
 
Friendly reminders  

 
The Parish Office will be closed on 

Wednesday,  January 14, as Parish Staff  
 and Clergy will be undertaking  

Workplace Health & Safety training.  
 

********************************* 
St Brendan’s Church will be closed to the 

public on Monday, January 19,  
for cleaning of the fans and high areas.  

 
Thank you for your understanding!  

On January 8, 2026, the Sisters of Mercy will celebrate 180 years  
of presence and service in Australia.  

We give our hearƞelt thanks for their faithful service and  
lasƟng contribuƟon to communiƟes across the naƟon.  



ST BRENDAN’S PARISH  
121 Knight Street, Shepparton 

Phone: 5821 2633  
Email: shepparton@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

Website: catholicparish.app/shepparton 
Facebook: sheppartoncatholic 

Parish Administrator: Fr Ronald N. Masilang, RCJ 
Assistant Priests:  

Fr Adi Indra  
Fr Ruel Desamparado, RCJ 

Fr Addin Doe, RCJ 
Office Hours:  Mon to Fri 9am - 2pm   

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil  6pm  

Sunday  8am & 11am  

********************************** 

Syro Malabar Rite: Wednesday 6.00pm, 

 Saturday 8.30am & Sunday 5.30pm 

*********************************************   

St Mary’s Dookie, Sunday 10 am   

************************ 

Weekday Mass Times 

Tuesday to Friday  9.15am    

Reconciliation  

Saturday 9.45am to 10.30am (in the Church) 

Rosary — The Rosary is prayed in the  

Marian Chapel after weekday Masses and after the 

8am Mass on Sunday. 

Holy Hour with Adoration of the Blessed  

Sacrament :  Thursdays 7pm to 8pm and  

Fridays 4.45pm - 5.45pm 

Readers & Commentators  Jan 17 & 18 
6pm      Damien Sullivan                 Anthony KilmarƟn  
8am         David Keenan                      Les Billings 
11am     Emma Christy                      ReƩ Aitken  

 

Anniversaries: Cardinal George Pell, Domenico Romeo.  
 
Recently Deceased: Robert ScoƩ, Giuseppa Garufi, Giovanni Fiore,  
Fran Gleeson.  More than just "nice" 

 
“Well, that was nice, Father.” This is a comment I often 
hear from family members after a baptism. And yes, the 
baptism ceremony is nice; but it is far more than simply 

nice or externally beautiful. 
 

As a priest, I am privileged to celebrate many baptisms. 
Some come with memorable moments -  

whether because of a child’s crankiness or my own 
inexperience (though I trust they were still valid!).  

The Church sets a clear and simple standard: water is 
poured over the head, and the minister says, 

 “I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.” It is not complicated! 

 
From time to time, issues come up when ministers  

attempt to be “creative,” resulting in baptisms that are 
not considered valid by the Church. This can lead to  

criticism that the Church is rigid or unpastoral.  
But such comments miss the point. 

 
As ministers, we act not on our own authority, but on the 
authority of Christ and the Church. When we celebrate 
baptism - and indeed any sacrament - we do so in the 
name of the Church. As one of my lecturers used to say, 
echoing the Church’s teaching: it is Christ who baptises. 

 
It is fitting that we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord 
close to Christmas. Jesus did not need baptism, but He 

was baptised to make it possible for us to share in His life 
and mission. Baptism is not just “nice.” If it were, we 

would be wasting our time. It is a beautiful gift; an entry 
into divine life, incorporation into Christ’s Body, and a 

sharing in His death and resurrection. 
 

Fr Adi  

Tap n Go 
Thank you to 
 everyone who  
donated to our 
 Tap n Go in  
December. 

 We’re pleased to 
share that $2,842 was 
raised in December 
 of 2025,  
up from  
$2,040 in  
December, 

2024!  

Please join us 
 in wishing  

Elaine O'Dwyer a very  
happy 90th birthday 

on January 7!  


