
                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 Third Sunday of Lent – Year A 8 March 2026 

 

 Readings for   

this week: 

Exodus 17:3-7 

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 

John 4:5-42 

           Readings for 

           next Sunday: 

1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

Liturgy Jottings 
Lenten Prefaces 

Each Sunday in Year A the 

Gospels and the Prefaces (prayer 

before the Holy, Holy, Holy Lord) 

are linked, especially on the Third, 

Fourth and Fifth Sundays in Lent. 

Today the Gospel tells on the 

encounter of Jesus with the 

Samaritan by Jacob’s Well. Jesus 

gently initiates a long discussion, 

the woman raises historical, 

cultural and theological issues. 

The homilist may touch on some 

of these. 

The Preface, however, focuses on 

faith of the Samaritan; Jesus 

begins with thirst for water and 

moves to thirst for faith. Water is a 

gift of God’s creation; faith is also 

a gift from God. She thirsts for 

water but soon thirsts for faith. 

The Preface proclaims that Jesus 

had already created the gift of faith 

within her and then kindled in her 

the fire of divine love. It is a 

Baptism journey for her and many 

RCIA participants as well as an 

Easter journey for Christians who 

accompany them during Lent. 

Looking at the Readings 
For Jesus the forty days in the wilderness was a testing time for him, 

confronting the devil and temptations (First Sunday Gospel, Matt 4:1-11). 

For the Israelites, the forty years in the desert was a testing time for them as 

they confronted a pursuing army, hunger, pestilence (snakes and scorpions), 

the attacking Amalekites and now thirst. Moses interceded for them to God, 

God delivered. For the Israelites their relationship with God deepened. God 

made a covenant with them with the gift of the Ten Commandments, 

beginning with the words: “I am the Lord your God” (Exodus 20:1) and a 

vow that he would bring them into the promised land. 

Today we come in touch with the God of Salvation and the Life of Christ. 

We, too, have the time of testing, time to deepen our faith through this Lenten 

season. We, too, experience the God who saves and the promises of Christ 

Jesus as expressed by St Paul in the second reading: “Since it is by faith and 

through Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in which we can boast 

about looking forward to God’s glory.” (Romans 5:1-2,5-8) 

Jesus meets the woman at the well in the passage from the Gospel according 

to John. Why did Jesus stay there when the disciples went into the town? 

Why was the woman at the well at midday, not early in the morning with the 

other women? How awkwardly did the conversation commence! Yet it 

became a great opportunity and a moment of conversion and faith. The 

woman came a missionary to the townsfolk, and they believed her and 

remarked: “we have heard him ourselves and we know that he really is the 

saviour of the world.” (John 4:52) 

Prayer for the Week 
God of life, throughout history we hear stories of your wonders. Help us to 

reach out our hands for the water that gives life instead of looking for 

satisfaction in the things of this world that will not quench our thirst. Amen. 

Words from Pope Leo XIV 
At the well of Sychar, Jesus overcomes the barriers of culture, gender and 

religion. He invites the Samaritan woman to a new understanding of worship, 

which is not limited to a particular place – “neither on the mountain nor in 

Jerusalem” – but is realised in Spirit and truth. This moment captures the 

very core of interreligious dialogue itself: the discovery of God’s presence 

beyond all boundaries and the invitation to seek him together with reverence 

and humility. General Audience, 29 Oct 2025 

On the Lighter Side 
In January in 44°C heat, funeral staff were handing out bottles of 

cold water to mourners at the cemetery. But to the priest they 

offered a bucket of sand. A real desert experience! 
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JOINT PRAYER FOR MIDDLE EAST @ 

EVANGELICAL UNITING CHURCH 
Next Wednesday 11 March from 5- 6pm. Come for 5 mins 

or the hour your choice. Open to all.  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
Stations of the Cross will be prayed during lent before 

mass on Saturday 21 March at 5.30pm and Good Friday 

at 2.30pm. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Sacrament of Reconciliation is highly recommended in 

our Catholic tradition throughout the liturgical year 

especially during Advent and Lent. For individual 

Reconciliation, Fr Uday will available before Saturday 

night Masses at 5pm. 

"Penance requires... the sinner to endure all things 

willingly, be contrite of heart, confess with the lips, and 

practice complete humility and fruitful satisfaction." 

(CCC 1450) 

LADIES CUPPA AND CHAT  
Ladies are invited to Cuppa and Chat at Fauna Park Café 

on Wednesday 11th March at 2pm. If you need a ride, 

please contact Mary Elliott on 0427 822754. 

