
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 

 Fifth Sunday of Lent – Year A Sunday 22 March 2026 
 

 Readings for   
this week: 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Romans 8:8-11 
John 11:1-45 

           Readings for 
           next Sunday: 

Isaiah 50:4-7 
Philippians 2:6-11 
Matthew 26:14-27:66 

Liturgy Jottings 
Lenten Preface III 

This Year, the Third, Fourth and 
Fifth Sundays in Lent the 
Gospels and the Prefaces are 
linked. Today the Gospel of the 
raising of Lazarus from the grave 
is simply expressed in the preface 
for the fifth Sunday in Lent. 
In four short lines the mysteries 
of the Incarnation of Christ, his 
humanity and divinity and his 
ministry to the living and the 
dead and “sacred mysteries to 
new life are all mentioned. 
They serve as a teaching and as a 
foretaste of the effects of 
Baptism, which is New Life 
through Christ’s own 
resurrection from the dead! 
All prefaces conclude with the 
invitation to join in praise, 
thanks, adoration and exultation 
with the company of Angels and 
Saints. 

Looking at the Readings 
The Gospel reading, long as it is, contains some wonderful lines for us to 
ponder: 
• ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory,’ v4. Often, we see 

death as an end, but in Jesus’ eyes it is a new beginning and the glory of 
God for it showed forth God’s care, mercy and power. 

• ‘I am the resurrection and the life.’ v25. The fourth Gospel has seven “I 
am” terms that Jesus expresses. “I am the light of the world” (9:5) on the 
fourth Sunday of Lent and today. Each of these “I am” proclamations 
assist our understanding of Jesus’ ministry and link Jesus to the Old 
Testament revelation of God. Jesus asked Martha does she believe this. It 
is a question that all Christian must answer. 

• ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,’ This is a remarkable 
profession of faith by Martha and also made by Peter (Matt 16:16). It is 
this faith that the church is founded on and continues to profess. 

• ‘Jesus wept;’ is the shortest verse in the New Testament. Pope Leo I wrote 
that it expresses his humanity, raising Lazarus shows his divinity. 

• ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ On the surface Jesus gave a practical and 
physical direction. Deeper more spiritual meaning links the binding 
clothes that were left in Christ’s tomb, that came the sign of the 
resurrection and linked with Christian baptism. The baptised are freed 
from sin (earthly ties) to walk in the light of the resurrection and in 
freedom of God’s children. We need to discard things that bind us. 

Quote of the Day 
Do we believe this Gospel? Then, remove the stone of doubt. Come out into 
the light. Be free of the bonds of fear about death. Get ready for Holy Week. 
“Let us also go to die with him.” 

Text for the Day 
Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says the Lord. 
Today’s Communion Antiphon 

On the Lighter Side: 
The raising of Lazarus has prompted various 
applications, such as the Lazarus syndrome and a few 
jokes. 
'Lazarus software retrieves lost data on your computer but does 
not help if your dog eats your homework.'  
And on the reverse side: 'I don't have a dog, but I do have a dog 
app on my phone that eats my homework.' 
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BAPTISM 
This weekend we welcome Oliver Cooke and Ean Sosas 
into our faith community. They will be baptised in St 
Augustine’s church. Please keep Jamie and Emily, 
Oliver’s parents and Erickson and Gladys, Ean’s parents 
and their godparents in your prayers, as they continue on 
their faith journey. 
BENDIGO (*PRE-PALM SUNDAY) WALK 
FOR REFUGEES  
On Saturday 28th March at Lake Weeroona from 6.30pm. 
Meet at the northern end of the lake, register, sign a letter 
of support, and walk around Weeroona as a gesture of 
solidarity and welcome. A brief vigil will be held around 
7.15pm. Bendigo Churches ask you to join with people 
across the nation calling for justice and compassion for 
asylum seekers & refugees; and for a tolerant, generous 
and welcoming Australia.  
CHRISM MASS MASS OF THE HOLY OILS 
11:00 am Tuesday 31 March,  Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
Bendigo. You are warmly invited to join Sandhurst 
priests, religious, and faithful from every parish, when the 
whole Diocese gathers in communion as one Body in 
Christ. The principal celebrant will be Archbishop Charles 
Balvo, Apostolic Nuncio to Australia. At this Mass priests 
and religious renew their vows, and all the faithful are 
invited to renew their baptismal promises, celebrating our 
shared life and mission as the Church in Sandhurst.  A 
sausage sizzle and light refreshments in the Cathedral 
grounds will follow Mass.  

