
20 APRIL 2025  

  

There will be no 9:15 am  
Mass on Christmas Eve 

(Wednesday, December 24) 
 and Boxing Day  

(Friday December 26).  



ST BRENDAN’S PARISH  
121 Knight Street, Shepparton 

Phone: 5821 2633  
Email: shepparton@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

Website: catholicparish.app/shepparton 
Facebook: sheppartoncatholic 

Parish Administrator: Fr Ronald N. Masilang, RCJ 
Assistant Priests:  

Fr Adi Indra  
Fr Ruel Desamparado, RCJ 

Fr Addin Doe, RCJ 
Office Manager: Diane Teitzel  

Pastoral Associate: Anthony Kilmartin  
Sacramental Coordinator: Jess Doyle  

Administration Support: Laura Thompson 
Youth Worker: Emma Christy    

Housekeeper: Mailyn Sombrero 
Maintenance Officer/Gardener: Gavin Doherty 

Visiting Psychologist: Estela Hutchings     
Safeguarding Officer: Kathy Hunt Ph: 5821 2633                  

Office Hours:  Mon to Fri 9am - 2pm   

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil  6pm  

Sunday  8am & 11am  

********************************** 

Syro Malabar Rite: Wednesday 6.00pm, 

 Saturday 8.30am & Sunday 5.30pm 

*********************************************   

St Mary’s Dookie, Sunday 10 am   

************************ 

Weekday Mass Times 

Tuesday to Friday  9.15am    

Reconciliation  

Saturday 9.45am to 10.30am (in the Church) 

Rosary — The Rosary is prayed in the  

Marian Chapel after weekday Masses and after the 

8am Mass on Sunday. 

Holy Hour with Adoration of the Blessed  

Sacrament :  Thursdays 7pm to 8pm and  

Fridays 4.45pm - 5.45pm 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
We turn our hearts and minds to the people of the Yorta Yorta  
naƟon, who have occupied this country for thousands of years.  

We pay respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging,  
and commit to walking alongside Aboriginal  

Australians in truth and jusƟce. 

Readers & Commentators  Dec 27 & 28  2025 
6pm      Sr Bing                                   Chris Segrave  
8am       David Keenan                       Di Teitzel  
11am     Mary-Ann Demase              Emma Christy  

Anniversaries:  Johanna Steeghs,  Imogen Neesen,  
Petronella Van Dillen, Pellegrino & ViƩoria Meola and other 
members of the Meola family, Andrew Cannizzaro, Patricia 
(Pat) O'Sullivan, Mary Gangi, Mary Vescio, Alan Appleton,  
MarieƩa and Mario Ginevra.  

Our Parish Office will be closed on  
Thursday, December 25 &  

Friday, December 26. 



Please join us in welcoming  
Mailyn Sombrero, our new 
Presbytery housekeeper.  

Fourth Sunday of Advent – Daring to trust in God 
Let’s reflect and learn. 

 
“.Ê.Ê.ÊandÊtheyÊshallÊnameÊhimÊEmmanuel,ÊwhichÊmeansÊ‘GodÊwithÊus’”Ê(MattÊ1:23).ÊOnÊthisÊlastÊSundayÊofÊAdvent,ÊweÊ

mightÊhaveÊexpectedÊtheÊfamiliarÊstoryÊofÊtheÊannunciationÊtoÊMary,ÊsoÊoftenÊassociatedÊwithÊthisÊseason.ÊInÊthisÊyearÊofÊtheÊ
SundayÊGospelÊcycle,Êhowever,ÊweÊfollowÊtheÊGospelÊofÊMatthewÊwhoÊprovidesÊtheÊaccountÊofÊJoseph,ÊtheÊsoon-to-beÊ 
husbandÊofÊMary.ÊInÊthisÊSunday’sÊGospel,ÊJosephÊfacedÊaÊcrisisÊthatÊmadeÊhimÊfearfulÊbutÊalsoÊrequiredÊthatÊheÊmakeÊaÊ 
decisionÊsoÊheÊcouldÊplayÊanÊimportantÊroleÊinÊtheÊcomingÊofÊChrist.ÊAsÊifÊtoÊcredentialÊJosephÊasÊworthyÊofÊthisÊvocation,Ê
MatthewÊprecedesÊJoseph’sÊstoryÊwithÊaÊlengthyÊrecitationÊofÊthoseÊinÊtheÊlineÊofÊKingÊDavid,ÊIsrael’sÊgreatestÊrulerÊandÊanÊ