“THE HARVEST OF THE SPIRIT OF 

GOD” – CCR HEALING DAY 

Saturday 21 March 2026 | 9.30 am (Cuppa) to 3.30 pm 

Mons Peter Jeffrey Centre, St Brendan’s, Shepparton 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) Sandhurst invites 

you to a day of prayer, healing and renewal, including a 

Charismatic Mass celebrated by Fr Arun Korlakanti, 

Spiritual Chaplain, CCR Sandhurst. Lunch: Please bring a 

plate to share. An offering will be taken up. All welcome. 

Enquiries: Brigita 0412 042 196   Mary 0427 190 282  

Denise 0407 506 813 

ROSTERS  

Sunday 15 March 8.30am 
Commentator – B Elliot 

Lector – P Jenner 

Special Minister – M DiPetta 

Saturday 21 March at 6pm 
Commentator – L Ratcliffe 

Lector – C Anderson 

Special Minister – L Busch 

Sunday 22 March 8.30am 
Commentator – J Chant 

Lector – C Cabaraban 

Special Minister – A Brunt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Sick: Pat Commons, Julie Kleinert, Shane Boyd, 

Kadyn Mitchell-Treacy, Noreen Gallardo,  

Olive McElroy, Philip Bowman, Millie Perry, 

Frances Corso. 

Recently Deceased: Kathleen Kennedy,  

Marie Wilson 

Anniversaries: Mary Ward, Rocco DeMaio,  

John Georgiou. 
 

(Please email or contact the Parish Office to add names to our prayer list) 

 

 

PLATE AND ENVELOPE 

COLLECTION 

Last weekend Collection: $ 843.40 
Thank you for your generosity and support for our 

Parish. May God bless you, always. 

MASS TIME TABLE 
Weekly Masses 

Sat  7th March - 6pm Mass 

Sun  8th March - 8.30am Mass 

Weekly Masses 

Tue 10th March - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass 

Thu  12th March - No Mass 

Sun  15th March - 8.30am Mass  

Weekly Masses 

Tue 17th March - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass 

Thu  19th March - 9.15am Liturgy Year 1/2 & 7/11 

Thu 19th March - 2.15pm Mass St Patrick’s Tongala 

Sat  21st March - 6pm Mass 

Sun  22nd March - 8.30am Mass 

Weekly Masses 

Tue 24th March - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass 

Thu  26th March - 9.15am Mass Foundation & Year 12 

Sun  29th March - 8.30am Mass 

Weekly Masses 

Tue 31st March - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass 

 

Thu  2nd March – 11.30am Whole School Easter Mass  

PARISH DETAILS 
PARISH PRIEST 

Fr Uday Kumar Marneni ALCP/OSS 

PARISH SECRETARY 

Vicki Arnel – 0417 147 695 

PARISH PASTORAL ASSISTANT 

Mary Zobec – 0427 190 282 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8.30am-4pm 

PRINCIPALS  

St Augustine’s College -Tim Campbell – Phone 5851 3000 

St Patrick’s Primary - Jackie Stockdale – Phone 5859 0371 

MASS TIMES 
KYABRAM 

Week Day: Tuesday Rosary 4pm, Mass 4.15pm & 

Thursday 9.15am 

Saturday: 2nd and 4th weekend of month: 6pm EDT 

(5pm EST)  

Sunday: 8.30am 

TONGALA: First Sunday of month 11.30am 

RECONCILIATION: Second Saturday (Weekend) of 

month 30 mins before Mass in St Augustine’s Church. 

ANOINTING MASS: First Thursday of the month at 

10am in St Augustine’s Church. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILD SAFE PARISH 
We are a Child Safe Parish, we have a zero tolerance for child abuse and aim to provide a safe, supportive and welcoming environment to all visiting 

children, young persons and vulnerable adults.  If you are concerned for any form of abuse that is immediate you should call 000; a significant risk or 

harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable grounds, you should immediately raise your concerns with one of our Parish Child 

safety officers Mary Zobec 0427 190 282 or Annete Ryan 0408 502 858. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
As we come to worship, we remember the Yorta Yorta & Bangerang People the original custodians of this land. We acknowledge the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples with deep respect. May the Elders, past and present, be blessed and honored. May we join and build a future based on 

compassion, justice, faith and reconciliation. 

 
“Look upon your crosses as stepping stones to the eternal life of happiness.” – St. Mary MacKillop 

 
 

Special thanks to our 

Advertisers for their support 

LENTEN PROGRAM 
Sandhurst Diocese has produced a series of reflections for Lent. You are 

warmly invited to attend weekly sessions on Wednesdays at 4pm in the 

Parish Meeting Room, commencing 25th February.  All are welcome to join 

us for prayer and reflection during this Lenten season. 