ROSTERS  
Sunday 29 March 8.30am 
Commentator – C Goode 
Lector – B Elliott 
Special Minister – M Elliott 
Sunday 5 April 8.30am 
Commentator – L Sorbello 
Lector – R Chapman 
Special Minister – J Stockdale 
Saturday 11 April at 6pm 
Commentator – M Tesoro 
Lector – S Carroll 
Special Minister – L Moran 
Sunday 22 March 8.30am 
Commentator – J Chant 
Lector – C Cabaraban 
Special Minister – A Brunt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Sick: Pat Commons, Julie Kleinert, Shane Boyd, 
Kadyn Mitchell-Treacy, Noreen Gallardo,  
Olive McElroy, Philip Bowman, Millie Perry, 
Frances Corso. 
Recently Deceased:  
Anniversaries: Tom Herrick 
 

(Please	email	or	contact	the	Parish	Office	to	add	names	to	our	prayer	list)	

 

PARISH DETAILS 
PARISH PRIEST 
Fr Uday Kumar Marneni ALCP/OSS 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Vicki Arnel – 0417 147 695 
PARISH PASTORAL ASSISTANT 
Mary Zobec – 0427 190 282 
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8.30am-4pm 
PRINCIPALS  
St Augustine’s College -Tim Campbell – Phone 5851 3000 
St Patrick’s Primary - Jackie Stockdale – Phone 5859 0371 

MASS TIMES 
KYABRAM 
Week Day: Tuesday Rosary 4pm, Mass 4.15pm & 
Thursday 9.15am 
Saturday: 2nd and 4th weekend of month: 6pm EDT 
(5pm EST)  
Sunday: 8.30am 
TONGALA: First Sunday of month 11.30am 
RECONCILIATION: Second Saturday (Weekend) of 
month 30 mins before Mass in St Augustine’s Church. 
ANOINTING MASS: First Thursday of the month at 
10am in St Augustine’s Church. 

 

PLATE AND ENVELOPE 
COLLECTION 

Last weekend Collection: $ 899.00 
Thank you for your generosity and support for our 

Parish. May God bless you, always. 

MASS TIME TABLE 
Weekly Masses 
Sat  21st March - 6pm Mass 
Sun  22nd March - 8.30am Mass 
Weekly Masses 
Tue 24th March - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass 
Thu  26th March - 9.15am Liturgy Foundation & Y12 
Thu  26th March – 6pm Reconciliation 
Sun  29th March - 8.30am Mass 
Weekly Masses 
Tue 31st March - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass 
Thu  2nd April - 11.30am Whole School Easter Liturgy  
Thu  2nd April – 6.30pm Holy Thursday Mass  
Fri 3rd April - 2.30pm Stations of the cross 
Fri 3rd April - 3pm Good Friday 
Sat 4th April – 6.30pm Easter Vigil 
Sun  5th April - 8.30am Easter Sunday 
Sun  5th April - No Mass Tongala 

EASTER TIMETABLE 
Holy Thursday (2 April) 6.30pm Mass. 
Ecumenical Service 10am at Memorial Gardens 
Good Friday (3 April) – Stations of the Cross 2.30pm - 
Passion of Christ 3pm. 
Easter Vigil (4 April)  – 6.30pm Mass 
Easter Sunday (5 April) – 8.30am Mass 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILD SAFE PARISH 
We are a Child Safe Parish, we have a zero tolerance for child abuse and aim to provide a safe, supportive and welcoming environment to all visiting 
children, young persons and vulnerable adults.  If you are concerned for any form of abuse that is immediate you should call 000; a significant risk or 

harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable grounds, you should immediately raise your concerns with one of our Parish Child 
safety officers Mary Zobec 0427 190 282 or Annete Ryan 0408 502 858. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
As we come to worship, we remember the Yorta Yorta & Bangerang People the original custodians of this land. We acknowledge the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples with deep respect. May the Elders, past and present, be blessed and honored. May we join and build a future based on 

compassion, justice, faith and reconciliation. 

