become bitter 
and harsh. What we need to do is remember our sins in the very Sacrament 
of healing in which Christ touches us with mercy. He teaches us to turn 
sorrow into love.   
Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Yarra Junction: 
Thursday 6:00pm. Mount Evelyn: Tuesday 5:10pm, Friday 8:10am. 
Confessions available during Adoration.  
 
Stewardship Corner 
“Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before my 
heavenly Father.” MATTHEW 10:32 
Would others know that you are Catholic by the way you act and speak? Do 
you share your Catholic faith with others? Do you defend your Catholic faith 
when the situation arises or do you remain silent? Do you pray in public 
before meals? Pray for the strength and courage to be a joyful witness of our 
Catholic faith when the opportunity presents itself. Let us become the radiant 
light and bold witness that we are called to be! 
 
May Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report 
Total income: $1639  Total Expenditure: $1837.25 
 
 
 

mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley


Readings Reflection 

Be Not Afraid 

Our commitment to Christ will be put to the test. 

We will hear whispered warnings and denunciations, as 

Jeremiah does in today’s First Reading. Even so-called 

friends will try to trap us and trip us up. 

For His sake we will bear insults and be made outcasts—

even in our own homes, we hear in today’s Psalm. 

As Jeremiah tells us, we must expect that God will 

challenge our faith in Him, and probe our minds and 

hearts, to test the depths of our love. 

“Do not be afraid,” Jesus assures us three times in today’s 

Gospel. 

Though He may permit us to suffer for our faith, our 

Father will never forget or abandon us. As Jesus assures us 

today, everything unfolds in His Providence, under His 

watchful gaze—even the falling of the tiniest sparrow to 

the ground. Each one of us is precious to Him. 

Steadfast in this faith, we must resist the tactics of Satan. 

He is the enemy who seeks the ruin of our soul in 

Gehenna, or hell. 

We are to seek God, as the Psalmist says. Zeal for the 

Lord’s house, for the heavenly kingdom of the Father, 

should consume us, as it consumed Jesus (see John 2:17). 

As Jesus bore the insults of those who blasphemed God, 

so should we (see Romans 15:3). 

By the gracious gift of himself, Jesus bore the 

transgressions of the world, Paul tells us in today’s Epistle. 

In rising from the dead, He has shown us that God rescues 

the life of the poor, that He does not spurn His own when 

they are in distress. In His great mercy, He will turn toward 

us, as well. He will deliver us from the power of the 

wicked. 

That is why we proclaim His name from the housetops, as 

Jesus tells us. That is why we sing praise and offer 

thanksgiving in every Eucharist. We are confident in Jesus’ 

promise—that we who declare our faith in Him before 

others will be remembered before our heavenly Father. 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
stpaulcenter.com 

 
 
 
Pray for Persecuted Christians in Nigeria  
Christians in Nigeria continue to suffer greatly for their faith, 
yet many persevere with deep trust in Christ and devotion to 
Our Lady. Aid to the Church in Need invites you to join with 
John, a Catholic farmer in Nigeria, in praying a decade of the 
Rosary this week for persecuted Christians and all who suffer 
for their faith. 
Watch John’s moving testimony and download a free Red 
Rosary Prayer Card to unite your prayers with the suffering 
Church throughout the world. 
Scan the QR code or visit www.rebrand.ly/RedRosary26 
 
Mass For Marriage Anniversaries 
Married couples and their families are cordially invited to join 
us as we celebrate the gift of marriage and family. Couples 
who register and are celebrating the following 
anniversaries—5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 or 40 years and 
above—will receive a commemorative certificate. 
Please register for your spot by Tuesday 7 July. 
For any queries, please contact the Proclaim team on 9926 
5761 or at proclaim@cam.org.au. 
 
Need to Dispose of a Vehicle? - Support Lifeboat  
Disposal of a car from a deceased estate, or when a family 
member has had to relinquish their licence or go into 
residential care, can be a challenging process - getting a 
roadworthy, taking photos to advertise on the internet, 
cleaning and polishing, taking calls (if they come), even 
garaging it until a prospective buyer turns up (if indeed they 
do!). 
If you need to dispose of a vehicle either from a deceased 
estate or which is no longer required, please consider gifting 
it to the “Lifeboat Geelong Foundation”, a registered charity 
with tax deductible status which for nine years has been 
providing pastoral and practical support to nearly 150 
victims / survivors of church-related sexual abuse.  Many of 
these suffer post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and have 
limited or no employment. A donated vehicle could vastly 
improve their quality of life.  If you would like to explore the 
possibility of gifting a potentially suitable vehicle to 
“Lifeboat”, contact Fr. Kevin Dillon (0421 777 
360, or frkdillon@outlook.com.au)  
 
This Week’s Joke 
Lying on his deathbed, a rich, miserly old man calls to his long
-suffering wife. “I want to take all my money with me. 
Promise me you’ll put it in the coffin.” 
She agrees and after the man dies, his widow attends the 
memorial service with her best friend. Just before the 
undertaker closes the coffin, she places a small metal box 
inside. 
Her friend looks at her in horror. “Surely,” she says, “you 
didn’t put the money in there.” 
“I did promise him I would,” the widow answers. “So, I got it 
all together, deposited every penny in my account, and wrote 
him a cheque. If he can cash it, he can spend it.” 
sourced from www.majellan.media 

https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/be-not-afraid-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-twelfth-sunday-in-ordinary-time/
https://stpaulcenter.com/
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rebrand.ly%2FRedRosary26&data=05%7C02%7Cmountevelyn%40cam.org.au%7C8ea12e08cb144784ab1008deafd23f47%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639141514772471189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
mailto:frkdillon@outlook.com.au


To Rediscover the Sense of God 

[From an interview with Cardinal Robert Sarah, Former Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Liturgy and the Sacraments, on his 
book, The Power of Silence: Against the Dictatorship of Noise]  

“God’s first language is silence.” In commenting on this beautiful, rich insight of Saint John of the Cross, Thomas Keating, in his 
work Invitation to Love, writes: “Everything else is a poor translation. In order to understand this language, we must learn to be 
silent and to rest in God.”  