STATEMENT OF REFLECTION 
Each year since 1940, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has issued 

a statement for reflection and discussion on Social Justice Sunday in August 

on a key issue in society. This year, the bishops have chosen to release two 

statements, the first in February, titled The Cost of our Living: Economic and 

Social Justice for the Common Good.  Read the Statement at 

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2026/01/29/the-cost-of-our-living-

economic-and-social-justice-for-the-common-good/ 

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY CONCERT 

Presented by the Central Victorian Irish Association. Tuesday 17 March | 

7.30pm.  Bendigo Southeast College Theatre, Ellis Street, Flora Hill. The 

evening opens with an excerpt from the sacred oratorio Saint Patrick at Tara.  

Tickets: Adults $20 | Concession $18 | Children (16 & under) $5. Book via 

TryBooking (Event ID: 1541256). Limited tickets may be available at the door 

from 7 pm (cash preferred). 

LENT 2026 REFLECTION BOOKLET 
To help us prepare for Easter during Lent, the Diocese has again prepared its 

Lenten resources for prayer and reflection, offered in a single booklet covering 

both Lent and Easter, replacing the weekly leaflets. The booklet can be 

downloaded from our website or the diocesan website.  There are printed 

copies available in the gathering space. 

MONTHLY WORKING BEE 
The next working bee is Saturday 4th April at 9.30am.  

SANDPIPER E-NEWS 
Catch up on news and events across the Diocese with the next edition out this 

Friday. You can find it on our website under “News”. 

CHILDRENS DRAWING ACTIVITIES 
We have available some clipboards with pictures and pencils for colouring in 

for the younger members of the church.  These are located in the gathering 

space in the church.  Please offer to our younger parishioners. 

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS 
Please note that low gluten hosts are available to parishioners who are gluten 

intolerant. Please see the sacristans Annette or Marg or Fr before Mass. For 

further queries contact the parish office 5852 1026. 

YOUTH PODCAST: CATCH THE FLAME 
Sandhurst Youth Ministry has a podcast for young people to explore faith, 

share real stories, and journey together in discovering what it means to follow 

Jesus today. Streaming on Spotify and Apple Podcast: Catch the Flame: A 

Sandhurst Catholic Youth Podcast. Like and follow on Facebook and 

Instagram: Sandhurst Youth Ministry. 

CHILDRENS DRAWING ACTIVITIES 
We have available some clipboards with pictures and pencils for colouring in 

for the younger members of the church.  These are located in the gathering 

space in the church.  Please offer to our younger parishioners. 

ELECTRONIC DONATIONS  
Part of our website, allows payments and donations to be made online via the 

website or by scanning the QR code.  Donations can be made anonymously, 

but please remember if the payment is for a sacramental or piety store, please 

leave your name so we can match the payment.  

BAPTISM 
This weekend we welcome Oliver Cooke into our faith community. Oliver 

will be baptised in St Augustine’s church. Please keep Jamie and Emily his 

parents and his  godparents in your prayers, as they continue on their faith 

 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 
8 March 2026 

 

Monoranjon lives in a village in Bangladesh close to the sea, where floods and 
storms often damage his crops and his home. With support from Project 
Compassion, he learnt climate-resilient farming techniques and new ways to 
diversify his income, helping his family survive and build a safer, more 
sustainable future.  

Please donate today. You can support Project Compassion 2026 through the 
donation boxes,  envelopes or by scanning the QR code Or online at:   
https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/fundraisers/kyabramcatholicparish or by calling: 
1800 024 413. Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against Poverty this 
Lent. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsocialjustice.catholic.org.au%2F2026%2F01%2F29%2Fthe-cost-of-our-living-economic-and-social-justice-for-the-common-good%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckyabram%40sandhurst.catholic.org.au%7C9defc4f833af40c9a1d808de6ce10b0f%7C5c88518d717849c78818c2b8fb72b5f5%7C0%7C0%7C639067911003268293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oh1hrOamRyJ1MYGSYvyPPkSib73dEWHyb6Em7st%2FsoU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsocialjustice.catholic.org.au%2F2026%2F01%2F29%2Fthe-cost-of-our-living-economic-and-social-justice-for-the-common-good%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckyabram%40sandhurst.catholic.org.au%7C9defc4f833af40c9a1d808de6ce10b0f%7C5c88518d717849c78818c2b8fb72b5f5%7C0%7C0%7C639067911003268293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oh1hrOamRyJ1MYGSYvyPPkSib73dEWHyb6Em7st%2FsoU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1541256
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1541256
https://sandhurst.catholic.org.au/adult-faith-education/2453-lent-2026-rs/file
https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/fundraisers/kyabramcatholicparish


 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 



 
 



 