ancestorÊofÊJoseph. 
AÊcarefulÊexaminationÊofÊthatÊlistÊofÊforebearersÊoughtÊtoÊgiveÊoneÊpause,Êhowever.ÊManyÊinÊthatÊancestralÊlineÊwereÊhardlyÊ 
worthyÊofÊpraiseÊorÊofÊbeingÊcountedÊasÊveteransÊofÊvirtue.ÊEvenÊDavidÊhimselfÊhadÊmanyÊshortcomingsÊthatÊoneÊhasÊtoÊlookÊ

pastÊinÊorderÊtoÊdescribeÊhimÊasÊtheÊ“greatest”ÊkingÊofÊIsrael. 
KingÊAhaz,ÊforÊexample,ÊnamedÊinÊthatÊgenealogy,ÊisÊtheÊrulerÊwhomÊtheÊprophetÊIsaiahÊaddressesÊinÊthisÊSunday’sÊfirstÊ

reading.ÊKingÊAhazÊwasÊfacedÊwithÊaÊdifficultÊpoliticalÊsituation.ÊLikeÊJoseph,ÊheÊwasÊconfrontedÊwithÊaÊcrisis,ÊwasÊriddledÊ
withÊfearÊandÊhadÊtoÊmakeÊaÊdecisionÊthatÊwouldÊimpactÊhisÊlifeÊandÊtheÊlifeÊofÊhisÊpeople.ÊInÊtheÊfaceÊofÊforeignÊconflictÊheÊ
facedÊtwoÊoptions.ÊHeÊcouldÊallyÊhimselfÊwithÊaÊsmallÊgroupÊofÊthreateningÊnationsÊorÊheÊcouldÊhaveÊturnedÊforÊhelpÊtoÊtheÊ

powerfulÊandÊequallyÊthreateningÊAssyrianÊEmpire. 
InsteadÊofÊdoingÊeither,ÊtheÊprophetÊIsaiahÊurgesÊAhazÊtoÊtrustÊGodÊandÊevenÊtoÊaskÊGodÊforÊaÊsign.ÊTheÊkingÊrefuses,Ê 

thinkingÊthatÊsuchÊaÊrequestÊwouldÊbeÊaÊdangerousÊinsultÊtoÊtheÊLord.ÊTheÊprophetÊassuresÊhimÊthatÊtheÊsignÊalreadyÊhasÊbeenÊ
givenÊandÊitÊisÊthis:Ê“TheÊvirginÊ(Hebrew:Ê‘almahÊ=ÊmarriageableÊyoungÊgirl)ÊisÊwithÊchildÊandÊwillÊgiveÊbirthÊtoÊoneÊcalledÊ

Emmanuel,ÊandÊthatÊisÊaÊnameÊthatÊmeansÊGodÊsaves.” 
IsaiahÊwasÊassuringÊtheÊkingÊthatÊhisÊownÊoffspring,ÊtheÊnextÊoneÊinÊlineÊtoÊascendÊtheÊthrone,ÊwasÊalreadyÊconceivedÊandÊ

soonÊtoÊbeÊborn.ÊItÊwasÊaÊsignÊthatÊwithÊtrustÊinÊGod,ÊIsraelÊwouldÊbeÊsaved. 
Ahaz,Êhowever,ÊthoughtÊitÊmoreÊexpedientÊtoÊtrustÊinÊaÊsuperpowerÊthatÊheÊcouldÊseeÊ—ÊAssyriaÊ—ÊratherÊthanÊaÊspiritualÊ