It is time to rediscover the true order of priorities. It is time to put God back at the center of our concerns, at the center of our 
actions and of our life: the only place that He should occupy. Thus, our Christian journey will be able to gravitate around this Rock, 
take shape in the light of the faith and be nourished in prayer, which is a moment of silent, intimate encounter in which a human 
being stands face to face with God to adore Him and to express his filial love for Him.  

Let us not fool ourselves. This is the truly urgent thing: to rediscover the sense of God. Now the Father allows Himself to be 
approached only in silence. What the Church needs most today is not an administrative reform, another pastoral program, a 
structural change. The program already exists: it is the one we have always had, drawn from the Gospel and from living Tradition. 
It is centered on Christ Himself, whom we must know, love and imitate in order to live in Him and through Him, to transform our 
world which is being degraded because human beings live as though God did not exist. As a priest, as a pastor, as a Prefect, as a 
Cardinal, my priority is to say that God alone can satisfy the human heart.  

I think that we are the victims of the superficiality, selfishness and worldly spirit that are spread by our media-driven society. We 
get lost in struggles for influence, in conflicts between persons, in a narcissistic, vain activism. We swell with pride and pretention, 
prisoners of a will to power. For the sake of titles, professional or ecclesiastical duties, we accept vile compromises. But all that 
passes away like smoke. In my new book I wanted to invite Christians and people of good will to enter into silence; without it, we 
are in illusion. The only reality that deserves our attention is God Himself, and God is silent. He waits for our silence to reveal 
Himself.  

Regaining the sense of silence is therefore a priority, an urgent necessity. Silence is more important than any other human work. 
Because it expresses God. The true revolution comes from silence; it leads us toward God and toward others so that we can place 
ourselves humbly at their service. Silence is not an idea; it is the path that enables human beings to go to God.  

God is silence, and the devil is noisy. From the beginning, Satan has sought to mask his lies beneath a deceptive, resonant 
agitation. The Christian owes it to himself not to be of the world. It is up to him to turn away from the noises of the world, from its 
rumors that run headlong in order to turn better toward what is essential: God.  

Our busy, ultra-technological age has made us even sicker. Noise has become like a drug on which our contemporaries are 
dependent. With its festive appearance, noise is a whirlwind that avoids looking oneself in the face and confronting the interior 
emptiness. It is a diabolical lie. The awakening can only be brutal.  

[Regarding the Mass]:  Before God’s majesty, we lose our words. Who would dare to speak up before the Almighty? Saint John 
Paul II saw in silence the essence of any attitude of prayer, because this silence, laden with the adored presence, manifests “the 
humble acceptance of the creature’s limits vis-à-vis the infinite transcendence of a God who unceasingly reveals Himself as a God 
of love.” To refuse this silence filled with confident awe and adoration is to refuse God the freedom to capture us by His love and 
His presence. Sacred silence is therefore the place where we can encounter God, because we come to Him with the proper 
attitude of a human being who trembles and stands at a distance while hoping confidently. We priests must relearn the filial fear 
of God and the sacral character of our relations with Him. We must relearn to tremble with astonishment before the Holiness of 
God and the unprecedented grace of our priesthood.   

Silence teaches us a major rule of the spiritual life: familiarity does not foster intimacy; on the contrary, a proper distance is a 
condition for communion. It is by way of adoration that humanity walks toward love. Sacred silence opens the way to mystical 
silence, full of loving intimacy. Under the yoke of secular reason, we have forgotten that the sacred and worship are the only 
entrances to the spiritual life. Therefore I do not hesitate to declare that sacred silence is a cardinal law of all liturgical 
celebration.  

Indeed, it allows us to enter into participation in the mystery being celebrated. Vatican Council II stresses that silence is a 
privileged means of promoting the participation of the people of God in the liturgy. The Council Fathers intended to show what 
true liturgical participation is: entrance into the divine mystery. Under the pretext of making access to God easy, some wanted 
everything in the liturgy to be immediately intelligible, rational, horizontal and human. But in acting that way, we run the risk of 
reducing the sacred mystery to good feelings. Under the pretext of pedagogy, some priests indulge in endless commentaries that 
are flat-footed and mundane. Are these pastors afraid that silence in the presence of the Most High might disconcert the faithful? 
Do they think that the Holy Spirit is incapable of opening hearts to the divine Mysteries by pouring out on them the light of  
spiritual grace?  

Sacred silence is the good of the faithful, and the clerics must not deprive them of it! 

Silence is the cloth from which our liturgies ought to be cut out. Nothing in them should interrupt the silent atmosphere that is 
their natural climate.  

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2016/10/03/cardinal-robert-sarah-on-the-strength-of-silence-and-the-dictatorship-of-noise/