 “The past does not belong to me; the future is not mine; with all my soul I try to make use of 
the present moment.” - St. Faustina 

 
 

Special thanks to our 
Advertisers for their support 

 
              Fifth Sunday of Lent 

             22 March 2026 
 

Since October 2023, Caritas Jerusalem staff in Gaza have 
endured displacement, personal loss, and danger alongside the communities they 
serve. Despite unimaginable challenges, they remain committed to providing 
lifesaving support, standing in solidarity with families enduring this conflict.   
Please donate today. You can support Project Compassion 2026 through the 
donation boxes,  envelopes or by scanning the QR code Or online at:   
https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/fundraisers/kyabramcatholicparish or by calling: 
1800 024 413. Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against Poverty this 
Lent. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Sacrament of Reconciliation is highly recommended in our Catholic tradition 
throughout the liturgical year especially during Advent and Lent. For 
individual Reconciliation, Fr Uday will available before Saturday night 
Masses at 5pm.  
"Penance requires... the sinner to endure all things willingly, be contrite of 
heart, confess with the lips, and practice complete humility and fruitful 
satisfaction." (CCC 1450) 
COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION 
Communal reconciliation will be held on Thursday 26th March at 6pm. 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
Stations of the Cross will be prayed before mass on Saturday 21 March at 
5.30pm and Good Friday at 2.30pm  
SUPPORT OUR ST VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE  
Earlier this year, access to low-cost nonperishable food for our pantry from 
Food Bank Victoria was lost due to insatiable demand. Demand from families 
in need within our community is also high and supporting them with pantry 
food made a difference. Our pantry is empty. To highlight the need and 
provide an opportunity for parishioners to contribute nonperishable food items 
for our pantry, a basket is located at the rear of the church. 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME  
On Sunday 5 April eastern daylight savings time ceases. Therefore Saturday 
night Masses will then move from 6pm to 5pm. 
HELPERS NEEDED FOR EASTER 
We are looking for people available to assist with the hot cross buns for the 
Good Friday Ecumenical Service (4 April) being held in the Memorial 
Gardens. Helpers to meet in the Parish meeting room at 8.45am to assist with 
buttering of buns.  Please note all who help with serving buns at Memorial 
Gardens will need to provide a copy of Working with Children card.  
We are also looking for people to assist with the Palm Sunday and Easter 
Ceremonies.  Clipboards and sheets are at the back of the church if you are 
available to assist. Please ensure that a phone  number is left so you can be 
contacted. Please see Mary Zobec. 
 
MONTHLY WORKING BEE 
The next working bee is Saturday 4th April at 9.30am.  
PARISH SCHOOL MASSES 
Have you been to a Thursday school mass? On most Thursdays at 9.15am, the 
students from St Augustine’s join the parish in St Augustine’s church for a 
school mass. This is a wonderful time for parishioners to join with the students 
in celebrating their faith.  Please check the Mass times for specific details and 
times. St Patrick’s Tongala also hold school masses, parishioners are invited 
and encouraged to attend any and all of these Masses. 
SANDPIPER E-NEWS 
Catch up on news and events across the Diocese with the next edition out this 
Friday. You can find it on our website under “News”. 
TUESDAY EVENING MASS 
Rosary will be recited 4pm and Mass/Liturgy 4.15pm in the presbytery, in 
meeting room. 
HOLY LAND COLLECTION 
BULLETIN NOTICE for Palm Sunday March 29th 2026 
The annual collection for the support of the church in the Holy Land will take 
place on Good Friday, 3rd April. This collection promotes the missionary work 
of the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare assistance to local 
Christians in areas such as health, education, employment and housing. 
Parishes, schools, orphanages and medical centres throughout the Holy Land 
also rely on assistance from this collection. It is also used to maintain over 70 
churches and shrines associated with the life of Jesus. Due to the Covid 
pandemic, the war in Gaza and now the war with Iran, recent years have been 
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