powerÊ—ÊtheÊGodÊofÊIsraelÊ—ÊwhomÊheÊcouldÊnotÊsee. 
AsÊaÊresult,ÊIsraelÊandÊitsÊpeopleÊcameÊunderÊAssyria’sÊharshÊrule.ÊThereÊareÊothersÊofÊJoseph’sÊancestorsÊthatÊweÊdon’tÊhearÊ
aboutÊinÊthisÊSunday’sÊreadingsÊwhoÊalsoÊdidÊnotÊchooseÊtoÊtrustÊinÊGod.ÊJoseph’sÊancestry,ÊwhichÊleadsÊultimatelyÊtoÊJesus,Ê 
demonstratesÊthatÊourÊGodÊremainsÊeverÊeagerÊtoÊincludeÊall,ÊevenÊthoseÊwhoÊfailÊtoÊmeasureÊupÊorÊwhoÊoftenÊmakeÊtheÊ

wrongÊdecisions. 
AndÊwhatÊaboutÊJoseph?ÊHeÊdoesÊgetÊitÊrightÊevenÊthoughÊheÊtooÊfeltÊfearÊwhenÊfacedÊwithÊwhatÊcouldÊhaveÊbeenÊaÊmostÊ
embarrassingÊsituation.ÊMary,ÊhisÊbetrothed,ÊwasÊfoundÊtoÊbeÊwithÊchildÊbeforeÊtheyÊhadÊbegunÊtoÊliveÊtogether.ÊInsteadÊofÊ

describingÊJosephÊasÊaÊmanÊwhoÊwasÊnowÊbetrayed,Êinsulted,ÊorÊevenÊpersonallyÊhumiliatedÊbyÊtheseÊcircumstances, 
ÊMatthewÊgivesÊusÊourÊfirstÊglanceÊofÊtheÊman’sÊcharacter. 

MatthewÊdescribesÊJosephÊasÊ“aÊrighteousÊman”ÊandÊillustratesÊthatÊrighteousnessÊbyÊsharingÊJoseph’sÊinitialÊresponseÊandÊ
plan.ÊHeÊwouldÊ“dismissÊMaryÊquietly”ÊfromÊtheÊbetrothalÊagreementÊsoÊsheÊwouldÊnotÊfaceÊdisgrace.ÊWeÊhearÊnothingÊ
aboutÊJoseph’sÊconcernÊforÊhimselfÊorÊanyÊworryÊforÊtheÊpublicÊorÊpersonalÊaffrontÊthisÊsituationÊmightÊmeanÊforÊhim.Ê 

HisÊplanÊsuggestsÊonlyÊaÊconcernÊforÊpreservingÊtheÊintegrityÊofÊthisÊwomanÊMary,ÊwhomÊheÊcouldÊeasilyÊhaveÊjudgedÊas 
ÊbetrayingÊhim. 

AndÊnotÊunlikeÊAhaz,ÊwhoÊisÊurgedÊbyÊaÊdivineÊmessenger,ÊaÊprophet,ÊtoÊtrustÊinÊGod,ÊanÊangelÊofÊtheÊLordÊurgesÊJosephÊinÊaÊ
dreamÊtoÊtrustÊinÊGod.ÊTheÊangelÊtellsÊJosephÊtoÊnameÊtheÊinfantÊJesusÊandÊthatÊthisÊchildÊwillÊbeÊaÊsaviorÊforÊhisÊpeople. 
InÊPaul’sÊletterÊtoÊtheÊRomans,ÊfromÊwhichÊthisÊSunday’sÊsecondÊreadingÊcomes,ÊPaulÊmakesÊclearÊwhoÊareÊtheÊ“people”Ê
whomÊJesusÊcameÊtoÊsave.ÊWithÊMatthew,ÊheÊdefinesÊthemÊasÊ“allÊthoseÊwhoÊbelongÊtoÊChrist,”ÊJewsÊandÊGentilesÊalike. 
ItÊisÊfittingÊthatÊtheÊGospelÊwriterÊconcludesÊthisÊstoryÊofÊJosephÊbyÊremindingÊusÊagainÊofÊtheÊprophetÊIsaiah.ÊTheÊpromiseÊ
ofÊaÊsignÊonceÊmadeÊtoÊaÊkingÊnamedÊAhazÊechoesÊagainÊinÊtheÊcircumstancesÊofÊaÊmanÊnamedÊJoseph.Ê“TheÊvirginÊshallÊ

conceiveÊandÊbearÊaÊsonÊandÊtheyÊshallÊnameÊhimÊEmmanuel.” 
DespiteÊtheÊshortcomingsÊofÊDavid’sÊdescendantsÊandÊJoseph’sÊancestors,ÊdespiteÊtheÊwrongÊdecisionÊofÊAhaz,ÊdespiteÊtheÊ 
difficultÊdecisionÊfacingÊJosephÊandÊevenÊdespiteÊsomeÊofÊtheÊmostÊdifficultÊchallengesÊweÊface,ÊthisÊGodÊwhomÊJesusÊ 
revealsÊtoÊusÊisÊcompletelyÊandÊunconditionallyÊ“withÊus”Êalways.ÊProphets,Êmessengers,Êdreams,Êangels,ÊgoodÊfriends, 

andÊevenÊstrangersÊoftenÊareÊdivineÊenvoysÊofÊEmmanuel,ÊofÊ“GodÊwithÊus.” 
WeÊneedÊonlyÊlearnÊtoÊrecognizeÊthemÊandÊheedÊtheirÊmessage.ÊTheirÊguidanceÊisÊclear.ÊTrustÊinÊJesus,ÊEmmanuel,ÊwhoseÊ

birthÊweÊcelebrateÊthisÊweek. 
 

-ÊGinaÊHens-Piazza 

Friendly reminder that Children’s 
 Liturgy of the Word will  

recommence at the beginning of the 
2026 school term.  

A Christmas Message – from Fr Brian Boyle 

Fr Brian invites us to look beyond the familiar scenes of manger 
and star — to the soaring vision of the Sagrada Familia in  

Barcelona. In stone and light, Gaudí’s great basilica speaks of 
faith sƟll being built: unfinished, reaching upward, shaped by 
paƟence, imaginaƟon and hope. Fr Brian’s Christmas message 

reflects on what this might say to us today —  
about God dwelling among us in ways that are unexpected, 

 ongoing and quietly transformaƟve. 



St Brendan’s Shepparton and  
St Mel’s, Shepparton South invite you all to 

the Alpha program in 2026!  
(Dates to follow) 

 
The Alpha Course has been running around 

the world for nearly 50 years and 
 will begin in early 2026.  

Alpha is a series of 10 
 weekly sessions held on 

Monday nights 
 at St Brendan’s Parish  

Centre.  
While it will be hosted by  St Brendan’s 

 and St Mel’s, it is open to the wider 
 community and people from all parishes.  

Each session includes a video presentaƟon, a 
short talk, and small-group discussion 

 in a friendly, relaxed seƫng. 

If you have any quesƟons or would like more 
informaƟon, please contact the  

Parishes Alpha Team via the parish office: 
 shepparton@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY  
MASSES FOR SURROUNDING PARISHES  

St Mel’s, South Shepparton  
Christmas Eve (24 December): 

 6:00pm & 9:00pm  
Christmas Day (25 December): 9:30am 

St Mary’s, Mooroopna  
Christmas Eve (24 December): 7:00pm 

Christmas Day (25 December): 10:30am 

St Malachy’s, Nagambie  
Christmas Eve (24 December): 6:00pm 
Christmas Day (25 December): 8:45am 

CLEANING OF HIGH AREAS IN THE CHURCH 
 

You may recall that the funds raised from 
the Melbourne Cup Sweep this year is going towards the cleaning of the 

high areas in the church.   
Its been 20+ years since this has been done and so you can just  

imagine a lot of dust has accumulated. 
 

Happy to report we made a PROFIT of $3,130 
from the Melbourne Cup Sweep.  

  
Recently we awarded the quote to undertake this 

work to Uso's Protection Service Pty Ltd for the 
cost of $3,355.  Lots of scaffolding will need to be 
put up so that the workers are safe when doing 

the cleaning.  The work is scheduled for  
Monday 12 January and Monday 19 January.   

The church will be closed on these days.   
We will keep you up to date in the new year 

 regarding this maintenance schedule. 
 

THANKS again for your financial support  
in this endeavour. 


